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Chair's Report
On the 29th September the Bishopston Society held its AGM. All standing committee members were re-elected, including Jenny Hoadley, who
will continue as our Neighbourhood Partnership representative. At the
meeting I also announced my intention to step down as Chairman at
the next AGM in September 2015, hoping to encourage members to
turn their thoughts to a possible successor.
At the AGM in September, we enjoyed lively presentations from three
speakers on local green projects. Nikki Morgan spoke to us about the
Golden Hill Community Garden - a once-derelict bog under the walls
of the prison, at the bottom of the allotments. After only three years this
site is now flourishing and productive, with a small orchard, raised
beds, polytunnels, a pond, a solar-operated water-pump and an
energy-efficient building made of hay-bales. Volunteers do much of
the work and many community groups visit, including primary-school
pupils on pond-dipping expeditions. (See Nikki's article in this
newsletter).
Sam Thomson then spoke about Friends of Horfield Common and
described their activities, including a successful bid for tree-planting,
which will take place this winter, and improvements to the Armagh.
She gave an impressive account of the challenges already surmounted
as well as plans for the future, with energy and enthusiasm. (See Sam's
article - reprinted from the website - in this newsletter).
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Bishopston recently has suffered adverse effects from large developments judged by the planners to benefit the city as a whole.
Financing local maintenance and improvements currently presents
many challenges. In the Neighbourhood Partnership report you can
find out about recent projects and priorities.
I recommend our excellent website - www.bishopstonsociety.org.uk to
all members with access to the internet. If not, you will find committee
members' contact details in this newsletter. If you care what happens
in Bishopston, why not make your voice heard by volunteering for the
committee - or urging your friends and neighbours to join. If there are
more of us, we can be more effective!
Elinor Edwards
*

*

*

*

*

*

*

Wassail Bristol's Orchard Roots at Horfield Organic
Community Orchard

Then Shannon Smith told us about the Horfield Organic Community
Orchard, founded in 1998 on a neglected field at the edge of the allotments. Managed by volunteers, it now grows apples, pears, plums and
other fruit, plus some nut trees, grapes and berries. It is now flourishing, thanks to the care and commitment of its volunteers. It was heartening to hear about these green and growing spaces - precious oases in
the built-up Bishopston area, which seems so frequently to be threatened with overdevelopment. (See Shannon's article in this newsletter).

The roots of Horfield Organic Community Orchard (HOCO) run
deeper, spread wider, and are probably older than you think. Enabled
by a grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund, orchard members explored
the history of food and fruit growing in the Golden Hill area of Bristol
during their 2013 Orchard Roots Bristol (ORB) project. We learned how
the orchard has been shaped by local geology, orchard traditions in
Somerset and Gloucestershire, and organic gardening activists.
Recording a wide range of stories from founding HOCO members was
instructive. It's inspiring to see how the energy and experience of more
than 100 volunteer members have shaped the orchard since it began life
as an Avon Organic Group project in1998.

Regarding development, please see the Planning Report, an especially
thoughtful and thought-provoking account of some current planning
issues and decisions. In the report, Neil Embleton has commented on
some issues affecting the city of Bristol as well as our local area.

The geology of Horfield is mainly clay with bands of limestone. The
place-name comes from two Old English words horu, for filth or dirt,
and feld, meaning a 'muddy stretch of open country'. These two facts
underlie the history of land use of the area.
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The HOCO allotment plots are on the lower boundary edge of plot
number 58 on the 1843 Horfield parish tithe map, and follow the
original elbow-shaped boundary lines. At the time of the tithe survey in
1843, Horfield parish was composed of 1272 acres. Enclosed pasture
made up around 65% of the land, and 30% was arable. Only 25 acres
were used as orchards and/or had orchard related names - less than 2%.
The 1903 Ordnance Survey map notes this area as Allotment Gardens,
which were probably set up to meet the needs of a growing urban
population as Bristol city extended its boundaries in the 1890s.
Fruit trees and pasturing often co-exist in agriculture. The oldest
fruiting trees in the orchard are bullace plums - a classic boundary
hedgerow species. It is still possible to trace the tithe field boundaries
by following the lines of feral fruit trees within the Golden Hill
allotment site.
Four apples, a pear, and plum trees, were uncovered when the plot was
cleared in 1998. They are not old enough to have been planted when the
site was last used for pasture, more than 100 years ago. Cultivated fruit
trees live for about 70 years, and longer if well cared for. The 'inherited'
apple trees were probably planted by previous allotment holders, and
not before the 1940s. Plum trees, however, have a habit of throwing up
suckers, and our stands of plums look like they may have originated
from older trees in this way.
Samples of ripe fruit from our mystery trees were sent to fruit experts
for identification in 2013. The results were inconclusive - the plum may
be 'Heron'. We have decided to name one tree, which has the
characteristics of a seedling apple, 'Golden Hill Pippin'.
The orchard is now home to more than 100 fruiting trees, bushes and
vines. Several of these have origins in traditional orchard counties that
surround Bristol. These include Gloucestershire varieties - Ashmead's
Kernel, Gloucestershire Underleaf, and Shepperdine Silt, and Somerset
varieties - Court of Wick and Morgan Sweet. The well-planned selection
of different fruits shows that it is practical and pleasurable to eat local
grown fruit all year round. This diversity has proven resilient in the
face of the challenges of weather extremes of recent years - enough
things will do well enough to ensure a satisfactory harvest for a
non-commercial enterprise.
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Apple Day 2012 - juicing
Less than 20% of the fruit eaten in the UK is grown here. This shocking
dependence on imports could easily be reversed by a return to fruit
growing in home gardens, the creation of community orchards in public
spaces, and the return to market garden scale production on Bristol's
'Blue Finger' and other fragments of high quality land, in and around
the city.
Over the next couple of years we'll be developing our Home Orchard
Plot (HOP) project as a way to pass on the skills and habits of growing,
harvesting, storing, and cooking fruit that are needed for a secure, local
food future. HOP is designed to demonstrate how a small 4 x 10 metre
plot can be intensively planted up to grow a variety of fruits. Partfunded by a Well Being grant from the Bishopston, Cotham and
Redland Neighbourhood Partnership, the balance has been raised
through sales of refreshments at Apple Day, Wassail and Summer
Orchard Open Day.
Membership of the orchard is open to anyone, and new members are
welcome to join us from January 2015. Harvest-share members
(numbering about 30) enjoy a share of the harvest, learn specialist fruit5

growing skills, and have the pleasure of working and socialising in a
green oasis in this densely populated part of Bristol. HOCO is also
financially supported by members who join as Friends, and by
donations. The public is invited to find out more about growing fruit
for themselves, see the Orchard Roots Bristol exhibition, and be inspired
by progress on the Home Orchard Plot at our public events.

Birds of St Andrews Park
The Friends of St Andrews Park Wild life Group has been running
monthly bird walks for about 5 years now. We've seen a good selection
over that time because the park provides ideal habitat for many species
in what is otherwise a
very built-up area of
Bristol. The birds we
regularly encounter are
essentially
woodland
species which have
adapted to urban gardens and green spaces.
The open grassy areas
provide feeding opportunities for Blackbirds
and Mistle Thrushes
which
search
for
earthworms and other
invertebrates below the surface.

Wassail 20013 - with Pigsty Morris group

Mistle Thrush and fledgling

The Mistle Thrush looks like a Song Thrush on steroids. It is bigger and
greyer than its cousin and is definitely one of the park's avian stars.
Mistle Thrush populations have declined significantly since the 1970s
and so we are very lucky to see them regularly and have them breeding
in the park.

All are welcome to find our more and Wassail the Orchard on Saturday
17 January 2015, 2-4pm. Pigsty Morris will perform their magic.
Mulled juice, homemade cakes, and apple trees are for sale.
Contact: Shannon Smith
hocohello@gmail.com
0117 373 1587
www.community-orchard.org.uk
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Mistle Thrush
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subtle changes in the number and variety of birds. In spring and early
summer the park is full of birdsong from Blackbirds, Robins, Dunnocks,
Wrens and Chaffinches. These singing individuals are males advertising
themselves to potential mates and defending their territories against
incursions from other males.

Great Tit
The deciduous trees are a
magnet for Blue, Great and Long-tailed Tits which find caterpillars
among the leaves to feed their young in the spring. Coal Tits and
Goldcrests are more likely to be found in the pine trees. We have seen
evidence of tit species making use of the nest boxes that have been
installed throughout the park.
Hedgerows and shrubs are another important feature of St Andrews
Park and these provide both nesting and feeding potential for birds like
Dunnocks, Wrens and Robins. The hedgerow of native shrubs bordering
the meadow is maintained
with wildlife very much in
mind and affords shelter for a
number of bird species all
year round. It is rich in insect
food in the summer and with
fruits in the autumn. House
Sparrows, although nesting in
the roofs of neighbouring
houses, spend much time
congregating in the shrubs
abutting the bowling green.
The

seasons

bring

about
Dunnock
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Starling on
climbing
frame in the
park

As the season progresses, the level of birdsong subsides as raising
young becomes more important. In the past we have been lucky to note
the successful breeding of Mistle Thrushes, Blackbirds and Blue Tits in
the park as evidenced by the presence of juvenile birds. We were lucky
enough to find a Mistle Thrush nest with young in 2013. Late summer is
a quiet time in the park - at least for the birds! They need to moult and
grow new feathers after the rigours of the nesting season. This energysapping process results in birds becoming very skulking so as to avoid
the attentions of predators.
In autumn we tend to see an overall increase in the bird numbers in the
park. Finches form quite large groups at this time of year and it is not
unusual to see flocks of 30 or so Goldfinches along with Greenfinches
and Chaffinches busily feeding in the tree canopy, attracted in particular
to the Plane tree seeds. Starlings start to become more conspicuous as
they chatter away in the trees or feed in groups on the grass. It is likely
that many of these are immigrants from the continent, as Britain sees a
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huge influx as the days get shorter and the temperature dips.
Birdwatching can be very productive in the winter, especially when the
park plays host to small groups of Redwings and Fieldfares. These
beautiful Scandinavian thrushes can be seen feeding on the open grassy
areas. The Fieldfare is a symphony in grey and chestnut, whilst the
smaller but dashing Redwing, with its ruddy flanks and bold creamy
eyestripe, is unmistakable. Winter is also a good time to see Blackcaps.
These robust warblers do not seem to nest anywhere in the park but one
or two overwintering birds can usually be seen, favouring the shrubby
areas near the bowling green. In March 2013 we were lucky to see a
group of 4 Waxwings. These spectacular visitors from northern Europe
occasionally visit the UK in large numbers and are nomadic, feeding in
flocks on berries and moving on when a food source is depleted.
Unusual sightings over the years have included Treecreeper, Ringnecked Parakeet, Great Spotted Woodpecker and even a Short-eared
Owl. Ravens and Buzzards occasionally fly over and we have seen both
Peregrine and Sparrowhawk on our monthly rambles. The running total
for birds seen in St Andrews Park now stands at 40 species. There is
always something to see and hear in the park and long may it continue
to surprise and delight us!
Des Bowring

Waxwing feeding
on rose hips in the
park
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NEWS FROM THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PARTNERSHIP
DECEMBER 2014
In view of the reduced resources available to local
government, Bristol City Council is requiring all
the Neighbourhood Partnerships to devise their
own 3-year Neighbourhood Plan by March 2015.
This will enable us to properly plan, monitor our
own effectiveness and be more transparently
accountable to our local community. We have
been provided with the template and we will be
working on it over the next couple of months.
During 2015 the contents will be discussed with
local residents either at the public forums or a
special event. Do look out for notification of the consultation process so
you can have your say too.
We continue to support local initiatives through the dispensation of our
£30,000 Wellbeing Fund. Many of us will have benefited from at least
one of these activities, but in addition they bring members of the
community together as volunteers to make these happen. It is surely
this network of voluntary activity which keeps this city vibrant and
offers us a better urban experience. On June 23rd the Partnership
allocated a total of £9,103 from the Wellbeing Fund to local projects.
These were:
•Ardagh Toddlers Group - £400 for educational play equipment and
non-slip floor covering
•Cotham Co-operative Academy - £1,000 towards the cost of students
making a film about living in our area

All photos taken in the park. Waxwing photo by Des Bowring, the rest by Simon
Randolph

•Friends of the Downs and Avon Gorge - £338 towards the cost of
printing the leaflets for the public about the events on the Downs in
2014

Regular Bird Walks are held in the park between September and May, every 3rd
Sunday in the month, from 10 to 11 a.m. You can check a walk is on and find out what
has been seen on previous walks, by going to the Friends of St Andrews website:
http://friendsofstandrewspark.ning.com/

•Friends of Horfield Common- £1835 toward public events on
Horfield Common this spring and summer and the installation of 6
bicycle stands
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•Bishopston Cotham and Redland Neighbourhood Partnership Street
Scene - £3,000 for 2014/15 for supporting volunteers in their efforts to
remove graffiti and generally improve our streetscene and for any
professional work needed to supplement voluntary action
•Unique Voice - £2,530 for 18 drop-in play sessions for mainly under
12's in our three parks (Horfield Common, St. Andrews and Redland
Green) over the summer school holidays.
At the October Partnership meeting we funded the following projects:
•Friends of Horfield Common - £3,000 for their tree planting plan on
Horfield Common
•Redland and Cotham Amenities Society - £1,080 for the Cotham Hill
in Bloom scheme 2015
•Picture Room Collective - £2,951 for the "Window Wonderland"
Participatory Arts Trail in February 2015 in the Bishopston area
This still leaves a balance of about £7,000, to be allocated by April 2015,
to which local organisations can apply for small grants. The deadline
for applications is 30th January 2015, and the decisions will be taken
at the March neighbourhood Partnership meeting. Please let any
organisation you know of which is struggling for funds to look at the
guidelines and criteria on www.bcrnp.org.uk and click on "Funding
Opportunities".
The City Council Cabinet has decided that money devolved to the
Partnerships each year, including the allocation of £30,000 for Wellbeing
projects, will not be ringfenced - i.e. we will be able to decide locally
how much of our total budget we can spend on, for example, Highways
projects, rather than be proscribed by a set amount. However the
Bishopston, Cotham and Redland Partnership has decided to maintain
the ringfence for the Wellbeing budget in future years - so for 2015/16
there will still be £30,000 we can use to fund local projects and other
priorities identified in our Neighbourhood Plan.
Each Partnership has been allocated £10,000 for financing local sustainable initiatives as part of the Bristol Green Capital year. A further £2,000
can be transferred from the Wellbeing budget if good applications
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amount to more than £10,000. A small group of us are scrutinising the
applications and the successful ones will be approved at the January
Neighbourhood Partnership meeting.
I find it ironical that, in the year leading up to Green Capital 15, Bristol
City Council has decided to scrap its budget for street tree replacement
- it will be up to local communities do something if they so wish. Where
central government is putting pressure on local councils to make cuts,
inevitably things like tree planting (planning for the future) drops off
the list of priorities when faced by spending on, say, care services where
there is a demand NOW.
Bristol TreeForum wrote to the
Neighbourhood Partnership in October asking whether it wishes to
consider replanting a high priority in the future - to which the answer
was "yes!"
So in 2015/16 some money from the Wellbeing budget may well go
towards more trees, which has been the pattern in the past; in addition,
money available from the Green Capital 15 has also been put into
financing a local initiative in Cotham. During this year our Partnership
Tree team (all volunteers) identified 37 sites for replacement trees,
many recommended by local residents. The Partnership was able to
identify some money which could part-sponsor tree planting where
local individuals or community groups contributed £99 per replacement
tree. So, many of these sites will have replacement trees over the next
few months, including five which were sponsored by funds raised by
the Bishopston Garden Club's Open Gardens event in June. And this
may well be the pattern for tree replacement in the future - we will have
to dig into our own pockets, or hold fundraising
events, if we want to keep our area green.
This of course does not answer the issue of new
tree sites - there are many streets in our area
which have no trees. The cost of planting
new trees is much higher than replacement ones,
because of the required Council utility searches,
consultation, and the pit excavation (old pits are
more cheaply opened up). However the question is, do you want more street trees - and if so,
where? The Bishopston Society would be interested in hearing your views which we can pass
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onto our local tree champions (Bev Knott is the Bishopston Champion),
and if you wanted to get a tree planted, we can put you in touch with
the Partnership Tree Team.

The Friends of Horfield Common - news and progress
N.B. This is reprinted from the TBS website article originally published in
November 2014

If you want more detail of the work of the Partnership, the minutes of
the meetings are on the Council website:
http://www.bristol.gov.uk/page/council-and-democracy/bishopstoncotham-and-redland-neighbourhood-partnership and click on "Internal
links" for minutes and other details.
For what is going on locally in the Partnership and events you can join
in, then go to our own website: www.bcrnp.org.uk as well as checking
The Bishopston Society website: www.bishopstonsociety.org.uk
Jenny Hoadley
The Bishopston Society rep to the BCR Partnership
DATES OF THE PUBLIC FORUMS January - March 2015
These are public meetings open to all local residents. Check the website
for the venue:
www.bcrnp.org OR http://www.bristol.gov.uk/page/council-anddemocracy/bishopston-cotham-and-redland-neighbourhood-partnership OR ring Andrew Mcgrath, Co-ordinator (0117 9036898)
Bishopston

Thursday February 12th

Cotham

Monday February 16th

Redland

Tuesday February 17th

DATES FOR THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PARTNERSHIP
MEETINGS January - March 2015
These are public meetings open to all local residents at 7pm. If possible
have a look at the agenda and reports beforehand on the Council website (see above for the web address) and check the venue.
Monday January 26th 2015 (Redland Green School)

Friends of Horfield Common are working hard to improve both the
access to, and the availability of facilities on Horfield Common for the
benefit of all local people and those who use the common. Alongside
this, our recent work is focussing on improving wildlife and biodiversity as well as opportunities for positive outdoor play activities for
young people. Alongside the ongoing work on Project Ardagh which
aims to take over the day to day management of the Ardagh site from

Monday March 23rd 2015
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Bristol City Council under a community asset transfer arrangement so
that the facility can be revitalised as a community hub.

Project Ardagh:
Winter Wonderland and Community 'Pop-Up' Café

Currently, we have a range of projects which local people might be
interested to get involved with.

On weekends throughout December, the Ardagh Pavilion will be host to
the lovely 'Winter Wonderland' display set up by Colin Small from
Ardagh Bowling and Sports Club. This is suitable for people of all ages
and last year lots of local children and families came along to view it
and to enjoy a cup of tea and a cake at the Ardagh. Entry to the display
is free, but there is a collection in support of Ardagh Toddlers if you
would like to contribute.

Horfield Common Tree Planting Plan
In January, we will be running a series of 4 practical working parties in
Wellington Hill field to clear scrub so that the existing hedgerow can be
improved and enhanced with new planting. Following the successful
achievement of village green status for the field earlier in 2014, we are
now able to begin making improvements which will support increased
wildlife and biodiversity in the area.
We have recently successfully fundraised for the delivery of the
Horfield Common tree planting plan which will see a total of 457 new
trees planted on Horfield Common this planting season. 57 of these
trees are 3-4 metre standards which have been generously sponsored by
local businesses and the neighbourhood partnerships or local residents
and families as memorial trees for loved ones. The other 400 will be
'whips' planted as part of the ongoing BCC 'Tree Pips' project which will
enable young people from local schools including Bishop Road, Ashley
Down, Horfield C of E and Filton Avenue primaries to plant new trees
in Wellington Hill field to create new hedgerows. These will support
improved outcomes for wildlife in the area, as well as improving air
quality and the local environmental in general.
Volunteers are needed to support this work; more information is
available on our website and information in the form of a poster is
attached.
Our Horfield Common Edible Garden project is being funded by the
Naturesave Trust, and we are delighted to be working with the
city-wide 'Incredible Edible' project to learn from their inspiring work in
transforming spaces into beautiful and edible community gardens.
The project is being launched with a presentation from Edible Bristol's
Sara Venn at the Ardagh on Wednesday 19th November at 18.00 and
there is enthusiastic support from local people who are keen to get
involved. Please do come along if you are interested - again information is available on our website, and attached in the form of a
poster.
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Following feedback from last year - we will also be opening the pavilion
for tea, coffee, hot chocolate, warm soup and other goodies in the form
of a 'pop-up' cafe on each of these dates. Pop in to see the display, have a
cuppa with friends and read the papers - all are welcome.
We have been exploring the potential for a community-cafe at the
Ardagh site for a number of years and are planning to use this 4 week
'pop-up' to test out how this might be viable in the short-term while we
work towards a longer term plan for a sustainable future for the site. If
successful, we are hoping to be able to open the building at the weekends from Easter 2015 and throughout the summer to provide a relaxed
and welcoming community café on which we can build further as the
plans for Project Ardagh progress.
This is a great opportunity for anyone who has heard about the Ardagh,
but not had a chance to visit or to see inside the building, to come along
and have a look! FOHC volunteer Sara will be at the helm - pop in, support us by buying a mug of soup or a cup of tea, say hello and let her
know what you think!
The Ardagh Pavilion will be open every Saturday and Sunday from
10-3pm from 29 November - 21 December - we look forward to seeing
you there!
Children and Young People: Play
We have launched our fundsurfer campaign to bring the amazing APE
Project back to Horfield Common in 2015. FOHC volunteers have been
working hard on this project which will, if successful, provide a year's
worth of outdoor play activity on the common for young people aged 813 throughout 2015. Local families (and businesses) can support the
project with £20, £50 or larger funding pledges - which will provide a
17

Golden Hill Community Garden what it is and what we do

year's worth of outdoor play activity for their own children, as well as
enabling the sessions to go ahead. Supporters will receive one of a series
of exciting project themed 'rewards'
The APE Project will be delivering free weekly two-hour Stay & Play
sessions during term time aimed at 8 - 13 year olds on Horfield
Common - although any children of school age are welcome and can
positively engage! Children are free to chose their activities and can
come and go as they please.
After a successful APE project this year, we want to fund the APE
projects return to Horfield Common to provide this amazing outdoor
play opportunity for local children and young people.
This is our first foray into crowd funding and we are really excited by its
potential to enable us to provide exciting and positive activities for
young people on the common. We think that this is a brilliant way to
reach out to local families and our network of supporters. If 50 local
families come along to the unique VIP day experience on offer, we will
have achieved that. If 200 sponsor the project with £50.00 - their children
will benefit from a whole year's worth of engaging outdoor and physical
play activity - and have, to keep, a lovely picture of them enjoying it!
We want to provide play opportunities that are social and available to
all and we're really hopeful that people will get behind this!
Last year, between 30 to 40 local young people were regularly attending
the weekly APE Project sessions on Horfield Common, which were
funded through the Neighbourhood Partnership. Feedback was incredible and we want to continue to provide this opportunity for young
people in the area. Our deadline to raise the total through pledges is
December 31st and the project will be up and running for the first week
of the school term in January, if we are successful. If you (or friends or
relatives) are thinking about a gift for a local young person for the Xmas
season - a pledge to our APE project campaign would be a great gift!
It will only go ahead if we raise the total, but if we do, it will provide
open access, outdoor play on the common for a whole year during termtime.
To support this project click this link and pledge https://www.fundsurfer.com/project/ape-project-stay-and-play-sessions
Sam Thomson
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History
The Golden Hill Community Garden was born out of the efforts of the
Horfield and District Allotment Association, in particular a group of
people who wanted to create a community allotment which anyone
could visit; a place accessible to people with physical and/or mental ill
health or learning difficulties; an allotment for people who didn't want,
or couldn't get or couldn't manage their own allotments; a place where
people could be supported to learn and grow food together. Four years
of fund-raising and paperwork later and the Big Lottery Fund and
Green Capital gave the project the money needed to begin.
This initial funding would provide something for us, the volunteers and
local community, to start from; a basic structure enabling us to develop
and continue building on, with the long term aim of becoming an
income-generating and therefore self-supporting, resilient food project.
Most of the site hadn't been used for years as it was prone to be very,
very boggy. It's a lovely place but it is at the bottom of a slope and the
area had always collected nearly all the run-off from the heavy clay site,
soil conditions familiar to most Bristol gardeners. Contractors and
volunteer groups came in November 2011 and did the heavy work.
They cleared the brambles and weeds, levelled the ground and built a
decking area, walk way, pagoda and some of the raised beds.
The garden opened to our first volunteers on Wednesday Feb 1st 2012.
Wednesdays
These are simply the beating heart of the project.
Lucy Mitchell, our project co-ordinator is on site on Wednesday and
because of this we can provide supported, flexible, accessible volunteering to everyone/anyone who is free. On any Wednesday we are open 104. There are pond dipping children, retired people, people on their
lunch break, everyone is welcome.
Some of our volunteers have support needs; this might include/has
included head injuries, chronic pain, adults from supported housing,
19

Community Involvement
We want to welcome everyone in our local community to the garden
and one way we do this is through our Golden Groups. These groups
rent a raised bed in the garden, that comes ready with pre-weeded compost so it is ready to sow or plant into.
Golden Groups include: Silava care adults with learning difficulties,
Willow Day centre for adults with dementia, a local child minding
group, a local Beaver group, Bishop Road School, and the newest group,
Second Step adults with mental health issues.
We also welcome visitors and visiting groups. This might be
schools/nurseries who come and pond dip; the Brownies have been a
couple of times, University of the Third Age, students from the university. We've recently had some visitors from Europe.
Photo from the Golden Hill Community Garden website
students with learning difficulties on work experience from the local
college, people going through mental health problems etc.

Golden Buds is our outdoor toddler group, it runs every Tuesday and
we have 20 families in the garden, doing craft, digging in our digging
bed, watering the poly tunnel etc.

There are always a range of jobs, as you would expect - planting,
weeding, digging and one of the really important things about us is that
this work is very broad in terms of physical mobility. We have raised
beds, people put chairs up to the sowing area in the poly tunnel, we will
do what we can to make it possible for you to come and garden.

Golden Adventure days are our holiday play scheme days for older children, where we invite them to come and be Robin Hood, or maybe animals in the wood. This runs on Tuesdays during summer hols and two
half terms. Our two years have both been very successful and we get
lots of repeat bookings.

People don't have to stay all day or come every week which means it's
accessible to people who might not, for health or other reasons, be able
to commit to regular volunteering.

Innovation

We share the work, share lunch and share the harvest.
Volunteer Saturdays
Something new that has been started by volunteers has been our open
Saturdays. This involves meeting from 11am for harvesting, weeding,
watering the plants in the poly tunnel, chatting, laughing, playing a
board game or whatever makes us healthy and happy. There are many
people who know the garden well to help those who are new to it. As
these days are run by volunteers, please phone Katja at 07804507320 if
you plan to come.
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We have some very inspiring and innovative people amongst our
volunteers and this has led to two large projects, both of which are
aimed at making us more sustainable.
The first is the 'Tower of Power'. As part of our various attempts to stop
being a bog we had a tank put in to collect the run-off which led to
thinking where this water would be more useful, which led to some
basic back of a fag packet drawings and on and on. We now have some
photovoltaic panels installed on a wooden structure above the tank.
They power a pump which takes the water to the top of the hill which is
14m higher and 300m away into two 6000 litre tanks. This water is then
fed back down across the site to the troughs and taps for 200 plot
holders. As this takes those peoples' plots off the mains it's also saving
21

money. So far, over a year, we believe it has saved us £500 off the
water bill.
The second big project has been the 'Strawbale building'. This was the
last major part of our funding. We hired specialists to come in and
design it and play a large part in showing some of our volunteers the
skills they needed. The build is made of straw, on top of simple hardcore
foundations with some tyres filled with clay. The straw has then been
covered in a clay/lime render. We've had open days for straw spiking
and mud flinging and are now carrying out our finishing touches. This
gives us a warm space in the wet and windy days which is a vital
requirement for some groups to be able to come to the garden. In the
future we are also considering hiring it out for small meetings, pizza
parties etc.
Awards and Accolades
We've won 'Project of the Year' and 'Diversity' awards in the Green
Volunteer awards 2013, we were runner up for 'Best Green Initiative in
the South West' in the Spark awards, and judged Outstanding by South
West in Bloom. Most recently we won 'Outstanding' in the RHS 'In Your
Neighbourhood'. We have also been featured in the 'Guardian' for our
Chutney Making, in 'Garden Answers' and most recently in 'Country
Living'.
Events
One of the ways we raise money towards our self sustaining model is
in putting on events. We have one for Harvest with a funny veg
competition, the one in Spring has a fantastic plant sale, we've just done
a bonfire and we ran wreath making and carols events in December.
Whilst these are our main events we've also done one off's like a
chutney making day. We've run workshops on new allotmenting, soft
fruit pruning, and making raised beds. We also had two days building
our clay pizza oven, again with clay from the pond, this meant getting
in the pond to dig out the clay and at various points putting lots of bare
feet into a pile of clay and water to do the mixing. Very odd, but lovely
soft skin afterwards.
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Finance
After starting with initial lottery funding, we have been self sustaining
since April 1 2014. We've been lucky enough to benefit from local
various community grants such as the Bishopston gardens, and
Waitrose. We also run a friends scheme that provides a regular small
amount. One money maker is in the buying in of bulk compost that is
then resold by the wheelbarrow.
In the future we are thinking of a shop for awkward and bulky items
like bamboo poles and weeds suppressor. There are lots of things that
people would prefer to get cheaply and locally that are either awkward
to transport or much cheaper in bulk.
We would love you to come visit us and get involved. We are open
Wednesdays 10-4 and Saturdays from 11. If this sounds like something
for you, please come to our website and join the mailing list, become a
friend or simply pop in and say hello. We are a garden for the local
community and we rely on the support of the local community to carry
on doing the work we do.
http://thegoldenhillcommunitygarden.com/
Nikki Morgan
*

*

*

*

*

Planning Report for January 2015
On the glorious sunny afternoon of 2 October 2014 there was an
informal meeting held in the Dream Café on the Gloucester Road, which
signalled what we hope will be a new vision for planning in Bristol.
Various representatives of local amenity societies, including The
Bishopston Society, were invited to meet Barra Mac Ruairi, who was
appointed to Bristol City Council in April 2014 as one of four strategic
officers responsible for policy and management, working directly with
the Mayor. His official title is Strategic Director of Place and his remit
covers Property, Transport, City Planning and Design, Economy,
Culture and Major Projects. Barra has extensive qualifications and
experience in architecture, town planning and urbanism and, along
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with the Mayor, would seem to bring a new dynamism to planning
within the city. Our meeting with him marked the end of a day-long
fact finding cycle tour that Barra had undertaken with local councillors,
starting in Henbury and taking in Horfield Common and the Memorial
Ground. The purpose of the tour was to become acquainted with the
northern parts of the city, to have some dialogue with local residents
and to view the problems and opportunities at first hand on the ground.

Proposed routes of
Metrobus

After years of political infighting and lack of strong concerted leadership in the city, this feels like the beginning of a new era of more
progressive joined-up thinking on planning and community matters.
Bristol is after all a city of great character and potential with a formidable heritage but also with heavy demands upon it, which would benefit
hugely from a more creative and consensual approach to development.
Some of the current policy issues within the city are set out below.
TEMPLE MEADS
Extensive development is proposed in the Temple Meads area over the
next 25 years including the Enterprise Zone, which is projected to create
17,000 new jobs, and the long-awaited 12,000 seat Arena, which the
mayor has said will be opened in 2017. In addition, there are proposals
to bring the original Brunel terminus back into active use for the
proposed electrified service to London. Another element which we
dearly hope will be achievable at Temple Meads is a much improved
transport interchange, as the station has always suffered from being at a
distance from the city centre.
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View of Arena within Enterprise Zone at Temple Meads

METRO BUS
Current proposals are for the Metro Bus to link Hengrove and Long
Ashton with Emerson's Green and Cribbs Causeway via the city and the
M32. Unfortunately, the route alongside the M32 is contentious at the
present time as it requires the use of allotment land. The city urgently
needs a proper coordinated public transport system to combat the ever
increasing congestion and pollution created by motor vehicles. One
factor which is concerning about the proposed transport strategy is that
the new provisions such as the Metro Bus are seen as being in addition
to the existing bus network. But one would have to question whether
being reliant on a huge fleet of diesel-powered buses is an acceptable
option, at a time when the city is struggling with increasing problems of
air quality. We all remember the Green Hydrogen Bus about 6 years
ago. It was exciting and innovative, but it was only one bus for one year.
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RAIL BRANCH LINES
The re-opening of certain local branch lines has now become an urgent
priority, considering Bristol's new status as The Green Capital.
The re-opening of the Portishead Line is years overdue and this has
created very real difficulties for the increasing number of people
commuting from Portishead to Bristol on a daily basis. The Henbury
Line is also rapidly becoming a necessity in the light of the extensive
development proposed at the Cribbs Patchway New Neighbourhood, as
mentioned below.

we need Bristol City Council to pressurise South Gloucestershire to
ensure that the impact on North Bristol is kept to a minimum. On
reflection, it does seem arbitrary that large parts of outer Bristol fall
within the adjoining counties of Somerset and South Gloucestershire.
There is a strong argument that the Greater Bristol should be one entity.
SOUTHMEAD HOSPITAL
Well publicised teething problems with traffic and parking at the newly
opened Southmead Hospital beg the question as to whether the site
chosen for the hospital, in the middle of a dense residential area, is
appropriate for a new regional hospital when a more obvious alternative out by the M4 was available. It seems that the question of property
values may have influenced the strategic planning in this case. The
impact of ever increasing numbers of emergency vehicles speeding
along densely packed arterial routes like the Gloucester Road is a serious concern for the safety and amenity of areas like Bishopston. It is
crucial that major strategic decisions are taken with long term vision
rather than short term expediency.

The closure of Portishead station in 1954
CRIBBS PATCHWAY NEW NEIGHBOURHOOD
As set out in our Summer Newsletter, the imminent development of
5,700 houses and associated employment uses in what is technically
South Gloucestershire (rather than Bristol) is likely to have a considerable impact on North Bristol, in terms of traffic congestion/pollution
and possibly even flooding. Although plans are already well advanced,
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Aerial view of Southmead Hospital surrounded by existing housing
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HENGROVE

South

8,000

2006 saw the start of a strategy to create employment opportunities and
new housing within the Hengrove area to bring it up to par with areas
in the north of the city. The first element of this strategy, the
South Bristol Community Hospital, is already in place. Other new
employment uses are following in its wake. It is anticipated that overall
approximately 8,000 new houses will be built in South Bristol in the
period from 2006 to 2026.

Centre

7,400

Inner East

2,000

North

3,000

Rest of Bristol

6,000

TOTAL

26,400

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING
Neighbourhood Plans are a mechanism whereby those living within a
neighbourhood can have more say in deciding the priorities for their
area and go some way to ensuring that they get the development that
they need for the future in terms of new homes, job opportunities,
leisure and community including schools, health services and shops.
There are currently 5 Neighbourhood Areas adopted in Bristol:

This sounds dramatic but in fact 13,606 homes had already been built in
the period up to 2013 and much of the remainder are either planning
permissions already in place or further sites actually identified.
Coming closer to home, planning activity has been relatively quiet
within the Bishopston area over recent months. However, there are four
topics which feature in the local scene at present:
· Licensing

· Old Market

· Two new school buildings

· Redcliffe Way

· Overdevelopment

· Lockleaze

· Design of roof extensions

· Knowle West
· Lawrence Weston
Once adopted, the strategy set out within the Neighbourhood Plan
becomes statutory planning guidance, in addition to the Local Plan, to
be taken into consideration in all subsequent planning applications.
FUTURE HOUSING REQUIREMENTS
Bristol City Council's Core Strategy of 2011 confirmed that 26,400 new
homes will be required within the Bristol area in the period from 20062026. This includes 6,500 affordable units. The projected allocation
within the various parts of the city is as follows:
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WETHERSPOONS
Much concern has been expressed in response to Wetherspoon's
application to open a new drinking establishment at 349-353 Gloucester
Road, with opening hours up to midnight generally and 0100 at
weekends. The reputation of the company for large-scale alcohol
outlets goes before it and many local residents have lodged objections
with the planning department, particularly those living nearby.
Bishopston is primarily an area of family houses and there is a concern
that, in addition to the large number of existing pubs and late night bars
which already exist, this application would have a highly detrimental
impact on the quality of life in the area, particularly with regard to late
night noise and anti-social behaviour. Many residents have stressed
that they would not like to see the Gloucester Road 'alcoholised' like the
Whiteladies Road in Clifton.
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A TALE OF TWO SCHOOLS
We must congratulate St Bonaventure's School on the completion of
their new school building. Constructed in four separate phases, it has
been a great work of coordination and patience on the part of all
involved. The improvement over the previous 1960's building with its
portakabins is immeasurable and the end result is excellent and a credit
to the parish. Hopefully, the new building will carry the school through
for the next 60 years plus.

First three phases of St Bonaventure's Primary School
By contrast, we have to say that Bishop Road school has been somewhat
spoilt by the new extension to its main frontage. This is not a bad building per se, but is certainly not appropriate for this location, projecting
out into a Victorian street. The Bishopston Society and many local
residents expressed concern at the angular modernist character of the
draft design right at the outset. The old school building is full of
character and detail with very little having been altered over the years.
Unfortunately, we tried without success to have it listed, in order to give
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the building protection. Our concerns were dismissed by the Local
Education Authority and the planning permission was granted almost
without debate by the Planning Committee. As a result, the integrity
and character of the building has been lost and community democracy
has been undermined.

New front extension to Bishop Road Primary School
OVERDEVELOPMENT
The problem of overdevelopment is more and more common these days
of high demand and property values. Existing properties within the
Bishopston area are often enlarged to the very maximum such that they
no longer suit their setting and start to impinge upon the amenity of
their neighbours. One example is 15 Upper Cranbrook Road; a typical 3
bed 1930's semi. The initial application was for a large roof extension
with a dormer on the side and an even larger dormer at the rear, with
French doors overlooking adjoining gardens, a massive rear kitchen
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extension and a very long parapetted side extension tight to the boundary. The impact on the neighbour's property was made worse by the
fact that there was a significant change in level between the two and the
proposed side extension was extremely domineering and blocked out
daylight from the neighbour's habitable rooms at the rear of their house.
The initial application was to increase the existing floor area of the
house by approximately 40%. Fortunately, through the persistence of
the neighbour and the planning officer, the impact of the proposals has
been reduced.
DESIGN OF ROOF EXTENSIONS
The golden rule when it comes to roof extensions is that every effort
should be made to achieve the required accommodation in such a way
that the end result looks completely at one with the original house and
with its surroundings. There should be no unsightly bulkiness visible
from the public realm either at the front or the side. The roof conversion
recently completed at 95 Berkeley Road is a classic example of how not
to do it. In this case the ridge of the roof was raised specifically so that a
boxy mansarded extension to either side could be added within the
height of the ridge, under Permitted Development Rights. At the insistence of the planning department the extension has been set back
approx. 1m back from the front gable end but is unfortunately, with its
ungainly irregular shaped windows, still clearly visible from the street.
The roof and extension have then been covered with artificial black
slates which are alien both to the house itself and the local area. The end
result is ugly and discordant. The better way to add an additional
storey to a house is to actually design a proper additional storey to look
as though it could have been part of the original house. Local examples
which have proved extremely successful and actually enhance their
setting are 25 and 38 and 40 Egerton Road.
To sum up, it is encouraging that a new and more visionary regime is
now at the helm at Bristol City Council. We have confidence that more
coherent strategies for the city will emerge which will enable Bristol to
develop as it must without the loss of its great character and for the
general betterment of its residents.
Neil Embleton
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Some memories of Colston's Girls' School, 1932 - 1943 Part 2
I remember a school holiday where, in August 1941, we stayed at the
Tors hotel in Lynmouth which had been taken over by Badminton
School. We took the train from Temple Meads to Taunton and then by
coach to Lynmouth. I kept a log book diary of this holiday. The following details are taken from the diary.
When we arrived at the hotel, we had a high tea of fish pie, followed by
bread and jam. We were allocated various duties: cooks who had to
report to the kitchen at 8.15 each morning, washers up, common room
orderlies to clean the common room, dining room orderlies to wait on
people at meals and staff orderlies to do staff bedrooms, and odd jobs.
Bedtime was 8.40 and lights out by 9pm.
We had a swimming competition one day and our team won. We each
got a prize of a bag of liquorice all sorts, a small present chosen by the
teacher and a medal made of flour and water, stamped CGS 1941.
Another day we had an expedition to the Doone Valley. This is what I
wrote in my diary at the time:
'While we were sitting down to a picnic lunch in the valley we heard
some banging behind us. Suddenly something whizzed over our heads
and landed about 80 yards from us. We laid flat until the noise stopped
and then we jumped up to find out what it all was about. A range
warden came up and told us there was a shelling practice and we must
go away until the operation was finished at 2pm. We hadn't seen the red
flag flying that indicated that shelling practice was in operation. We
vanished in a cloud of dust. At the appointed time, we rushed back and
then when Miss Kerr found the shell's position we proceeded to dig for
it. It took half an hour to heave it out, during which time, Miss Prudhoe
fell on top of everyone in her effort to see down the hole and Joan Relph
and I got terribly dirty. A great shout went up when we heaved it out at
last and feeling very pleased we kicked it down the slope into the
stream to wash it (and ourselves). We managed to take it to nearby
Cloud Farm where we all stopped to have a cup of tea. The man there
said he would take the shell to Lynmouth as he was going there himself
'. [No worries about Health and Safety in those days! - Ed.]
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Our behaviour in the classroom was, I think, very good on the whole some minor infractions like the passing of notes but nothing worse. I do
remember being shocked once at the daring of one girl, after we finished
a chemistry exam, telling us that she wrote, in answer to a question
asking for the identity of some chemical, "Suck it and see". We kept all
our school books in our own desk and took home what we needed for
homework in our leather satchel. I can't remember ever hearing of anything being stolen.
For me, one highlight of the year was the play put on by the staff. A lot
of the teachers appeared to me, to be elderly. When I saw one such older
teacher, who usually had her hair arranged in a plait pinned neatly
around her head, but was now wearing it long and loose - wow!
In my last year at school we twice went to Slimbridge, at Easter and then
during the summer holidays, to plant and pick potatoes as part of the
war effort. This land was later taken over by the Wildfowl and

Wetland Trust. But back then it was flat farmland bordering the Severn.
We slept in a big barrack-like building. I have a photo of us washing in
the dykes and another of us queuing for a meal, probably a stew, cooked
in a huge tureen in an open farm shed. An Italian prisoner of war drove
the tractor (see photo page 34).
I'd never seen a prisoner of war, or even an Italian before. Here is an
extract from my diary:
'Glennis and I cycled to Slimbridge and discovered this summer
(July 25th - Aug 1st 1943) that there were over 400 in the camp. Every
evening we went swimming in the canal and every day we became a
little browner (with the aid of Glennis's fish oil). Food was good but the
cooks were extremely overworked. Hordes of sailors came down every
day to haul potatoes.
On the last night we all went down by the Severn river and, on the
green, short grass, laid our supper by the water's edge. The river
covered the mud, almost lapping our feet and with the background of a
beautiful sunset we ate for the last time as a group of Colstonians'.
Just inside of the front door to the school is a large statue of Edward
Colston (1636- 1721) the school's founder and earlier founder of the
Colston's Boys' School. He was known for his benevolence, being one
of Bristol's most generous charity donators. He gave money to many of
Bristol's schools, almshouses and hospitals and restored a number
of churches. Once a year we went to a service in his memory in the
cathedral. As pupils back then, it was quite unknown to us that
Colston's wealth was accumulated as a result of his trading with the
slave owners in the West Indies. He himself employed a black woman
slave. Now of course we are fully aware of how much of Bristol's growing wealth at that time was derived from its extensive slave trading
activities and all the horrors and suffering endured by the slaves that
this entailed.
Cherry Harris
*
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The 'Our Place' survey - an update
In the July 2014 newsletter, I reported on the initial survey carried out
by some of our members and others on a stretch of the Gloucester Road,
including the section designated as a Conservation Area. We recorded,
on large scale maps, a wide range of features such as interesting
architecture, key buildings, trees and distinctive roof lines as well as less
attractive aspects like intrusive frontages and hazards.

Conservation Area, extending it northwards from the present one that
ends at Overton Road, up to the Somerville/Berkeley Road junction.
This would be 'subject to formal consultation through the appraisal
process'.

All this information was then collated by Pete Insole, BCC
Archaeological Officer at Bristol City Council who manages the Bristol
Historic Environment Record. From the survey results, Pete has now
produced an impressive 25 page draft document, liberally illustrated
with photos and annotated maps, which collates and interprets the
survey data to offer an account of the unique local character and distinctiveness of Bishopston and in particular, its Gloucester Road.
The document concludes with a table summarising the findings under
the headings of 'strengths' and 'challenges'. Strengths include the
'vibrant independent shopping street', of the Gloucester Road, its 'distinctive frontages and strong building lines, particularly gable roofs
with barge boards and traditional shopfronts' and the 'several unlisted
heritage assets such as the former Horfield Police Station, the former
Methodist Church, now Nailsea Electrical, the unusual North Road terrace' behind the Gloucester Road and also the relatively quiet residential
streets with distinct characters bordering it.
Some of the challenges referred to relate to the problems created by
competing heavy traffic use on the rather narrow arterial route of the
Gloucester Road, refuse storage and general clutter along some
pavement sections and the spill out of cafés into narrower areas of the
pavement. A major challenge is the need to ensure the retention of
traditional shopfronts, one which can best be achieved by the strict
application of PAN 8 guidance.*
Strength Description Challenges
What is encouraging is that after this first stage in the survey, Pete thinks
that a new boundary should be delineated for the Gloucester Road
36

Proposed extension northwards of the Gloucester Road/North Road
Conservation area
Following from this first stage document, a request was subsequently
made by Pete for the survey to be taken to the next stage. This would
involve an appraisal of each individual building within the area in
terms of its building type. These types were: unlisted buildings of merit,
grouped buildings of merit, character buildings, neutral buildings and
lastly, negative buildings. To allow decisions to be made as to how to
identify and allocate a type to a given building, brief descriptions of
each type were provided. Even with this guidance, this was clearly
going to be a partially subjective and more time consuming process.
Nevertheless, this second stage was completed by mid October 2014.
Every shop and house in the survey area has now been ascribed a
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specific building type. The eight completed street maps with all this
information have been returned to Pete who hopes that by fairly early in
2015 he will have been able to write a revised and more detailed
appraisal document.
When published, this 'Our Place - Bishopston' document will be a
significant achievement. It will be of considerable value in protecting
the local area from the deleterious effects of any future ill thought out
and insensitive planning applications. It has produced, for the first time,
a valuable, detailed record of the quality and variety of the houses and
other buildings to be found within and bordering a significant part of
the Gloucester Road.
However, Bishopston is more than the Gloucester Road and its neighbouring streets. We shouldn't think the 'Our Place' survey is now
complete. Our longer term aim should be to extend the survey further
outwards on each side of the Gloucester Road. Ultimately, we need to
try and construct a detailed picture of the varied architectural and general environmental qualities of the whole neighbourhood of Bishopston.
Simon Randolph
*These are a set of Guidelines drawn up by BCC.
For details of these, see: http://www.bristol.gov.uk/sites/default/files/documents/
planning_and_building_regulations/planning_policy/local_development_framework/
PAN8-Shopfront.pdf

BISHOPSTON SOCIETY COMMITTEE
NEW MEMBERS REQUIRED!
As some of you will already know, Elinor Edwards and Rose Boswell,
our Chair and Secretary respectively, are stepping down towards the
end of 2015, after many years of sterling service to the Society.
This means that we are in need of at least two new committee members,
though for anyone interested, we are certainly not expecting them to
take on the posts of Chair or Secretary!
Being on the Bishopston Society Committee is both enjoyable and satisfying. While our core areas of concern are monitoring and responding to
planning and licensing, and working with the Neighbourhood
Partnership, committee members are encouraged to pursue their own
particular interests.
The following areas are ones we hope new committee members might
want to be involved in:
• Celebrating TBS successes and disseminating our work more widely
through local networks and the public
• Helping in sourcing and writing articles for the website and
newsletter
• Using social media to extend our influence and support base
• Leading on local initiatives on development and enhancement of
Gloucester Road and Bishopston
• Helping to build our partnership work with local groups like
Sustainable Bishopston, Friends of Horfield Common and the
Golden Hill Community Garden
• Planning topics and appropriate speakers for our public meetings
• Developing strategies for increasing our membership
We meet together about 8 times a year, in a spirit of informality and
creativity.
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Gloucester Road

More details about the Society, its interests and involvement in the
neighbourhood, and the work of the committee can be found on the
website at: www.bishopstonsociety.org.uk/about/committee
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BISHOPSTON SOCIETY COMMITTEE
If you would be interested in joining the committee,
in whatever capacity, please get in touch through email at :
enquiries@bishopstonsociety.org.uk.

licensing applications etc. but not necessarily to attend all the
committee meetings but keep in touch by e-mail etc. please contact the
committee - see below
Contacting any of The Bishopston Society committee members
This page on our website will allow you to directly contact one of the
committee:
http://www.bishopstonsociety.org.uk/about/contactus

We'll be happy to talk with you about how you would prefer to be
involved if you become a committee member, so please include your
telephone number as well.

Odds and Ends
Licensing and Planning
Although we do our best to keep an eye on licensing and planning
applications, we are not always aware of all applications. Your role is
therefore vital - please keep a look out for applications and if you spot
an application that concerns you, then do please contact one of the
members of the committee via the website. You can also object on your
own behalf and can copy objections to your local councillor.

If there is a problem in your local street we would encourage you to
report it to Bristol City Council. If you are able to report problems on
line, that is the easiest and best way www.bristol.gov.uk or you can telephone the new automated customer service number 0117 922 2100.
If you use the automated telephone service you can use "Hot Keys" to
get directly to the area you want when calling - such as the Waste
Services teams.
At the start of your call you will be asked if you know the hot key
number for your enquiry. Simply press the relevant number on your
phone to go directly to the right section in the automated menu.
Issues you might want to report are:
· Missed collection

HOT KEY 1

Public Meeting

· Fly- tipping, - HOT KEY 5

A date for the next Public Meeting (to be held end March/early April)
has not yet been fixed. If you have any thoughts on speakers for either
the Public Meeting or our AGM in September, do please let us know - it
would be good to know what sort of local issues you would like to hear
about.

· Graffiti

Committee

I have received comments that it takes along time to get through but it is
worth persevering if you have the time.

If you would like to join the committee (meetings held every 4- 6 weeks
depending on what is going on in our neighbourhood) or take a more
active role in the Society, please contact us. The committee numbers
have diminished in recent years which means we are not able to undertake all that we would like to do. Is there is an interest you would like
to pursue on behalf of TBS e.g. publicity, leaflet design, monitoring
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Contacting the Council

· Overgrown nuisance hedges (best to email customer services, then
you can attach a photo if you want)
· Blocked road drains

Spot the location competition
As usual we had a 'spot the location competition' held at St
Bonaventure's summer fair and two winners were drawn from 'the hat'
at the AGM - one was from Maple Road and the other from Egerton
Road. The prize was a choice of a bottle of wine or bottle of olive oil.
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Help Bishopston have the voice it deserves
by becoming a member!
As a member you would receive two newsletters a year and be consulted
on local issues. We hold two public meetings a year with plenty of topical
discussion. Depending on your interests, you are also welcome to join the
committee or become involved with its work and activities.

Blue Plaque House on
Sommerville
Road

Name
Address (please print)
Telephone
(Evenings & Week-ends)
E-Mail (please print)
Signature:
Subscriptions - cheques should be made payable to The Bishopston Society
- £7 per annum for individuals or £10 per annum for two adults living at
the same address. Please return this form with fee to:
Richard Farrow,
Garden Flat, 85 Hampton Park, Redland, Bristol. BS6 6LQ

Kings Drive houses

or hand in at the meeting in a sealed envelope
- if you require a receipt, please request.
NB Your details will be held on a database for contact purposes.
If you have new neighbours, perhaps you could let them know about
The Bishopston Society.
Extra copies of the newsletter can be obtained from
Lionel White (0117 9445687)
The Bishopston Society promotes high standards of planning and architecture in and around
Bishopston and aims to secure the preservation, protection, development and improvement
of features of historic or public interest.
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www.bishopstonsociety.org.uk
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Anchor pub detail

