
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Application for Membership 

Name 
 

Address 
 

 
 

 
 

Telephone 
(evenings & week-ends) 

e-mail 
 

Fees (cheques should be made payable to The Bishopston Society): 
£5 per annum for individuals 
£7 per annum for two adults living at the same address 

Please return this form to: Dick Farrow, 25 Monmouth Road, Bishopston, 
Bristol, BS7 8LF.  
Your details will be held on a database for contact purposes. 

The Bishopston Society 
Newsletter    November 2006 

 

 

 
The Bishopston Society promotes high standards of planning and 

architecture in and around Bishopston, education in the geography, 
history, natural history and architecture of the area and aims to secure 
the preservation, protection, development and improvement of features of 
historic or public interest. 
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Focus on Sustainability in Bishopston 

What do you want to see in future newsletters? 

Do you have something of local interest that you would like us to 
include or is there a particular topic that you would like to raise? 
Would you like to see a letters section? 
We are interested in you comments; please let us know. 

 

The Bishopston Society Committee  
  

Chair: Chris McConnell 
Secretary: Rose Boswell John Thorne 
Treasurer: Dick Farrow  Nigel Tibbs 
Ian Donaldson   Joanna Towner 
Pat Jones   Judith Wainwright 
Peter Newland   Lionel White 

Contact address: 6 Berkshire Road 
e-mail: bishopstonsociety@blueyonder.co.uk 
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Gloucester Road Development Update 

Work is now nearly complete on the former Gospel Hall site next to Oddbins 
to create flats and a small shop unit. The appeal for the proposed flats and 
shops development for 148-158 Gloucester Road which covers the run of 
shops up from the Gospel Hall site as far as 1 in 8 was turned down. A large 
redevelopment of the Bottom’s Up building at 2-4 Gloucester Road is now in 
for planning. Drawings can be viewed on the www.ukplanning.co.uk website. 

 

We wanted to replace our small poorly 
insulated small cylinder anyway and so 
this offset some of the cost. There was 
also a government grant of £400. We are 
very pleased with the solar water heating 
and it is interesting to notice the water 
temperature at different times of day and 
to become aware of our individual bath 
temperature preferences. I must 
remember to get a life sometime! 

Other energy generating options 

I did look into the feasibility of geothermal 
space heating but was disappointed to 
find that it was much more expensive 
than you would think a couple of 
trenches with coiled pipe in them should 
be. It would also have wrecked the whole 
garden and unfortunately had to concede 
that it is not an energy source that can 
easily be added to an existing house in a 
city. The idea of a constant background 
heat supply available for the running cost 
of a small pump however remains 
enticing. 

Small domestic sized wind turbines 
however seem to be coming of age. I 
noticed the other day that B&Q are now 
selling them off the shelf with an inverter 
that can be plugged directly in to any 
socket in the house. There are a couple 
of alternative similar sized turbines that 
are soon to become widely available and 
are supposed to be quiet and vibration 
free which is essential if fitting to your 
house.  

There are government grants and again 
they can also be set up to export surplus 
electricity to the grid. I am hoping in time 
to invest in a turbine if it proves feasible 
to fit one to our house. 

Other energy saving methods 

Energy generating systems are perhaps 
at the sexier end of a spectrum of actions 
that can reduce reliance on non-
sustainably produced energy. There are 
more sensible options and there is a well 
established hierarchy of cost 
effectiveness in terms of CO2 savings 
per £ spent. This hierarchy will apply to 
most buildings although modern houses 
will usually already have a reasonable 
level of draught proofing and insulation. 

We currently use some low energy bulbs 
and have tried out LED bulbs but neither 
gives a light that is good for all situations. 
The major draughts have been sorted but 
there is more work to do. Our old boiler 
stopped working in the summer and it 
has been replaced with a much more 
efficient condensing boiler. I believe that 
the greatly tightened building regulations 
introduced earlier this year now specify 
that all new and replacement gas boilers 
must be condensing. We have also 
replaced a couple of windows with 
double glazed sash ones where there 
was leaking and dampness in the wall. 

It is interesting to note that external wall 
insulation for single skin walled houses 
looks like a very good investment 
however for our house it would have 
been extremely expensive and would 
have had altered it’s character. However 
I am sure that, despite its cost, for some 
houses the substantial reduction in 
heating bills combined with possible 
increase in comfort in the house could 
make it worthwhile especially if render 
repair is needed anyway. 

Ways forward 

We are still working on our house and a 
job that I have set myself for the autumn 
is to increase the depth of loft insulation. 
Some of the floors need work done and 
that will be the time to add some 
insulation. Meanwhile I dream of 
windmills. 

I would be happy to share my 
experiences with anyone in the 
neighbourhood who is interested to know 
more about the solar systems. Also, I 
have been wondering if there may be 
interest in setting up some kind of 
Bishopston Sustainable Energy Group.  

Ffi contact Chris Speller   1, Wentworth 
Rd thegap@blueyonder.co.uk 9240119. 
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What’s on 

Bishopston Traders Exhibition 

There is a photographic exhibition about some of the shop-
keepers in the lower Gloucester Road which is displayed in the 
Cheltenham Road Library until the 20th November. This 
exhibition has been set up previously in the Bristol Records 
Office and has been featured in the Evening Post. 

St Peter’s Hospice Christmas Bazaar 

To be held at the Council House, College Green, on Saturday, 
November 11th 2006, 10am to 3pm. Stalls and attractions to 
include, Books & Videos, Cakes, Preserves, Christmas Crafts& 
Decorations,  Raffles,& Refreshments. All profits go directly to 
St Peter’s Hospice. 



 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Resource Pool Public Meeting 

A meeting is to be held on the ? November  
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I was asked to write something for the 
Bishopston Society Newsletter about 
what we are doing to our house to use 
less electricity and gas from the national 
grids. To use the jargon, reduce our 
house’s ecological footprint. The exciting 
new addition to our house is solar panels 
on the roof and I will say something 
about our experience so far. But there 
are many other ways to make a house 
more efficient in its energy use and I will 
also mention other less dramatic and 
expensive measures that we have been 
working on. This is very much work in 
progress. 

I have for a long time, felt uncomfortable 
about my contribution to climate change 
and about the inadequacy of the 
response to this problem. My motivation 
for giving high priority to environmental 
considerations in relation to the house 
was to feel that I am doing my little bit 
towards this global problem.  

What we’ve done 

In August this year we had two solar 
systems fitted to our house; electricity 
producing photovoltaic panels and solar 
water heating panels. The solar water 
system is likely with increasing gas 
prices to eventually pay for itself. The 
photovoltaic system even with the 50% 
government grant is unlikely in purely 
monetary terms to ever pay for itself. The 
motivation here was to participate in and 
in a small way encourage the new 
technology and also get a kick out of 
producing our own electricity. 

The photovoltaic (PV) system 

The photovoltaic system has 16 panels 
and a maximum output of 2kw. The 
panels feed DC electricity to an ‘inverter’ 
in our garage which converts this 
electricity to alternating current at a 
voltage just above the normal household 
240v. This is then connected to the fuse 
box along with the mains electricity 
coming into the house. 

  

When we are using more electricity than 
the panels are producing the mains 
supply makes up the difference. When 
we are producing more than we are 
using the excess is exported to the 
national grid. The standard arrangement 
with electricity suppliers is that they pay 
you (4.5p) for every unit of electricity that 
you produce regardless of whether it is 
exported or not. That is in addition to the 
money that you save as a result of not 
taking it from the grid. To get a higher 
rate of pay for your production an import-
export meter is needed and I am 
currently exploring whether this is 
possible. 

So far (and we missed out on the 
abundant sunshine of the main summer 
period) our best daily output has been 
just over 12kwh but it can be a lot less on 
dull days. It is much too early to know 
what the performance over the year will 
be but it has a predicted annual output of 
1664 kwh which is about a quarter of our 
present usage and also a very good year 
for lager so I am told.  

One thing that we have noticed is that 
having the PV system has made us more 
aware of our electricity consumption and 
I am hoping that this will help reduce it a 
little. It is certainly fun having the system 
and makes me enjoy sunny days even 
more! 

The solar water heating system 

This system consists of 3 panels on the 
roof through which water circulates from 
a very well insulated hot water cylinder. 
The gas boiler can also heat the water in 
the cylinder as necessary. By the end of 
a hot day there can be enough hot water 
(60 degrees C plus) for 3 full baths and 
this water will stay hot for the next day. 
There are various thermostats in order to 
get the most out of the solar gain but 
have hot water when you need it. 

Bringing a little sunshine into our home 

 

As you may have heard by now, the 
Bristol North Pool was bundled with 
two other Bristol City Council sites for 
disposal in an invitation to developers 
in June.  A ‘preferred developer’ has 
now been identified through a 
tendering process.  The brief from the 
Council asked for proposals that would 
provide a purpose-built new library 
above the car park land next to the 
Pool, thus allowing the existing 
Cheltenham Road Library to re-locate 
to the busy section of Gloucester 
Road.  Once the library building has 
been completed and library facilities 
have been moved, the successful 
bidder is expected to be able to 
develop both the existing library site 
and the Pool building.  Since the Pool 
is listed, some form of sensitive 
conversion and re-use, probably not 
involving a pool, is the most likely 
outcome. 

Five tenders were submitted in 
response to the brief and two were 
immediately ruled out as being unlikely 
to achieve a planning permission.  Of 
the three left, one was a joint bid 
between Knightstone Housing 
Association and ourselves at Resource 
Pool, the campaign to save the 
building as a local resource and 
community facility.  Our bid with 
Knightstone assumed that the library 
site would be developed for housing by 
them and Resource Pool would 
become the long-term stewards of the 
pool building on behalf of the local 
community.  

A week before the Council’s cabinet 
met to choose the ‘preferred bidder’ 
we heard that our joint bid with 
Knightstone     was    running   second.  

Accordingly we lobbied local 
councillors strongly and a number of 
our members submitted statements for 
inclusion in the cabinet’s papers and 
turned up at the cabinet meeting to 
speak in support of our application. 
Despite these efforts, the cabinet 
decided unanimously to award 
‘preferred bidder’ status to Chatsworth 
Homes, a new company with very little 
track record, on the strength of their, 
still unpublished, bid.   

Councillors spoke to Resource Pool 
members after the cabinet meeting 
and said how impressed they had 
been by the local campaign and by the 
quality of the Resource Pool bid and 
business plan.  They advised that 
although our own bid had not been 
successful, the winning bidder had 
expressed strong commitments to a 
community use of the building and 
councillors felt that we could work well 
with Chatsworth to secure this. 

Since the cabinet meeting, Resource 
Pool members have met Kevin Batt of 
Chatsworth Homes and outlined our 
ideas for the building.  We have 
shared the Resource Pool bid and 
business plan with him, but as yet had 
no reciprocal sight of Chatsworth’s 
vision or bid.  We still feel convinced 
that the former pool building would 
make an ideal and much-needed 
community facility on Gloucester Road 
but we remain to be convinced that the 
eventual Chatsworth plan will deliver it.  
The campaign to retain our community 
building is not over yet… 

Resource Pool 

www.theresourcepool.org.uk 

Update from the Resource Pool on the Future of the 
Bristol North Baths Building 
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Bristol City Council has been 
attempting to measure quality of life at 
ward level for about 10 years.  Every 
year they publish an update report: 
“Indicators of Quality of Life”*. 
Statistics are drawn from a range of 
sources such as health, planning, 
recycling and a postal questionnaire 
survey.  This sort of work has many 
pitfalls as ward statistics are often 
based on small samples and can be 
open to various interpretations.  
However it does reveal interesting 
characteristics and trends across the 
City and provides a basis for 
community engagement and improving 
services. It also is a measure of how 
much wards and the City as a whole 
are becoming more or less 
“sustainable”. 

Below a few statistics are selected for 
the Bishopston Ward (which is taken 
as the most representative ward of the 
area broadly covered by  “The 
Bishopston Society”).  Statistics relate 
mainly to 2004. 

In terms of energy efficiency, 
Bishopston ward has well above the 
Bristol average of households with loft 
insulation and the highest percentage 
(14%) of residents of any ward who 
buy electricity with a green tariff, i.e. 
generated from renewable sources.  

Bristol’s main source of air pollution is 
traffic and roadside sites in or near the 
city centre are generally more polluted.  
Although some areas exceed 
Government standards, in line with 
much of the City Bishopston has 
shown a downward trend in pollution in 
the last 10 years. However its 
residents, along with those living in 
many wards to the east and south of 
the city centre (and Avonmouth), are 
more likely to say that air quality where 
they live is a problem.  

Other “Environmental Protection” 
indicators such as views about dog 
fouling, street litter and graffiti and
noise from traffic place Bishopston not 
far from the Bristol average. (Redland 
ward of which a small part is included 
in The Bishopston Society area tends 
to rate all these indicators as more of a 
problem). 
 
Bishopston has a relatively high 
percentage (65%) satisfied with the 
appearance of streets and public 
places and in common with many 
wards to the north of the central area 
feels there is good access to services.  
(The same is true of sports/leisure.) It 
has above average proportions who go 
to work by foot or bike (30%).  Just 
over half of residents said they were 
satisfied with the bus service in 2004. 
The report also attempts to rank wards 
by “Ecological Footprint”; the 
environmental effect of different 
lifestyles as measured by car travel, 
weekly waste, expenditure of electricity 
and not buying local food. Bishopston 
is among wards “which tread more 
lightly on the earth” (relatively 
speaking!). 
 
Bishopston scores highly on perceived 
easy access to childcare and 
percentage achieving level 4 at key 
stage 2 (11 year olds).  Pupils living 
here ranked less highly in levels of 
achievement at secondary school, with 
a similar ranking in regard to those 
happy with the academic standard of 
local schools. (Will this change with 
the new Redland School and re-
organisation elsewhere of  secondary 
schools?) Significantly, however, the 
ward ranks second highest in the City 
in the percentage with achievement of 
NVQ level 2 or equivalent qualification 
(91%).  This must also reflect the high 
educational attainment of young adults 
and parents who live in the ward. 

Environmental Quality:  How does Bishopston Fare? 

 

The UK only contributes 2-3% of global 
carbon emissions. What impact can we 
have? Well at another level, 
Bishopston is international.. There is a 
long standing link between Bishopston 
and K V Kuppam in India. Their 
citizens have more experience of 
sustainability, but would like a bigger 
share of energy. A high percentage of 
Bishopston’s residents are 
professional or managerial in their 
vocations and have the opportunity to 
bond with and activate like interests 
across frontiers. There can be united 
pressure on governments and the UN 
from all manner of lobbies and 
associations to address global energy 
imbalance and sustainability. 

If you are persuaded that sustainability 
is serious, then the contacts and 
websites below will help your search 
for advice and action. The Bishopston 
Society will host a meeting on our 
sustainability and what we might 
advance as good citizen practice. 
Redland, Southville, Thornbury, and 
Chew Magna have all adopted 
sustainability programmes for their 
communities.  

 

What might we achieve? An 
environment, which is better for our 
children, and our childrens’ children, 
than that of present day Bishopston, 
which is unsustainable. 
 
Related links: 
Individuals 
Eco-footprint www.ch4.org.uk 
Bristol Energy Efficiency Advice Centre 
www.cse.org.uk  0800-512012 
(freephone) 
Energy Saving Trust www.est.org.uk 
Citizens 
Sustainable Bristol www.bristol-
city.gov.uk/ccm/navigation/environmen
t-and-planning/sustainability 
Institutional 
Education www.esdbristol.org.uk 
Schools www.eco-schools.org.uk 
City Partnership www.bristol-
city.gov.uk/climatechange  0117 
9224470 
International 
www.bishopstontrading.co.uk 
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Currently, life in Bishopston, like other 
locations in the West, needs more than 
one planets worth of resources to 
maintain its global position. The 
present exhaust from our 
consumption, as greenhouse gases, is 
raising average global temperatures 
with adverse consequences for our 
future health and well-being. The UK 
has a target for a 20% reduction in 
CO2 emissions from 1990 levels by 
2010. By 2004, a reduction of only 5% 
had been achieved. 

The consumption of energy in our 
households (25%), by transport (25%), 
through business (25%) and through 
power and other contributions (25%) 
leads to the excess of greenhouse gas 
emissions. Our individual consumption 
produces around 5 tons of CO2 . To 
be in global equitable balance we 
should emit only 0.5 tons.  

The good news is, as the article by 
Nigel Tibbs relates, that those who live 
in Bishopston are taking future 
predictions responsibly and are indeed 
setting an example for many other 
districts in Bristol. Arguably, the 
agenda needs to accelerate if in the 
next 10 years greenhouse gas 
emissions and energy use can be 
reduced and the latter made more 
efficient. 

At a citizen level, we may wish to be a 
bit more collective in our 
understanding and actions. Is less 
polluting, more energy saving public 
transport as accessible as it might be? 
Is access to local produce and less 
food-miles a convenient alternative?  
Is planning permission for energy 
saving adaptations to our buildings 
favourable? Do older and more 
vulnerable people get the right help? 
Can our representatives ensure that 
the Sustainability Agenda of Bristol 
City Council is moving forward 
adequately. 

The institutional level is an extension 
of the individual and citizen 
responsibilities. Where we work in, 
support, or use institutions, are there 
standards for sustainability in place? 
For example, there are two primary 
schools in Bishopston. Both educate 
for sustainability. The City Council 
wants them to achieve high standards 
for their buildings and energy use. 
Parents and governors can ensure and 
report progress. 

The institutional level is an extension 
of the individual and citizen 
responsibilities. Where we work in, 
support, or use institutions, are there 
standards for sustainability in place? 
For example, there are two primary 
schools in Bishopston. Both educate 
for sustainability. The City Council 
wants them to achieve high standards 
for their buildings and energy use. 
Parents and governors can ensure and 
report progress. 

Thoughts on Sustainability from Ian Baker 

 

*Produced by The Environmental Quality Unit , Planning Transport and 
Sustainable Development, Bristol City Planning The most recent reports are 
available to download as pdfs, go to.www.bristol-city.gov.uk/qualityoflife .There 
are also limited supplies in paper format or on cd which you can request by 
emailing to: env_qual@bristol-city.gov.uk.  This and ONS National Census and 
other stastics are available elsewhere on the Bristol City Web Site. In particular 
there are a series of Ward Profiles. Go to www.bristol-
city.gov.uk/WardFinder/pdfs/bishopston-profile.pdf 
 

Health inequalities tend to reflect 
material conditions within Bristol (as 
elsewhere) and there is a sharply 
contrasting picture.  Across a range of 
health indicators such as low birth 
weight, breastfeeding, life expectancy 
and deaths from coronary heart 
disease, Bishopston generally appears 
to enjoy a relatively high level of health 
and wellbeing.  This is likely to be 
linked to education and lifestyle as well 
as income levels. 

Among several indicators of 
“Community Satisfaction”  Bishopston 
also scores highly. As well a high level 
of respect expressed for different 
backgrounds and ethnicity, 88% of 
Bishopston residents reported being 
satisfied with the neighbourhood and 
71% feel they belong to the 
neighbourhood.  In terms of community 
safety the ward has a lower than 
average rate of violent crime (much of 
it occurring in the city centre on Friday 
and Saturday nights) but a higher than 
average rate of burglary.   Only a  
small percentage of residents (in 
contrast to many wards in other parts 
of the City) felt that crime has got 
worse over the previous 3 years or that 
antisocial behaviour is a problem; a 
relatively high proportion feel safe 
when outside in their neighbourhood 
after dark. 

A low percentage of residents in 
Bishopston expressed satisfaction with 
cost and availability of housing (29%). 
This must partly reflect the increasing 
houses prices in Bristol compared to 
most of England and Wales. A higher 
than Bristol average proportion of 
respondents in Bishopston have lived 
in their homes for less than 2 years (no 
doubt many with the burden of a large 
mortgage). 

A great deal of information about the 
population and other characteristics is 
available from The National Census 
which takes place every 10 years. The 
last one in 2001 indicated a higher 
than average of residents aged 16-24 
and 25-44 years in the Bishopston 
ward. It also shows that a high 
proportion of residents work in 
professional and managerial 
occupations. A national index of 
deprivation for 2004 places all small 
area neighbourhoods within 
Bishopston ward as having relatively 
lower scores. 

Perhaps these statistics reveal no real 
surprises. Nevertheless an interesting 
picture emerges of an area and 
community that has changed very 
significantly over the last decade or so. 
The indicators point to local residents 
having a concern and interest in their 
life style and environment on a par with 
the most affluent parts of Bristol.  
However there is no room for 
complacency! 

Bishopston Society Website 

Please visit our new website at BishopstonSociety.org.uk  



 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bishopston Society Photo Quiz 

Where are these photos taken? Send your answers on a post 
card to the Bishopston Society at  6 Berkshire Road, Bishopston. 
The winner will receive a bottle of wine. 
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The Cost of Energy Savings: Provided by Chris Speller 
 
An energy audit of our Victorian house gave the following list of 
energy saving modifications that we could make with an approximate 
cost per tonne of CO² saved. 
 
Action Approximate £ per tonne CO² saved 
Use less energy 0 
Low energy light bulbs 20 
Roof insulation 75 
Draught proofing 100 
Well-insulated hot water storage 120 
Replacement boiler and controls 150 
Floor insulation 150 
Replacement thermally efficient windows 250 
External wall insulation 260 
Replacement efficient electrical appliances 270 
Solar water heating 670 
Wind turbine 1000 
PV panels 1300 

1 

2 

3 

4 


