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Chair's Report
My final report as Chair of the Bishopston Society glances back over the
past 6 years to October 2009, when I succeeded Chris McConnell on her
retirement. At that time the Gloucester County Cricket Club had just
applied to expand its seating to 20,000, along with 'enabling development' - a block of flats and conference centre. Discussions about renovating the Bristol North Baths were beginning, and the Neighbourhood
Partnership had been operating for just over a year. In addition, during
the following months, Gloucester Road would be designated a
'Cumulative Impact Area', to forestall saturation by alcohol-led
premises, as had happened already on Whiteladies' Road. Another
proposal - since come to fruition - was to establish a community garden
in a badly neglected corner of the Monk Road allotments.
Since then our area has changed visibly and invisibly. The Bristol
North Baths and the new library have yet to open in their renovated
form. The cricket club has not only developed their ground but
received permission to install floodlights- thus dominating all its surroundings. And the Golden Hill Community Garden thrives - attracting local groups and families - a valuable shared green space
producing flowers, vegetables and fruit.
After the Gloucester Road became a Cumulative Impact Area, the
society formed a sub-committee to monitor alcohol licence applications
and to object when appropriate, attending hearings to put forward our
arguments. Diligence paid off sometimes and enough success achieved
to persist. Please see the article about licensing for more details. Rose
Boswell and I have done the work for the past few years. Now that we
are both about to retire, successors are needed.
Important changes continue in Bishopston - not least the funding implications of the coming ward boundary alterations. Please see the
Neighbourhood Partnership Report for more information and updates.
The planning subcommittee continues its excellent work of monitoring
applications and making informed and detailed comments, some of
which have succeeded in forestalling poor quality designs or making
improvements to proposed developments. Please see Neil Embleton's
Planning Report for recent details.
2

St Andrews park

3

We now have a new national government, and in Bristol North West a
new MP - Labour's Thangam Debbonaire. In Bristol itself we have an
elected Mayor, who has highlighted transport as a priority. Bristol's
transport problems persist, as all of us using the Gloucester Road
know, but there are signs that the city is addressing them. Barra
MacRuairi, Strategic Director of Place, gave a talk at our public meeting
in March about his aspirations for the city and about some obstacles to
progress. It was a lively meeting - please see our website account of the
event.
During my time as Chair, I've felt a sense of purpose and enjoyed
working on the committee, a lively and friendly group who all share a
commitment to Bishopston and who give their time willingly to keep
abreast of what's really going on, to preserve what's good, alleviate
problems and to foster improvements wherever they can. If you'd like
to participate, why not contact our secretary Rose Boswell?
As an example of residents' achieving improvement I mention the
prospective development of The New Church on Cranbrook Road. A
group of concerned residents from Bishopston and Redland consulted
with local councillors - and though the bid to have the site declared a
Community Asset failed, residents' intervention secured conditions to
the development which improved the quality of the renovation.
Finally, thank you, all TBS members. I've enjoyed working on our
collective behalf.
Elinor Edwards
*

*
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Licensing Issues
The Boston Tea Party - The Power of Residents
Some of you may not know that The Boston Tea Party was thinking of
applying for an extension of existing conditions at their premises at 293
Gloucester Road. However, due to the strength of feeling and the
number of local residents who were opposed to their plans, Boston Tea
Party decided not to go ahead with the application, saying that in the
light of the community focus, it would be disingenuous for them to
proceed. The opening hours they were seeking were not as late as many
of the establishments up and down the Gloucester Road but they would
have had a great impact on local residents. This outcome shows what
can be done when residents act together. We would like to express our
appreciation of the consideration Boston Tea Party has shown to the residents in making this decision.
Wetherspoons
As you will read elsewhere in the newsletter, Wetherspoons application
for planning permission with proposed licensing hours of 7 am until
12.30 am Sunday to Wednesday, until 1.30 am Thursday to Saturday,
plus one extra hour at Bank Holidays and all night drinking over New
Year was refused by the Planning Officer. There were a lot of comments
on the planning website - some in favour but the majority against the
application.
Monitoring Licensing Applications
Up to now we have objected to most applications which come within
our Cumulative Impact Area - the CIA was asked for by the Police and
granted by the Council as it was felt at that time that the number of
licensed premises on the Gloucester Road/top of Cheltenham Road had
virtually reached 'saturation' point. This came into force in 2010. If
there is no objection to a licence application, the Council must allow it.
However, despite the CIA and our objections, a considerable number of
licenses have still been granted in the last 5 years.
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From the end of September, we are looking for someone to look at the
Council's website each week and see what licensing applications and
variations of applications have been made. We have a draft letter we
use, though this is tailored to fit individual cases. If you feel that
helping with our licensing work (or other roles) is something you would
like to do, please get in touch by emailing : secretary@
bishopstonsociety.org.uk
*

*

*

*

*

*

*

Happy Lane
Does anyone know why Happy Lane was so named? If so, please get in
touch with us.
AGM
The AGM will be held on Monday 28th September at 7.30 pm as usual at
St Michael's Church Halls. Andrew Garrad from Bristol 2015 European
Green Capital has agreed to talk to us. There is a lot of interest in green
issues in the city and in this area, especially this year, so we thought this
would be a good opportunity for our members to learn more about
what has been happening and what we can all do to benefit future
generations.
Rose Boswell

Subscriptions
Subscriptions are now due and can be paid by using
the form on page 30
or by paying at the AGM in September.

Golden Hill Community Garden
Summer's here and things are buzzing up at the Golden Hill
Community Garden. Our Wednesday volunteers days are open to
everyone from 10 am to 4 pm and are full of folk from all different
backgrounds weeding, watering, harvesting, mulching and drinking
tea. We also host work experience students with learning difficulties
and work with socially isolated older people and older people with
dementia. The garden is also used by local community groups, nursery
groups and local primary schools. On Tuesdays the garden is full of
toddlers as we run our Golden Buds stay and play toddler group and
welcome nearly 40 toddlers to come and get busy digging holes,
jumping in puddles, harvesting veg, doing crafts, singing and enjoying
the garden.
During the last year, we finished building our wonderful straw bale
building and I invite everyone from the society to pop in and see the
Bishopston Bale House. It's Bishopston's most environmentally friendly
building; powered by our solar panels, with reclaimed windows, doors
and floor boards and resting upon old car tyres. It's wheelchair accessible, cool in summer and cosy in winter once the stove is lit and it is
available to hire.
We are now entering our second year without being fully funded and
so all our activities help keep this fabulous community resource
available to everyone. I believe that there is nothing better to bring
people together and soothe the mind than growing food at a community
garden and the benefits are felt by many. So thank you to all the local
folk who made our Spring Fair such a lovely day with 700 people who
helped us raise nearly £2000. We also have a Friends of the Garden
scheme for folks who'd like to make a regular contribution and all the
Friends get invited to a celebration evening in July to enjoy
pizzas cooked in our giant frog shaped clay oven - so now is a great time
to join.
See you in the garden
Lucy
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Planning Report
The restoration and re-use of historic buildings is key to creating an
interesting city and maintaining continuity with the past. Bristol has a
wealth of old buildings, many of which have been saved but some of
which sadly remain at risk. We will look at a few examples close to
home:
BRISTOL NORTH BATHS
Our own Bristol North Baths is Grade 2 listed and is at the point of
being reopened (after some 11 years) as a community health centre. The
conversion has been achieved by inserting a new first floor at gallery
level, with the consulting and treatment rooms upstairs and community
health facilities including a hydrotherapy pool downstairs. Opened in
1915, the building was scheduled to have an extension (on what later
became the shoppers' car park) of a Turkish Baths after WW1. However,
money was not available and the extension was never built, although
the side wall of the building still shows the pattern of glazed bricks
incorporated at the outset in readiness for the extension which never
happened.
NEW CHURCH CRANBROOK ROAD
The last service in the New Church on Cranbrook Road was held on 27
October 2013 and the church was put on the market in 2013. The
building is a small simple Gothic style chapel dating from 1899.
Concerned that the building would be demolished, the Redland and
Cotham Community Association campaigned for the retention of the
building as a community asset, which was not successful, whilst the
Bishopston Society accepted that the building needed to find a new
residential use and worked on setting a site brief which would shape
the future of the site. Finally, a planning application has been lodged
to extend the basement and convert the church into 1 house and 4
flats over 4 floors. This is a high quality proposal which would
safeguard the future of the building in perpetuity and we would
support.
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FAIRFIELD SCHOOL, MONTPELIER
The old Fairfield School in Montpelier dates from 1898 and has a
powerful composition topped off with a fine range of Dutch gables and
is a prominent feature within the area. The school was vacated in 2006
and has since been (partly) used by Bristol City Council. Fortunately, a
new use has been found for the building and it is being restored and
converted into a new Free primary school affiliated to Colston Girls'
School.
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CARRIAGEWORKS AND WESTMORELAND HOUSE, STOKES
CROFT
Built in 1862, the Grade 2* listed Carriageworks by E W Godwin has,
along with Westmoreland house alongside, stood derelict for over 30
years. In the Bristol Byzantine style, the building is on the English
Heritage at Risk Register.

BRISTOL GENERAL HOSPITAL
The Bristol General Hospital was founded in 1832 in buildings in
Guinea Street. Local Quakers were so appalled at the poor conditions
within the 'makeshift' facilities that they initiated a campaign to build
the new hospital which was subsequently opened in 1858. The building
was damaged in WW1 and badly bombed in WW2, with the loss of
much of the original roofscape, including the large dome. Finally, the
hospital was vacated in June 2012 with the opening of the new South
Bristol Hospital and the old building was put on the market. Work is
proceeding apace to restore the building to its former glory and, with
some new insertions, to create 205 flats/houses in addition to commercial units on the ground floor. This is an ideal reuse of such a building
in a perfect location.
349 GLOUCESTER ROAD
Turning to local planning applications, our first example is another local
building…..this time an ugly 1960s commercial unit on the Gloucester
Road.
Wetherspoons have applied to convert the dreary 349 Gloucester Road
into a large scale drinking establishment, with approx. 240 people
outdoors when the weather allows.

Carriageworks, Stokes Croft
The Carriageworks Action Group was formed in 2011 to develop community ideas for the site. On 7 April 2015 the planning committee
deferred a decision on an application for 118 flats over commercial
space which included only 8 affordable units, largely due to community
protest objecting to a 'gated community' with so few affordable units
which would be beyond the reach of local residents and would
inevitably change the character of the area.
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Site for Wetherspoons planning application
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65 objections were raised by local residents mainly concerned with:

A short history of the Severn Beach Railway Line.

- Long drinking hours, including 24 hour opening on occasions
- A further increase in licensed premises within the
Cumulative Impact Area

Initially this line only ran from Temple Meads to Clifton Down. It
opened in 1874. The tunnel extension under the Downs to the Avon
Gorge was not opened until 1877.

- The likelihood of increased anti-social behaviour
- Increased noise and disturbance to local residents
- Impact on the residential character of the area
This is seen as the first city-scale drinking application on the Gloucester
Road and threatens to lead down the path of the Whiteladies Road in
Clifton. Fortunately, the planners have assessed that it would cause significant harm to residential amenity in the local area and have refused
the application. We wait to see if it comes back on appeal.
Often it is difficult to understand why certain applications are granted
when there seem to be many obvious and valid reasons why they
should be refused.
3 TYNE ROAD
One such example is 3 Tyne Road; an angular modernist 4 bedroom
house within a rear garden and accessed from a narrow lane serving
some 22 garages. This application was recommended for acceptance by
the planning officer and subsequently granted by the planning
committee on 24 June. Failing to comply with so many normal planning
and highways requirements, it is surprising that this intrusive design
was given the go ahead. This decision sets a very poor precedent which
will only encourage more 'garden grabbing' , along with associated
problems of overlooking neighbours, parking problems and the
ongoing loss of the cherished 'garden' character of Bishopston.
A sad decision.

There was a railway line opened in 1865 running from Avonmouth to
Hotwells ending at a site in the Avon Gorge just under the Suspension
Bridge. This allowed a connection to the Clifton Rocks Railway* and
later to a tram terminus, an early form of a transport interchange. This
line was not connected to the main network.
With the opening of the tunnel, trains from Clifton Down could now
join the line to Avonmouth, and the Avonmouth to Hotwells line was
now connected to the main network. The line from Clifton Down to
Avonmouth followed the same route as today. Redland station was not
opened until 1897. The line to Hotwells from its junction with the line
through Clifton Downs tunnel was closed in 1922.
In 1924 the line was extended northwards from Avonmouth to Severn
Beach. This is the line which we have today. Severn Beach was intended
to be a seaside resort and for a while, in the '30s, 40's and 50's it was very
popular, with its long Blue Lagoon Swimming Pool, a boating lake,
donkey rides, funfair and cafés**.
Blue Lagoon swimming pool

Neil Embleton
*
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But with the rapid increase in private cars, its heyday was over by the
1960's as people were able to explore and more easily travel further
afield for a weekend or holiday on the beach.
The Beeching report in 1963 recommended that the services on the line
be withdrawn. This did not happen due to representations by staff and
customers but in 1967 this threat arose again. Following an enquiry it
was agreed that the line be kept open with a reduced service. All staff
were withdrawn from the stations except at Temple Meads and fares
were to be collected on the trains. This reduced the cost of running the
service and resulted in reduced fares.
In the 1970s most of the track was reduced to single line except at
Clifton Down and Avonmouth stations. By the 1980s the service had
become unreliable and in 1995 an hourly service to Avonmouth was
introduced on weekdays with a connecting bus service from
Avonmouth to Severn Beach. Evenings and Saturdays some trains
would run through to Severn Beach.

A campaigning group originally called Friends of the Severn Beach
Railway but later known as Friends of Suburban Bristol Railways
(FOSBR ) was formed at the end of the 1990s. Following a considerable
amount of campaigning pressure by FOSBR directed at local councillors
and MPs, Bristol City Council agreed to pay a subsidy of £450,000 per
annum to fund extra services. This started in May 2008 for 3 years and
produced the approximately 40 minute service during the day which
we have today. Passenger figures soared which justified the subsidy.
In 2011, due to the large increase in passenger numbers, the subsidy was
reduced as it was no longer necessary at its previous level***. In 2015 the
funding for the service will be provided at National Level.
Passenger figures continue to increase year on year. With the forthcoming four tracking on the Filton Bank (from Lawrence Hill to Abbey
Wood) giving more capacity for local train services, it is reasonable to
expect at least a 30 minute frequency on this line during the day.

The line continued to operate but punctuality and cancellations were a
problem. If a train was required elsewhere at short notice, then often the
one on the Severn Beach line would be borrowed to fill the gap.
Montpelier station Nov 2014

FOSBR local railways map
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All in all it would appear that the future for our Severn Beach local line
looks promising. This would also tie in with other proposed improvements to the local rail network including the re-opening of the
Portishead to Temple Meads line to passenger traffic, also the opening
of the Henbury Loop from Stoke Gifford to Avonmouth and the reopening of other local stations (see the FOSBR local railways map).
* This was the underground funicular railway linking Clifton at the top
of the Avon Gorge to Hotwells and Bristol Harbour at the bottom of the
Gorge, in a tunnel cut through the limestone cliffs.
** Some fascinating memories and pictures of Severn Beach in the 50's
can be seen here:
http://www.francisfrith.com/uk/locations/severn-beach/photos/
severn-beach-blue-lagoon-swimming-pool-1951-91815771
*** For example, taking Clifton Down, the increase in passenger
numbers from the pre extra train subsidy in 2007-8, to 2011-12 was 230%
- justification indeed for the extra subsidy provided from 2008 by
Bristol City Council. The passenger count in June 2014 showed an
overall increase from the previous year of 16%.
Lionel White - FOSBR member

Air quality in Bristol, should we stop breathing?
Bristol Civic Society held a meeting last October on Air Quality. As a
Public Health doctor involved in the 'healthy cities' movement I was
invited to speak, along with Steve Crawshaw, Bristol City Council's air
quality officer. It was a great meeting and got me thinking.
Until recently the health damage from second hand tobacco smoke
dwarfed the impacts of any other pollutants. Years of painstaking work
to build public understanding and to overcome the tobacco industry's
undermining tactics eventually brought us the smokefree legislation.
Involvement from local politicians and MPs was crucial.
Now our attention is turning to air pollution from industry and transport. There is strong evidence that lung disease and cardiovascular
disease are caused by and worsened by exposure to toxic pollutants
carried in the air. A 2014 report commissioned by the City Council (1)
provides us with local evidence and shows that an estimated 188 premature deaths in Bristol each year are attributable to air pollution.
Harder to quantify than the premature deaths, yet equally important,
are the years of chronic ill health that people with lung and heart
disease suffer.
But we can't stop breathing, so what should we do? Just live with it? We
all depend on the heavy industry and the transport that causes the emissions, and most of us need to drive cars. Each of us is too small to make
much difference, yet together we are the consumers of the goods and
services and we are the traffic that is causing the problem.
Public health is all about the 'big picture'. It's about standing back from a
problem and taking a long view. The 1968 Apollo mission gave human
eyes their first true overview of the earth and a totally new perspective.
The profound effect this had on the astronauts is beautifully captured in
an 18 minute film on youtube (2). The real big picture is that human and
planetary health are inseparable. Each moment, the living ecosystem of
which we are part gives us the air we breathe, food, water, shelter, community and meaning. Each moment we have a choice about how we live,
how we think of and relate to others and to the natural world, what we
buy, and what we turn our attention to. Air pollution in Bristol is one
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facet of deeper issues - of resource depletion, ecological damage, and the
craziness of our debt-based economic system. What if we open our
minds to all the choices we do have? What if we switch off for a moment
from those eternal voices telling us 'it’s impossible' 'people won't change'
'don't be ridiculous' or 'how are you going to make that happen?'
The air quality report for Bristol shows that most of the air pollution is
from industry. The deaths directly attributed to traffic related air pollution in Bristol are a small share, at around 24 each year (out of the 188
total). This is nevertheless significant and is higher than deaths due to
traffic related injuries (an average of 9 per year). Although we focus on
transport because the City has some power to influence it, it's worth
remembering that we also influence industry, through the decisions we
make about what to eat, what products to buy, how we use energy in
our homes, and so on.

However Bristol has some success stories too. People-power prevented
the proposed conversion of the docks into road space. Queen Square
became a calm green paradise in 1992. There were predictions that
removal of the diagonal road that ran through it would kill off its prosperity, yet empty properties have gone from 30 percent to zero and
property values have risen 16% ahead of inflation. Only a few argue that
College Green was better when a busy road flowed a yard or two from
the Cathedral's front entrance. Street parties, 'playing out' events, the
roll out of 20 mph in residential streets, improvements to showcase bus
routes, new park and ride services, the investment achieved through
'Cycling City' and the controversial residents parking are all helping to
achieve a shift in how people in Bristol get about.

Some 40% of lorries on the motorways are taking food products from
one place to another and back again for processing, packing, and distributing. Cauliflowers from Cornwall go to Lincolnshire to be packed,
then Birmingham to a distribution centre, before going back to a supermarket in Cornwall to be sold. Eight years ago I and my family accepted
the challenge of trying to live for one week on unpackaged food
produced within 100 miles of Bristol. Before then we did the standard
fortnightly supermarket shop by car. That week gave us such a new way
of viewing food that we have not shopped in a supermarket since. Our
food is now better, equally affordable, and appreciated much more.
Once you start looking at your food shopping, you tend to find your
attention turning to cleaning products (vinegar, lemon juice, and bicarbonate of soda get most things clean), clothes, white goods, and so on. It
is astonishing just how much unnecessary and polluting 'stuff' we have
been persuaded to buy in the hope that it will make us happier, offer
higher status, or be fashionable.
Turning back to transport it's fair to say that this topic tends to get
people angry. If we look around the world we can find cities that are
decades ahead of us on healthy, sustainable transport and city design.
Freiberg in Germany is an almost unique example. Green fingers extend
into the city and are not allowed to be built on, streets are safe for four
year olds to walk to school in the care of a six year old sibling, and
heavy goods vehicles do not enter main areas during peak hours.
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Angela Raffle - cyclist
Around 88,000 people in Bristol now commute by foot, bike, or public
transport (3). For people under 40 who work in Bristol it is now normal
to leave the car at home. The scope for further shift is there - 44,000 work
trips in the City by car are under 3 miles with 13,000 of them under 1.5
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miles. Many more people want to use a bike but find the road environment too hostile. Despite 33,000 extra commuters since 2001 the rise in
car commutes is only a few thousand. Bike is up 94% and foot is up 40%.
Further progress in improving our transport system will be faster if we
can learn to talk and listen to each other without anger, blame, namecalling and yelling. Enabling 400,000 people, plus lots of visitors and
commuters, to get around a small city is going to need sharing of space.
Segregation of
transport modes gave us precincts, pedestrian
walkways, and underpasses that nobody felt safe in. When you are
sorting out a mess you find that each step on the way creates new issues
to be worked through. We have to take the long view and we have to
persevere.
And lastly, Bristol City Council has made a clear commitment that it will
use its powers to help reduce air pollution. One controversial issue that
will be disastrous for air quality is the current government's support for
shale gas extraction. In March a comprehensive report on the health
impacts of UK shale gas extraction (4) concluded that air pollution will
be one of many damaging consequences. Oxides of nitrogen, hydrogen
sulphide, formaldehyde, benzene, ethylene, toluene, particulate matter
and ground-level ozone are among the more significant airborne health
hazards. In addition there will be gas leaks across the treatment, storage
and transportation process, as well as emissions from diesel engines,
compressors and heavy transport vehicles. Health risks include cancer,
respiratory disease and birth defects, and the report recommends that
shale gas development in the UK should be halted until a more detailed
health and environmental impact assessment has been undertaken.
Anyone concerned about air quality should read the Medact report.
(1) Health Impacts of Air Pollution in Bristol. April 2014. Air Quality
Consultants.
(2) Overview; the movie. The Planetary Collective
http://www.overviewthemovie.com
(3) 2011 Census Topic Report; Who Cycles to Work? Bristol City
Council 2014
(4) Health and Fracking, the impacts and opportunity costs. McCoy D.,
Saunders P. 2015 Medact

NEWS FROM THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PARTNERSHIP
JULY 2015
Since our newsletter in January, the Bishopston, Cotham and Redland
Partnership has had two public meetings. Some important decisions
have been made in respect of future priorities and the supporting
budget: the Partnership Neighbourhood Plan for 2015/16 has been
agreed and the details can be seen on the Partnership website:
bcrnp.org.uk/welcome to BCRNP/BCR NP plan. To help us fulfil the
Plan's ambitions, several subgroups have been set up:
o Streetscene
o

Sustainable travel

o Biodiversity
o Trees
o Young people
o Communication & engagement
o Place
o Small grants to voluntary organisations
These groups will achieve more if local residents can be involved too,
as there are not enough of us on the Partnership to undertake everything! For example three more local residents have joined the
Streetscene Working Group recently: they work alongside our local
Neighbourhood Officer and other Council Officers, to improve the
attractiveness of our streets and co-ordinate the 50 or so Street
Champions. There have been 5 volunteers' action days since September
2014 to do litter-picking and vegetation cutback - see the pictures on
www.bcrnp.org.uk - click on "How to get involved/be a streetscene volunteer". So if you have a particular interest or some expertise, in any of
the groups above, please contact our co-ordinator Andrew McGrath
(Andrew.mcgrath@bristol.gov.uk). Meetings would be informal at times
to suit the membership.

Dr Angela E Raffle
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Why not come to the public Superforum event at 12 noon, Saturday
September 19th which will be held at Charnwood House Sixth Form
Centre, Cotham Park, Cotham. This replaces the three public forums in
September. There will be speakers on topics of local
interest and small breakout groups and workshops
where you can find out more about what goes on in
the Partnership and where you might wish to be more
involved. (Please note this is a change of date from
previous articles on the Bishopston Society website.)
Check the bcrnp.org.uk website for more information
nearer the time. Please come and add your voice to
local community issues.

BCR NP Festival Committee - £995- publicity and other administration
costs underpinning the local May Community Festival

The total disposable budget for the Partnership for 2015/16 is £54,054.67
(in my website article in May I understated the budget available - my
mistake!), but note that £11,697 is a one-off additional sum just for
2015/16. There is an annual Highways budget of £25,713 in addition, but
that has already been committed for three projects to be completed
during 2014-2017 (see below for details). Each of the interest subgroups
above will have a budget of at least £1,000 and the actual figures were
agreed in June 22nd - to see the details, go to the
draft minutes on

Redland Green Community Gp - £403- three new trees and a second wildflower meadow

http://www.bristol.gov.uk/page/council-anddemocracy/bishopston-cotham-and-redlandneighbourhood-partnership - go to the right-hand
column to click on" Internal links" and then select
the date June 22nd 2015. As this article goes to
print, the Partnership has just under £15,000 of
uncommitted money until March 31st 2016.
The Partnership is committed to continuing to financially support local
voluntary organisations where they can demonstrate that they can
improve the quality of life either for the wider community or for specific
groups who otherwise might miss out on opportunities. At the March
meeting £10,810.50 was allocated to eight voluntary organisations and
the Partnership subgroup which co-ordinated the Community Festival
in May:
63rd Scout Gp, Happy Lane - £1204.50 - contribution to further preparation work for the rebuild of the Scout Hut
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Cycle Sunday - £2,308 -costs of a traffic free celebration day on the Downs
to promote family cycling
Friends of Horfield Common - £3,000 - installing walking and cycling
routes on Horfield Common
Gloucester Rd Central - £1,200- support for Mayfest event on May 2nd on
the middle section of Gloucester Rd
Lifecycle UK - £600- to cover the training and supervision costs of the volunteer bike mechanics restoring second hand bikes at Horfield Prison

Unique Voice (Late spring half term playscheme) - £850 - contribution to
resources
Westbury Park CA - £250 - contribution to printing costs of a local
heritage walk leaflet (jointly funded with Henleaze Westbury -uponTrym and Stoke Bishop Partnership).
The Partnership agreed at the June meeting that
the Small Grants budget for 2015/16 would stand
at £20,000. The first £7,500 was allocated to five
organisations:
Bishopston 1st Scout Group - £600- camping equipment
Golden Hill Community Garden - £2,325 - a pilot project for a social enterprise to offer horticultural and outdoor craft experiences to people with
learning difficulties
Phoenix Films - £1,275 - outdoors cinema in St Andrews Park
Redland Park United Reform Church - £800 - improved hard landscaping
and development of biodiversity planting in the public space around
the church on Whiteladies Rd
Streets Alive - £2,500 - multi-generational project to address social isolation of older people.
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The next deadline for applications is September 5th 2015 when there
will be the final £12,500 to allocate. The criteria will now be tied more
closely to the Neighbourhood Partnership Plan and the applicant will be
expected to demonstrate how the grant would further the Partnership's
priorities. Full details of the new criteria are on the bcrnp.org.uk website
- there are links on the homepage, and the application form can also be
downloaded from the website.
In 2014/15 each Neighbourhood Partnership received £10,000 to allocate
to local projects involved in "green" issues, as part of the Green Capital
15 initiative. Grants were made at the end of January to:
Friends of the Earth - £2,000 - to undertake a review of the need for
house insulation within the Partnership area and make the results available on an individual property level to encourage installation of house
insulation
Friends of Horfield Common - £703- resources for its Edible Garden
Friends of St Andrews Park -£1519 - establishment of a wild flower
meadow
Friends of Horfield Common - £1973 - improvements to access to the
wild life pond
Golden Hill Community Garden - £1370 - additional raised beds
The University of Bristol Student Union was granted money for a joint
local residents'-students' gardening venture, but the union turned down
the money because of a change in its policy. So there is an underspend of
£2,435 to be allocated this year which the Partnership is addressing.
Look out for the "green treasure hunt" in our area from the end of July
onwards! Green Capital 15 has offered each Partnership area £10,000 for
arts projects which promote the aspirations of the Green Capital
venture. The winner is in our area is Chrissie Decker: Chrissie's 'Green
Treasure Hunt' is an active travel trail featuring five strategically placed
"pocket plazas" which illustrate each of the five Green Capital themes.
These installations are designed to enhance the routes they join up and
to provide links to many of the relevant projects and groups in the area.
At each "pocket plaza", residents can pick up a map and scan a QR code
for a clue to reveal 1 of 10 other hidden miniature installations dotted
along the way.
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Good news! The £99 tree replacement scheme will
continue in 2015! This is a scheme where Partnership
money and other funds subsidize the cost of a
replacement street tree which means that local people
need only pay £99 per tree in total. Last year several
trees were planted under this scheme in the
Bishopston area, funded either by individual local
residents or small groups. If you and your neighbours
are interested in this scheme, then contact Clive Stevens
(BCRNPtrees@gmail.com), one of the street Champions, for more details
about money and site. Putting in a new tree (rather than a replacement)
is much more expensive (around £3,000) because of the searches for utilities which have to be undertaken by the Council beforehand, digging
the pit and maintenance. However Cllr Daniela Radice, one of the
Assistant Mayors, is exploring with Highways the practicality of
reviving pits which have been recently tarmacked over, hoping this
might reduce the costs of planting a new tree in future.
On June 10th the sustainable travel subgroup organised
with the police an action day on safe road use: the police
monitored Zetland Road junction and traffic lights on
Whiteladies Rd at certain times of the day, recording a)
motorists who stopped in the cycle box or jumped red
lights, and b) cyclists who jumped red lights or rode on
the pavement. The offenders were leafleted and spoken to
about the illegality of their actions as a way of raising awareness of
simple road safety issues. Action days later in the year will look at antisocial street parking, targeting parking hotspots.
I am hoping that you will see some road improvements in the next
eighteen months for pedestrians on two of our more difficult road
junctions: Cotham Brow/Redland Rd mini roundabout and Halsbury
Rd/Cairns Road junction. In addition there will be traffic calming on
Sommerville Rd. These have all been sites raised by concerned local
residents and are part of the Partnership's commitment to road safety
and sustainable active travel. The Partnership has also produced a local
walking action plan and a map of local walking routes.
Jenny Hoadley
The Bishopston Society rep to the BCR Partnership
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DATES OF THE PUBLIC FORUMS September 2015 January 2016
These are public meetings open to all local residents. Check the website
for the venue:
www.bcrnp.org OR http://www.bristol.gov.uk/page/council-anddemocracy/bishopston-cotham-and-redland-neighbourhood-partnership OR ring Andrew Mcgrath, Co-ordinator (0117 9036898)
Bishopston Superforum,

12 noon Saturday 19th September
Charnwood House

Cotham Superforum,

12 noon Saturday 19th September
Charnwood House

Redland Superforum,

12 noon Saturday 19th September
Charnwood House

Bishopston

7pm Monday 7th December

Cotham

7pmThursday 10th December

Redland

7pm Tuesday 8th December

SMALL GRANT APPLICATIONS FROM THE
NEIGHBOURHOOD PARTNERSHIP:
Deadline September 5th 2015!
There is £12,500 in the Small Grants Fund to allocate to local organisations on October 12th 2015, but applications need to be sent in by
September 5th.
If your organisation is wishing to apply for a grant for a project which
will benefit the local community in Bishopston, Cotham and Redland,
get in touch with the Co-ordinator for an application form
(andrew.mcgrath@bristol.gov.uk) or download the application form and
guidelines about the criteria from the Neighbourhood Partnership
website: www.bcrnp.org.uk.
Please note that the criteria have changed slightly, as applicants will
now have to justify their application as meeting the priorities in the
Partnership Neighbourhood Plan. Full details are on the home page of
the Partnership website above.

DATES FOR THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PARTNERSHIP
MEETINGS October 2015 - January 2016
These are public meetings open to all local residents at 7pm. If possible
have a look at the agenda and reports beforehand on the Council
website (see above for the web address) and check the venue.
Monday 12th October 2015
Monday 25th January 2016
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Litter and recycling - over the last 12 months, the group has collected
359 sacks of litter. We have also worked to improve recycling, particularly end of term waste, as part of the 'Bristol Big Give'

BCR NP Street Scene Group
The BCR BNP Streetscene Group is a group of local residents that
undertakes volunteer projects to help improve the quality of life for
everyone that lives, works and studies in Bishopston, Cotham and
Redland.
Here are just some of the things that we do: Graffiti and fly-poster
removal, litter picks, helping residents, traders and students improve
recycling, cutting back overgrown vegetation and reporting problems
when action is needed by the City Council.
Graffiti - the group has been successful in tackling
graffiti across the area. This has included homes, businesses, street
furniture and even trees!

Before

One of the best things about the group is that it's possible for everyone
to get involved no matter how little time you have to spare! If you are
interested in hearing more about us, please contact Rob Umphray or
Liz Kew

After

rob.umphray@btinternet.com or 07920 422407
kew@zoo.co.uk or 07979 691884
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Help Bishopston have the voice it deserves
by becoming a member!
As a member you would receive two newsletters a year and be consulted
on local issues. We hold two public meetings a year with plenty of topical
discussion. Depending on your interests, you are also welcome to join the
committee or become involved with its work and activities.
Name
Address (please print)
Telephone
(Evenings & Week-ends)

Belmont Road.

E-Mail (please print)
Signature:
Subscriptions - cheques should be made payable to The Bishopston Society
- £7 per annum for individuals or £10 per annum for two adults living at
the same address. Please return this form with fee to:
Richard Farrow,
Garden Flat, 85 Hampton Park, Redland, Bristol. BS6 6LQ

Elton Road seen from
Belvoir Road

or hand in at the meeting in a sealed envelope
- if you require a receipt, please request.
NB Your details will be held on a database for contact purposes.
If you have new neighbours, perhaps you could let them know about
The Bishopston Society.
Extra copies of the newsletter can be obtained from
Lionel White (0117 9445687)
The Bishopston Society promotes high standards of planning and architecture in and around
Bishopston and aims to secure the preservation, protection, development and improvement
of features of historic or public interest.
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www.bishopstonsociety.org.uk

The Oaks Retirement properties, Brynland Avenue.
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39, Gloucester Road house detail.

