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Introduction from the Chair
Dear Members,
Important News for us in Bishopston.
On 29th June, Bristol City Council decided to designate the Gloucester Road
(from Ashley Down Road to the Arches) a 'Cumulative Impact Area'. If this sounds
like jargon, please read on. The cumulative impact refers to the total amount
of noise-nuisance (especially alcohol-related) pervading a particular neighbourhood, resulting from a concentration of pubs, clubs and bars where groups of
drinkers are likely to gather. Sometimes this concentration can lead to an increase
in anti-social behaviour, which then has to be dealt with by the police.
The council determined that the Gloucester Road is already saturated with
premises selling alcohol and staying open late. It can already be hard to get to
sleep, or to stay asleep, if you happen to live near one of the many licensed places,
and have to listen to shouted good-byes and slamming car doors well after
closing time. A 'vibrant' night-life is not always an asset to every resident, and
making the Gloucester Road a designated 'Cumulative Impact Area' recognises
that some residents not only prefer night-time quiet, but need it.
In future it should be harder for new licensed premises to open, or for current
premises to open for longer, unless they can show they will not be adding to the
sum total of noise-nuisance already impacting on our area.
Other significant issues continue to develop. Your voice would be welcomed in
the new local democracy now shaping up in Bristol and in Bishopston.
Please see the contributions on planning and on the Neighbourhood
Partnership/Neighbourhood Forums. Please also take note of the Parks and
Green Space consultation taking place on the afternoon and early evening of 13th
September in Redland Parish Hall. People in government are listening out for
your opinions - now is your time to make a difference.
Here in Bishopston we are so short of Green Space that when some new
possibility comes along, we should welcome and support it all we can.
Have you heard about the Community Allotment and Forest Garden project?
This plan centres on a piece of near-derelict land in the local allotments near
Bishop Road School and the prison. Two Bishopston residents have plans to
transform this neglected piece of ground into garden space that gives scope to
schoolchildren, elderly and disabled people or those with learning difficulties,
to help grow plants or go pond dipping (under supervision) and enjoy the basic
pleasures of green and growing surroundings. (More details can be found on
the Sustainable Bishopston website.) Right now they need volunteers with fundraising contacts or skills, but later there will be scope for those able to clear land
and dig.
Elinor Edwards, Chair of The Bishopston Society

Planning and Licensing Update
Bristol Policy Planning and Consultation
A Bristol "Core Strategy" is hopefully in its final stages of preparation by the
planners. The strategy looks ahead to 2026 and will replace the Local Plan.
The new coalition Government have removed housing targets and most of the
Regional Government machinery which was responsible for preparing a
sub-regional strategy for the wider Bristol Area. The implications of these and
other changes in planning (such as ending "garden grabbing") are not yet clear
but it is likely that Bristol will now plan for a somewhat lower scale of new
housing development in the future.
Linked to Bristol’s Core Strategy is a recently published planning document which
establishes planning policies for specific sites. The Bishopston Society along with
other local community interests in the Neighbourhood Partnership area will meet
to consider a response. The Sites Allocation Document is now out for
consultation until October 29th. Paper copies of the Options Document are available to view in local libraries and customer service points and at drop in events
scheduled for each of the Neighbourhood Partnership Areas (for more details
www.bristol.gov.uk/siteallocations). As well as planners, Parks Officers will also
be at these events to answer questions about the Area Green Space Plan which
is being consulted on during the same period. The main spaces for our area are
St. Andrews Park and Horfield Common (see www.bristol.gov.uk/agsp).
The drop-in event for this area is 12 am -8pm on the 13 Sept at Redland
Parish Church Hall, Redland Green Road, BS6 7HE.
As well as attending consultation meetings held about the Core Strategy and the
Sites Allocation Document, we have also attended one about the emerging Bristol
Central Plan.
Planning Applications
There has been more activity in the development and construction industry over
the last 6 months, although only a few larger sites remain under construction.
Some commentators have suggested the recession offers an ideal opportunity
for the government to boost the construction industry which would not only help
to meet the shortage of housing in areas like Bristol but also benefit the wider
economy. However this is unlikely to happen!
Local politicians gave some publicity in the recent local elections to a start being
made on the Bristol North Baths scheme. However so far it appears that work
has been restricted to the clearance of rubbish from inside the baths building and
repairs to the chimney which is likely to be required before the building can be
handed over to the developer.

In March proposals by the Gloucestershire County Cricket Club to greatly expand
their ground and other facilities were approved. This was a great disappointment
to local residents, HowZat? and the Bishopston Society which also opposed the
plans. We objected to the proposals on a number of grounds including excessive
scale, inadequate transport plans and a disregard to local concerns. We will
continue to support local residents and the HowZat? campaign in challenging
plans for student accommodation which require permission in regard to its scale
and the massing (see article from HowZat?).
A more welcome proposal is the replacement of a derelict row of shops with
affordable flats and town houses on 148-154 Gloucester Road (Pigsty Hill). We
attended the consultation event and made a number of comments, some of which
were taken on board in revised plans. This scheme should be a major boost for
Pigsty Hill and hopefully the remaining sticking points to the scheme going ahead
(including Highways objections and the absence of a shop) can soon be resolved.
Again we gave a qualified welcome to the plans for a change of use application
for 79-81 Gloucester Road from A1 to mixed use A1/Fitness and Crèche, (It
was previously "All days" shop which has been vacant for several years.)
The applicants have local community and health needs in mind and have
consulted a wide range of interests. However we have again objected to a revised
change of use application for the public conveniences at the end of North Road
just below the Arches. The building has been sold at auction and the new
owners are seeking permission for a hot food takeaway on the ground floor with
an additional floor to accommodate a one bedroom flat. Our objections relate
to the local litter, noise and parking implications of yet another take-away in this
area and the sub-standard dwelling being proposed. In addition the two storey
building would conceal a large and visually prominent section of the stone pier
of the viaduct, seriously damaging the appearance and character of the very
important structure in the Conservation Area.
We continue to have concerns about the removal of
front gardens which can alter
the appearance and amenity
of streets significantly as well
as reducing the supply of
on-street parking. We have
made suggestions to planners (for example in the case
of a planning application for
154 Berkeley Road) which
would soften the detrimental
effects such as retaining
some of the original front wall.
Public Conveniences below the Arches is subject of a second planning application

Two recent cases of paving
over front gardens have
highlighted another issue: the
lack of permeable paving
being used which is now a
requirement so that rainfall
runs into the ground rather
than into drains which can
cause local flooding.
We have responded to a
number of other planning
applications in the area,
having in mind the benefits
A proposal for the replacement of a derelict row of shops with affordthat a good proposal can
able flats and town houses on Pigsty Hill is generally welcomed
bring to its immediate
surroundings and Bishopston in general. This has included responses to
several applications in Egerton and Berkeley Roads which impact both on
neighbours and streetscape. In a change of use application for 235 Gloucester
Road (on the corner of the Gloucester Road and Bryland Avenue) from a shop
to residential, we accepted the loss of shop and office above owing to its
unfavourable commercial location. However we objected partly on grounds of
unsympathetic design but also as it appeared to be a conversion to an
investment property with 11 student rooms adjacent to family housing
(permission was nevertheless granted). We have more serious concerns about
the quality of a recent proposal for 3-9 Ashley Down Road (somewhat outside
our area) for the demolition of a building and the building of 12 "Cluster Student
Flats". There are also issues raised here about the scale of student accommodation being proposed bearing in mind that Planning permission already exists
to build accommodation for a total of 900 students within half a mile radius of
the proposed site for these flats (550 at the Memorial ground and 350 at the
Cricket Ground).
In another application for the rear
garden of 173 North Road to
replace a garage and workshop
with a dwelling, car space and
private garden we have not
objected. (Permission has now
been granted). From the limited
plans available, we consider the
proposal is small, discreet, within
a garden which is very oversized
for the immediate locality.

Serious reservations about the quality of a recent application
for 3-9 Ashley Down Road

There have also been three planning applications in regard to 2-4 Gloucester
Road (previously Threshers) from Sainsburys which have been granted
permission. The premises already has A1 (retail) use and the proposals involve
alterations necessary to adapt the building to a Metro. These applications have
not had the publicity we might have expected but we do not welcome another
Metro on the Gloucester Road. (See article about the Sainsburys application)
Licensing and a new CIA
After what seems a very long time in anticipation, Bristol City Council has approved
a proposal for a stretch of the Gloucester Road to be designated a Cumulative
Impact Area (CIA) which came into effect at the beginning of August 2010. This
was as a result of a request from the police who have reported a 22% increase
in alcohol related crime in this area. It was also supported in public consultations,
by the local Ward Councillors, other people and the two local amenity societies
ie the Bishopston Society and Redland and Cotham Amenities Society. A CIA
enables the police and local authority to have greater powers in granting new
licensing or significant variations of existing licensing conditions for premises that
primarily sell alcohol for consumption on the premises, other late night uses, and
restaurants and take away outlets. Due to the residential nature of this locality,
there would be an emphasis on the prevention of public nuisance.
We believe that more licensed premises, fast food outlets and extended hours
of operation will further undermine the precarious balance between those who
want a "vibrant" street and the needs of local residents. At our last public
meeting held in March, two speakers (Councillor Neil Harrison and a
Residents Association representative) spoke about their experience of Whiteladies
Road CIA. They were generally positive and emphasized the importance of
residents writing in and attending hearings dealing with licensing applications in
the future.
Given the local concerns about late night drinking, noise etc, the Bishopston
Society feels it is necessary to make representations in response to licensing
applications especially when we receive complaints. Many residents living nearby can be unaware of applications from licensed premises to extend their hours
of operation or "vary" conditions. Some residents are reluctant to object or have
found the experience unpleasant when directly approaching licensees. Apart
from the many households and families who live behind licensed premises, there
are increasing numbers of people living above shops which is now being encouraged by planners. As we have only a very limited capacity and resources, we
are grateful that a member has recently volunteered to provide support in
monitoring licensing applications.
A licensing application for 2-4 Gloucester Road (a new Sainsburys Metro) was
considered at a licensing hearing recently. The decision report from the hearing
is not available for at least several weeks. However I understand that the application for extended hours for the sale of alcohol (7.00 to 23:00) was granted

together with 24 hour opening. The granting of 24 hour opening in particular is
a matter of concern (although licensing say it is unlikely to happen?!).
Nigel Tibbs

The Sainsburys Metro Applications for 2-4 Gloucester Rd
It is hard to gauge how much people have been aware of a proposal for another Sainsburys Metro to open at the bottom of the Gloucester Road (i.e. the old
Bottoms Up/Threshers off licence below the Promenade). A proposal for a new
supermarket of any size can arouse controversy particularly in somewhere like
the Gloucester Road which is rightly proud of its range of independent shops.
It is clear that there is not much the planners can do on planning grounds to refuse
planning permission. (Permission has now been granted.) This is because the
site has planning permission for retailing (A1) use already. The recent planning applications for 2-4 Gloucester Road are for relatively minor matters such
as signage, shop front and other changes necessary to adapt the old Bottoms
Up/Threshers shop/building to a Sainsburys Metro. Some may remember it was
a Burtons before Bottoms Up/Threshers. There was a snooker club on the first
floor until a year or so ago which will be used by Sainsburys for storage (which
has required another planning application). There has also been a licensing application for the site to extend the hours for the sale of alcohol from 7am to 11pm
and for 24 hour opening which has now been granted. In many ways this seems
more significant than the planning applications.
If there are a lot of objections to the planning applications, the Officers can bring
them to Committee rather than decide themselves under delegated powers.
(Unfortunately there is no notice of the application posted on the building –
it might have well been removed.) The problem is like some other planning
applications: if Councillors decide to refuse the application, it is likely that
Sainsburys
would
be
successful if they lodged an
appeal. This is a reminder
of how much planning
decisions can be influenced
or determined by national
policy
and
legislation.
Although the new Coalition
Government is seeking to
hand some of these powers
down to local communities,
so far they seem to be
talking mainly in the context
of housing.
2-4 Gloucester Road: now to be become another Sainsburys Metro

Implications for the Gloucester Road
The planners are unlikely to welcome another Metro. At our AGM several years
ago now, Peter Westbury said they are very committed to "cherishing" the
Gloucester Road and retaining existing shops (the point of their "primary" and
"secondary" shopping frontage designations in the current Local Plan). The
planners delivered letters to nearby traders informing them about the new
Sainsburys application but have had very few if any responses. Clearly some of
the non-food shops nearby would not see Sainsburys as competition. Other shops,
Breadstore in particular, are very popular and it is unlikely that Sainsburys will
make much impact upon their customers. Marcus Wells who runs Breadstore
was largely unbothered about the proposal (see separate article/profile in
Newsletter about Breadstore), although he did think most traders probably took
a different view.
The" Storegap" application made several years ago on behalf of Sainsburys
further up the Gloucester Road on the other side near the Ashley Down Rd
traffic lights was for an altogether larger supermarket. The application was refused
mainly on grounds of employment (the site is in employment use) and transport
(plans included a significant amount of parking with Highways/traffic implications). These considerations do not really apply to the current Sainsburys Metro
application. The Storegap application aroused a lot of opposition (ie GRAB)
although some argued (including Book Cupboard which has since closed) that
it could uplift this part of the Gloucester Road. The bottom end of the Gloucester
Road appears to be in better "health" than where the Storegap application is
located and possibly better placed to withstand more (albeit limited) competition.
The Bishopston Society considers a new Sainsburys Metro an unwelcome
development. Although there might be some marginal benefits (ie that it could
bring more people to use other shops/cafes at the bottom of the Gloucester Rd
–the view of at least one trader), its overall impact upon a larger stretch of the
Gloucester Road in the longer term is unlikely to be positive. Some shops could
suffer including Co-op/Somerfields up the road and do we really need another
supermarket? There could be other uses for the building including housing but
that would mean another loss of a "potential" shop in the Gloucester Rd. There
are also sustainability implications as the larger supermarket chains are certainly
less committed than some independent shops to establishing local links (e.g.
food sourcing) and being open to other sustainable practices.
The Bishopston Society was only aware of the Sainsbury licensing application
after the end date of consultation (July 1st). The granting of extended hours for
the sale of alcohol and 24 hour opening are both unwelcome. 24 hour opening
in particular is a concern both from a nearby residents’ and independent traders’
perspective. (Licensing say that Sainsburys are likely to keep to alcohol opening hours only ie 7am to 11pm). I have talked to the planners about the
proposal for 24 hour opening and they say they cannot consider or impose any

opening hour conditions as it is not relevant to the planning applications in front
of them. (In addition there were no opening hour conditions imposed in the
previous planning permissions.) What seems to be clear in the end is that this
proposal falls between the cracks of the planning and licensing legislation. There
is not enough space here to write about what I have and haven’t learned about
licensing legislation and procedures. (It would end reading like a piece of investigative journalism!) It is clearly very different to planning and probably to most
people very confusing and arbitrary. Many phone calls to both planners and
licensing officers in the last two weeks have convinced me that they do not seem
to be "singing from the same hymn sheet"! The new coalition Government has
issued a new consultation paper on licensing (available on the Home Office website) which is proposing tougher regulation in this area. Fortunately a volunteer
has come forward to help monitor licensing applications as a result of attending
the last public meeting we held in March where we talked about this topic.
Nigel Tibbs

Primary School Places Crisis Update
Last year there was an acute shortage of primary school places in Bristol. Citywide
over 300 families were left with no offer of a school place and were told that the
schools they’d applied to were full. The problem in the Bishopston area was
particularly bad with Bishop Road, Sefton Park, Ashley Down, Henleaze and
Westbury Park schools all being substantially over subscribed. This is not just a
local problem and other areas of the country suffered too and there remains a
predicted shortfall of 5000 primary school places across the 32 London boroughs.
Most local families were eventually offered places after both Sefton Park Infant
School and Bishop Road agreed to host additional reception classes. 10 other
schools across the city also took on extra classes and a number of temporary
classrooms were installed.
This year changes to the admissions criteria saw the scrapping of the Bishop
Road and Westbury Park school catchment areas and most local families were
lucky enough to get the places they’d hoped for. Bishop Road and Henleaze in
particular were not as heavily subscribed and were able to take families from a
wider area than last year.
However the problem has not gone away. There were pockets of families in
St Andrews, Montpellier, Ashley Down, Horfield, Clifton, Hotwells and Stoke Bishop
this year who found themselves without an offer of a local school place. Some
of these families have now secured local school places via waiting lists and 30
families have taken up places at the new school being built on the Brunel field
adjacent to the Cricket Ground. Since the school buildings are not expected to
be ready until January 2011 the reception intake will start their school careers
having their lessons in one of the education/conference suites at Gloucester CCC.

The new school, which is to be run by Ashley Down Junior School, does increase
the number of school places locally. However it may end up only really serving
the needs of the families moving into the new housing at College Mews and along
Ashley Down Road and do little to solve the overall shortage of school places in
the area. Families living around the Memorial Ground have already found
themselves too far away from the new school, Ashley Down or Horfield Cof E
school and face the prospect of travelling to Badock's Wood school on the far
side of Southmead if they want their 4 year olds to start school in September.
It is feared that the area towards the bottom of the Gloucester Rd could become
the next black spot as families find themselves just too far from Bishop Road and
too far from either Sefton Park or Colstons.
Changes to the admissions process mean that school applications will now need
to be submitted in January and the outcome of the applications will not be known
until a week or so before Easter. This is a big change from the current schedule
where applications are due by the end of October with offer letters going out to
parents in the fist week of February. Parents who do not get a local school offer
will therefore have a much shorter time to consider their options and lodge appeals
before the start of the school year.
The Bristol Primary Admissions Crisis group is still active and has convened meetings for families affected this year to be able to come together, kept the issue in
the local news agenda and met with Lib Dem council cabinet members to
discuss ways forward.
Liz Haydon-Turner, BPAC

Seeking Common Ground
A small joint meeting was held with Friends of St Andrews Park, The Bishopston
Society and Sustainable Bishopston on 8 March to discuss scenarios relevant to
‘Whether Sustainability?’
Friends of St Andrew’s Park (www.friendsofstandrewspark.ning.com) are of two
years standing and seek to encourage reasonable and bountiful use of this
Victorian facility. The park caters for residents of all ages and its popularity affords
a variety of recreation marred by some recklessness.
The Bishopston Society (www.bishopstonsociety.org.uk ) was founded in 2002
and maintains and improves the character, amenities and architecture of the area.
Sustainable Bishopston ( www.sustainablebishopston.org.uk) was formed in 2007
with concerns for energy use and efficiency, recycling and use of resources,
biodiversity and environmental conditions. It seeks to raise public awareness for
these issues and to offer support to residents.

The combined group discussed briefly three scenarios:
It is likely that Bishopston will experience in the future, heat waves and intermittent droughts or heavy storms affecting the wellbeing of our gardens and parks
and buildings. Which protective measures should be considered?
Tree replacement and maintenance for cooling effects, front/back gardens which
absorb rainwater, water butts on drain pipes, raised beds for cultivation, green
roofs for water absorption and sensitive responses from the Parks Dept were
practical ideas to emerge.
As fuel becomes more expensive, the local retail trade of the Gloucester Road
will become more of a prize to Bishopston and other residents. How might
amenities and services improve further for both customers and retailers?
There was much enthusiasm for home/allotment growing of food. More local food
and less food miles are imperatives for retailers. Change of ownership from
Somerfield to The Co-operative Society may introduce more environmentally
sensitive goods. The Gloucester Road Alternative Bag (GRAB) campaign had
secured good change of use and looks to capture more local retailers with
loyalty cards. Improvements for waste reduction and recycling facilities are
needed. Too great an expansion of bars and entertainment outlets may increase
noise and anti-social behaviour. Residents and traders bear the brunt of
pollution from traffic as shopping and refreshment conflict with use of this trunk
road. More public transport, cycling and walking will increase gradually, as will
the advent of electric cars.
Energy and other resources need to be preserved for the benefit of children and
their future offspring. But constraint by older people now may reduce their own
quality of living. How can better adjustments be made for buildings, transport,
leisure and other conveniences?
The elegant Victorian houses of the area present difficulties for heat conservation and energy efficiency. Insulation to lofts and floors goes someway, but
further insulation to external or internal walls conflicts with aesthetic features.
Individual or communal renewable energy generation could become worthwhile
investments. Use of club car schemes, shared vehicle use and public transport
will improve mobility for those unable to cycle or walk easily. St.Andrew’s Park
offers recreation for all ages, and local community groups aim to facilitate its
use for an increasing variety of entertainment but also to retain quieter areas for
reflection and appreciation of nature.
Even more ideas for sustainability were thrown up in this lively discussion.
The next challenge is to turn some or all of these ideas into action. Each group
can now reflect on how it may help its members and residents. The Bishopston
Society will convene the next joint meeting, later in the year.
Ian Baker (Sustainable Bishopston)

Spotlight on the Gloucester Road: ‘The Breadstore’
For many of us locals who shop
regularly along the Gloucester
Road, ‘The Breadstore’ is probably one of our frequent ports of
call, even though we often have
to join a queue in order to buy
our daily bread from this very
popular shop. This independent
baker which has become one of
our oldest established local
shops was taken over, eighteen
years ago, by the present owner
Marcus Wells, from a previous
bakery on the premises.
Marcus started his baking career with his brothers at Hobbs House Bakery in
Chipping Sodbury, but after a while he decided to take the plunge and go it alone
in Bristol, where fortunately for us, he chose to set up his new business in the
Gloucester Road. He began here with just himself and one other person doing
the baking, while his wife and another assistant served in the front of the shop.
It is a measure of the success of the business that Marcus and his wife now
employ 14 full time staff as bakers, with additionally a small army of regulars
serving in the shop, supplemented at weekends by part time workers largely
recruited from Cotham School. He also now owns a unit in Montpelier where flour
and other ingredients are stored and some baking is done, so ‘The Breadstore’
is able to take on extra business and supply regular orders to various shops
and cafes in Bristol.
Although Marcus no longer has to be ready at 4.30 am every morning to start the
day’s baking as he had to in the early years, he says he will often still be up and
at work at this time, even though the business is able to operate perfectly well
without his presence first thing and when he takes time off for holidays.
What sort of turnover does he have? Around 800 loaves are sold on any weekday and this figure rises to an amazing 2000 on Saturdays. Marcus estimates
this means that in the 18 years he has managed the shop, they have baked (and
sold) around 7 and a half million loaves. Customers are spoilt for choice. Although
three of the most popular breads are the ‘Harvester’/granary, the large Wholemeal
and the ‘pain rustique’, there are still nearly thirty other kinds to choose from.
There are also almost as many different cakes and patisseries available.
Furthermore, over the period of the recent Football World Cup, the shop baked
around 20 additional varieties of breads associated with the countries that
participated in this event.

Over the years, ‘The Breadstore’ seems to have seen off much of the competition, with Grants, Parsons and now Greg’s bakeries all closing down. Marcus is
fairly philosophical about the appearance of small branches of the major supermarkets along the Gloucester Road. His view is that overall, their presence
probably brings more potential customers into the area. It certainly hasn’t had a
negative effect as far as ‘The Breadstore’ is concerned.
Marcus is the present chair of the Gloucester Road Traders’ Association, and with
the encouragement and enthusiasm of committee members like Jennie Bashforth
from ‘Tart’ and Vickie Wilmott from ‘Zzzone’, he sees the area going from strength
to strength. There will soon be a Gloucester Road website with links to many of
its businesses and there are plans for an annual ‘Independence Day’ to celebrate
the rich diversity of its independent shops - to be held on July 4th! Perhaps
‘The Breadstore’ will contribute to that event by baking some North American
bread recipes.
Simon Randolph

The Neighbourhood Partnership so far….
"Surface dressing" was not something I thought I needed to know anything about,
or indeed had even dreamt of, until I joined the Bishopston, Cotham and Redland
Neighbourhood Partnership in December 2009! We spent a considerable part
of one of the Committee meetings discussing its significance in terms of maintaining the highways of our neighbourhood, and how best to manage the scarce
resources at our disposal to ensure that they remain in good order.
In attending these meetings, I have been reminded of the inherent balance in the
devolvement of public services to a local level, whereby, through the operation
of these committees, the ‘community’ becomes involved in decisions that can
affect us but the experience and technical expertise of Council officers’ contributions are also essential elements in this decision making.
Apart from working out how to spend our small budgets, there has been much
discussion about how to involve more people in the Committee, the public forum
meetings and the activities promoted by the Partnership – engagement has been,
and continues to be, a major issue. The structure of the membership framework has been agreed. The number of community and resident reps there should
be on the Partnership to assist the six Councillors in decision making will be eight
from local community organisations and up to three local residents. (Please see
the article in this newsletter titled Your Partnership Rep Election.) There are now
five subgroups:
* Social engagement

* Wellbeing grant process

* Highways and pavements

* Street plant tubs

* Trees.

Anyone can join these without the sponsorship of a local organisation and is not
required to attend Committee meetings. You can make an application to
Jo Holmes at the City Council (0117 903 6898 or 0117 903 6972) who would
forward your details to the Chair of each group.
The other large responsibility of the Partnership is spending the £30,000 pa
Wellbeing budget (see below for more details). This is money which the Partnership
can use to grant aid local initiatives which improve the quality of life of the
residents in our Partnership area. In the past it has been allocated, amongst other
things, to a youth club, tree planting in streets, and street flower tubs.
For 2010/2011 there is an additional £4,500 to spend on projects specifically to
support older people. The Partnership has agreed a transparent structure for
deciding how to allocate the money: there is an application form and guidelines
available from the Council; the applications are assessed by the Wellbeing grant
process subgroup; then the Councillors make the final decisions at a Committee
meeting (which is public). Over the coming years we are hoping that it will
contribute towards community cohesion and improve the lives of both children
and adults.
The Bishopston Society committee will do its best to keep you informed about
the Partnership and its activities. Please also check our website.

Neighbourhood Partnership Meetings in 2010
All these meetings are public. Please call 0117 922 3029 or go to
Bristol.gov.uk/partnerships to check the venue and time.
Neighbourhood Partnership Committee Dates:
These concentrate on devolved Council services and the spend of the wellbeing budget, and wider issues raised at the Neighbourhood Forum meetings.
Thursday September 30th 7pm
Monday 16th December 7pm
Neighbourhood Forum Meetings
Come along and raise any type of community priority or issue that's important to
you at this one meeting. There will be an open discussion during the forum to
decide which of the top priorities will be escalated to the new Neighbourhood
Delivery Team (NDT) that will address these priorities and report back on progress
and achievements.
Ward

Date

Bishopston Ward

2nd Sept 2010 - Time and venue to be confirmed
9th Dec 2010

- Time and venue to be confirmed

Cotham Ward

9th Sept 2010 - Time and venue to be confirmed
25th Nov 2010 - Time and venue to be confirmed

Redland Ward

16th Sept 2010 - Time and venue to be confirmed
2nd Dec 2010 - Time and venue to be confirmed

The Wellbeing Budget 2010/2011
Purpose
*

Improving the local built environment e.g. removing graffiti, clearing
litter/rubbish, front garden competitions

*

Involving young people via activities so that they feel they are a valued
part of their local area

*

Improving parks and green spaces

*

Improving local traffic and transport

Deadlines for applications: 31st October 2010 (decision on December 16th)

Older Persons Budget 2010/2011 only
Purpose
*

Ideas for spend must come from, and/or have the support of, older people

*

The grant must be spent on actions that will benefit older people

*

The grant must contribute to the health and wellbeing of older people in
the neighbourhood

Deadlines for applications: 23rd September 2010 (decision on September 30th),
31st October 2010 (decision on December 16th), 2nd December 2010 (decision on December 16th)
For an application form and more details:
Email - jenny.jones@bristol.gov.uk
Telephone – 0117-9036825 (ask for Jenny Jones)
or
The Neighbourhood Partnership Grant sub-group: Email – fi.hance@bristol.gov.uk
(Cllr Fi Hance)
Jenny Hoadley
Bishopston Society rep on the Partnership Steering Group for 2010

Your Partnership Rep election
During the summer this year, you would have received a letter from the Committee.
It asked if you were interested in standing, or seconding another member to stand,
in an election to be the representative of the Bishopston Society on the Bishopston,
Cotham and Redland Partnership.
At the time of going to print, we did not know if anyone apart from me, who has
represented the Society on the original Steering Group since the beginning of this
year, was interested in standing. If there is, then you will find a ballot form tucked
into your newsletter. In that case please do complete it and send it to the
Committee secretary before September 25th, or bring it with you to the AGM on
September 27th. Your representative for the next 12 months will be announced
at the AGM.
The Partnership is keen to find different ways of enabling local people to feel they
can have a say in what happens in their local community. Everyone on the
Partnership is still "feeling their way" on how best to do this. So whoever will be
your representative is likely to be getting in touch with you in the coming year to
consult about different issues. The first one is likely to be about reviewing the
criteria of the Wellbeing budget, which is used to provide small grants to local
organisations who are promoting an improved quality of life for the Partnership
residents. You may feel the current criteria do not reflect what you may consider
are the most important issues in our community – your views would help the
Partnership decide what to do.
Do look at our website to find out more about the Partnership and what is going
on. There are other ways of getting involved apart from being a community
organisation rep!
Jenny Hoadley

HowZat? Local Residents’ Group
Latest Update on the Proposed Development at Gloucestershire County Cricket
Club (GCCC)
On the 10th March the Council‘s Planning Committee approved the building of
a 20,000 seat stadium (18,500 permanent seats), including a 400 place conference centre and media centre.
The enabling development housing up to 350 students was approved in terms of
access and layout, but NOT in scale or appearance. The Cricket Club was seeking to build 5 to 7 storey blocks to house the students, without any provision for
parking (the students would sign a ‘no car’ agreement which we do not believe
is enforceable). There would also be no outside amenity space for the students.

The blocks would also overshadow the playground of the new Primary School
for much of the year.
The scale and appearance of the enabling development are ‘Reserved Matters’
which will have to be submitted as a further application to the Planning
Committee.
Many individuals and groups, including the Bishopston Society, opposed the
original Planning Application, and are particularly concerned at the prospect of
the student blocks. The whole development is too intensive for the proposed site,
and the student blocks would be right next to the Ashley Down Conservation Area
(the Muller Orphanages – now the City of Bristol College) and the new Primary
School which is currently being built on Brunel Field.
In the Planning Officer’s report to the Committee, the Officer brushed aside the
City Council’s policy on tall buildings, although this would usually apply to buildings of 6 or more storeys in residential areas with a predominance of 2 and 3
storey housing!
What happens next – can we oppose the Student Blocks?
The GCCC is very clear that they need the student blocks to finance the stadium
development. (We have been denied full access to the viability report on the
scheme on the grounds of commercial confidentiality – although we are contesting
this).
We still doubt that there is a market in this area for building large blocks of
student accommodation – evidenced by statements from the University of the
West of England accommodation services and the lack of progress on the
Memorial Ground.
HowZat? has written to Tom Richardson, GCCC Chief Executive, asking when
the application for ‘Reserved Matters’ is to be submitted and asking for further
public consultation BEFORE this happens. He replied saying "We cannot give
you any specific dates at this stage but please rest assured we will get in contact
with you and will look to consult further before we submit any further applications
on reserved matters."
When the application is submitted there will be less than a month for consultation and up to 3 months before it goes to committee. It is therefore essential that
we are in touch with everyone in the local area who is concerned about this
over-intensive development – so that we can contact you swiftly when the
application is made.
Please contact us NOW at howzatgccc@googlemail.com or visit
www.howzatgccc.org.uk or write to HowZat?
c/o 91 Kennington Avenue,
Bristol BS7 9EX.

A stitch in time and a spot of lime
Our Bishopston front garden stone walls have never really recovered from the
loss of railings during the war but nevertheless are something to be treasured.
They are geologically interesting, representing both local quarrying and other
major works in Bristol such as the digging of the New Cut. Most of our local walls
are built of Pennant sandstone, like the houses, but some are of limestone usually carboniferous but with
oolitic limestone (freestone)
quoins and copes, especially on gateposts. Our front
walls are now more than 100
years old and while some are
still in good repair others
have been neglected or
displaced by hedges and
trees (which should not have
been planted so close). So
the majority are now in need
of attention.
Beautifully restored in Julius Road, complete with new railings - what a joy!

With mortared stone walls it really is a case of "a stitch in time saves nine". Getting
expert attention before stones are lost will save the occupier hundreds of pounds
as well as enhance both his property and the local environment. However the key
word here is "expert" (although this does not exclude the well informed amateur
doing the simpler work).
Nothing dismays me more than seeing a jobbing builder (who usually has no skill
in rebuilding rubble walls) being given the task. Where the wall is beyond repointing he will usually throw half the stone into a skip in order to provide enough space
to build blockwork on the garden side of the site. This will then be faced with the
remaining stone using the same
Portland cement mix which was
used for the blockwork.
Apart from adding unnecessarily
to landfill this kind of rebuild will
have two other harmful effects:
1. It will render the remaining half
of the stone unusable in the
future.
Lime mortar, which our forebears
used, is wonderful stuff. While it
This wall was repointed 7 years ago. Good as new, it should now last another 100 + years.

Rear blockwork – half the stone has gone into the skip

2. As soon as there is any movement
in the wall, the cement will crack.

is less strong than present day Portland
cement it is still holding up the Tower of
London, St Pauls, Westminster Abbey
and most buildings more than 100 years
old. Because it is less strong it can be
easily cleaned off the stones allowing
them to be reused indefinitely. Once
Portland cement has been used you will
need a bolster and many hours hard work
to chip it off which no builder will do.
So if the wall ever needs rebuilding again
you will have to buy in new stone at
perhaps £100 per ton while the old stone
goes into the local landfill site.
Completed wall – it looks like an original but it is not

Because many of our houses are built
on clay, garden walls (and sometimes
the houses themselves) tend to move
- usually only a bit except in very dry
summers. Lime mortar will tolerate this
but being more soluble over the years
it tends to wash out which is why it
needs repointing with lime mortar every
50 years or so. Portland cement on the
other hand will not tolerate any
movement and there are plenty of examples of this happening around the
neighbourhood where there are very obvious cracks.
Going…………………………………..

Going..........................................................................................................Gone!

So take a look at your garden walls. A stitch in time really does save nine and if
they need work done on them, either find a stonemason who knows about
rubble walls or a dry stone waller who knows about lime mortar!
Chris Stephens
PS. No, I don’t need the work! I am retired. Mind you, I do know one or two
people who can do this kind of work competently. See www.swedswa. org.uk

Flyposting
The article below is an email from Katie Singh of the BCC, which was recently
sent to the Bishopston Society secretary. It was thought this would be of interest
to members, as flyposting is all too prevalent along the Gloucester Road and any
initiative which attempts to reduce this activity should be welcomed. It will be
interesting to hear how successful this project is and we will inform you of the
results in due course.
I am contacting you to inform you about a new project which has recently been
initiated to help reduce illegal flyposting. As you are aware, there is no legal
system for flyposting currently in place in Bristol and the council take action against
those who flypost illegally.However, incidents of illegal flyposting persist,
representing a significant cost to Bristol residents but also indicating that a desire
to advertise club and music events exists. We are keen to cater for this need
but need to do so in a controlled manner that doesn't promote illegal flyposting
activities.
I wanted to let you know that we have been looking into pro-active solutions to
reduce the current problem of illegal flyposting and have initiated a project to pilot

small scale official posting sites at which the authorised posting of notices will be
granted. The provision of legal flyposting sites could help to reduce incidences
of illegal flyposting in Bristol thereby reducing the clean-up costs associated with
illegal flyposting, improving the streetscene and improving both residents’ and
visitors’ perception of Bristol. We have also beencontacted by local events
promoters requesting the provision of legal sites, therefore it is likely that support
for this provision is high. The aim of this project is to pilot official posting sites, to
review the effects these legal sites have on illegal flyposting and to establish the
benefits and drawbacks of extending the number and/or scale of these legal sites.
The aims of the project have been defined and are:
1. To reduce the detrimental effect on the environment from illegal flyposting.
2. To reduce the cost involved in removing and/or cleaning areas where illegal
flyposting has occurred.
3. To promote and support the entertainment and leisure scene in Bristol and
develop a good working relationship between promoters/venue owners and the
Council. We have been communicating with promoters and venue owners to try
and tackle the problem and to find a solution which is both suitable and successful
in reducing the problem of illegal flyposting and we are currently completing a
site search to identify possible locations for legal poster sites for the pilot. If you
would like to be kept informed of the progress of this project then please let me
know and if you would like any additional information about this project then please
feel free to get in contact with me. Many thanks.
Katie Singh

Bishopston Anti-Graffiti Volunteer Group.
It will be two years ago in September that a small group was formed to clean up
the graffiti from residential areas to the west of the Gloucester Road.
In June we celebrated finishing clearing all the graffiti from Horfield Common and
the lanes leading from Kings Drive along Donkey Lane and behind Highfield Grove
and Maple Road onto the Common. This was achieved with the continued help
of three Neighbourhood Watches and three volunteers. We operate a zero
tolerance policy to new graffiti so we would welcome more volunteers who live
on the west side of Bishopston and are able to take and email digital photos.
We assist residents with back lanes if they are prepared to maintain them
graffiti free afterwards.
If you want to know more please contact us by email at
Bishopstonantigraffiti@googlemail.com

AGM
Our AGM will take place on Monday 27th September at 7.30
at our usual venue – St Michael's Church Halls on Pigsty Hill.
Our speaker this year will be David Cemlyn who will be talking to
us about the history of Bishopston.
Those of you who are acquainted with him or have been on one
of his walks will know how knowledgeable he is about the area.
We look forward to a very interesting evening.
As usual we hope to keep the formal business as short as
possible by having written reports from the Chair, Treasurer etc.
Refreshments will be served at the end of the meeting.

We look forward to seeing you on the 27th September.

Welcome to our web site...

Welcome to our new web site which is being 'grown' slowly but surely on an
organic basis. Comments and contributions are welcome, so click to let us
know what you would like to see.

www.bishopstonsociety.org.uk

St. Bons. School Fair

Interest in our display at this summer's St. Bons. School Fair

Help Bishopston have the voice it deserves
by becoming a member!
As a member you would receive two newsletters a year and be consulted on
local issues. We hold two public meetings a year with plenty of topical
discussion. Depending on your interests, you are also welcome to join the
committee or become involved with its work and activities.
Name
Adress (please print)

Telephone
(Evenings & Week-ends)

E-Mail (please print)

Signature:
Subscriptions - cheques should be made payable to The Bishopston Society £5 per annum for individuals or £7 per annum for two adults living at the same
address. Please return this form with fee to:
Richard Farrow,
25 Monmouth Road,
Bishopston,
Bristol,
BS7 8LF
or hand in at the meeting in a sealed envelope
- if you require a receipt, please request.
NB Your details will be held on a database for contact purposes.

If you have new neighbours, perhaps you could let them know about
The Bishopston Society.
Extra copies of the booklet can be obtained from Lionel White (0117 9445687)

