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Chair's Report
Since my last report in January's newsletter, three local projects
continue to be worth mentioning. The Health Centre/Library development has stalled temporarily, with the City Council and Chatsworth
Homes in discussion, as an independent assessor reports on the current
differences of opinion. Negotiations are in progress. It is all taking
much longer than the Spence Practice and residents had hoped and
expected.
Sainsbury's projected development of the Memorial Ground (formerly
belonging to Bristol Rovers) halted for a legal challenge brought by
Traders and Residents Against Sainsbury's Horfield. The hearing was
held on 12th March, with the judge deciding in favour of the
development. TRASH decided not to pursue the case further, though
another attempt was made to halt the development by appealing to
English Heritage to list the grounds as a War Memorial. This has also
been refused, so it is likely that Sainsbury's will go ahead as soon as
they can.
After local residents alerted the Society to a proposed extension of
Bishop Road School, TBS attempted to have the building listed by
English Heritage. Although they made a detailed report which underscored the school's local contribution to the area's Victorian context, the
building was not listed nationally. The development was approved
and is now in the process of being built, to provide much-needed
primary school places (but at the cost of a design sympathetic to its
surroundings).
The planning sub-committee continues to monitor applications and to
respond clearly and creatively to each one. Unfortunately the improvements suggested are seldom implemented, and many projects go
through in spite of our objections, leading to overdevelopment,
crowding, lack of privacy and diminishment of garden space.
Our licensing committee has discovered two new/extending licensing
applications, in spite of the provisions of the CIA - one is at bottom of
Zetland Road (thus technically in Cotham) and the other is a wine shop
applying to extend its hours. The Society has written to object, citing
the CIA. We on the committee encourage all our members to report
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any disturbance or damage they experience, including excessive noise
at night, damage to cars, bins, etc - and the squalor often spread around
at weekends. Please call the Police on their non-urgent number 101
and/or Bristol City Council's environmental department on 922 2500
(office hours). If you do make a report, get a reference number - it
makes follow-up much more straightforward.
As to new initiatives, the Society organised an exciting project during
the big Community Week in May. Peter Insole, the originator of 'Know
Your Place' conducted a survey of 'Our Place', mapping noteworthy
features of sections of the Gloucester Road. Please see Simon
Randolph's report for further details about this ''grass-roots' exercise,
which we hope can be repeated and further developed to appraise the
character of Bishopston and make it easier to protect it against unsympathetic planning applications.
Our Neighbourhood Partnership representative Jenny Hoadley reports
in detail in this newsletter, on some important local issues, including
training for residents in monitoring motorists' speeds in 20 mph zones,
with the support of the police.
Also, since funding for tree maintenance and planting has been
severely cut, a new initiative (spearheaded by Clive Stevens, Bristol's
Tree Champion) has been started, to raise funds 'externally' (i.e. from
organisations, corporations and individuals) to fund tree maintenance including replacement trees for existing stumps - and new planting.
The council will provide match-funding, under the banner of
'European Green Capital 2015'. It is now up to us citizens to foster local
tree planting. Please see Jenny's report for more information. An article
by Clive appears on our website, too.
Please visit www.bishopstonsociety.org.uk.
Jenny is willing to stand again as our Neighbourhood Partnership
representative during the coming year. I commend her for her skill and
dedication, and for the continuity she has provided in this challenging
post, which will be voted on at the AGM (see below).
Thanks, too, to all our committee members - all hard-working
volunteers who give their time and energy. If you have time and
energy to spare, why not contact our secretary, Rose Boswell at:
http://www.bishopstonsociety.org.uk/about/contactus/4-secretary
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Finally I'm inviting you all to our AGM on Monday 29th September at
St Michael's Church Hall, The full programme is not yet finalised but
after the short initial business of reports and elections it will explore
the theme of how local Green Space initiatives are succeeding against
the odds in our built-up neighbourhood. It should be inspiring!
Elinor Edwards
*

*

*

*

*

*

*

survey on walking behaviour (it will also be used to demonstrate the
efficacy of the project to our funders). It will also invite you to let us
know your preferred routes. We will also be coming out to find you!
Secondly, we will be holding several focus groups for different sections
of the community, in elderly care homes, with toddler groups, and by
standing on the street with our surveys.
Once we have gathered lots of information we will be collating it,
deciding which routes to focus on, and then going out to survey them.
The map will be published early next year, and made available to download and in shops and local services.

Bishopston Walking Map Project

If you would like to help with any of the phases of this project, and most
importantly of all, take a few minutes to complete a survey, please get in
touch.

We all walk, so why do we need a walking map project? One of the
challenges for us as a city is to reduce the number of cars on our roads,
and we think that people could walk more. Our mapping project was
inspired by a similar project recently carried out by Sustainable Redland
who have distributed their map to everyone in Redland to inform them
about local services and routes.

We would really like someone to be our project IT person so we can
have a project-web site where we keep everyone in touch with what is
going on.

Having had the inspiration we then thought more about how walking
fits in with the walking strategy for the city, and what makes streets
walkable ?

The project is being led by members of Bishopston, Cotham and
Redland Neighbourhood Partnership. Daniella.radice@bristol.gov.uk
Tel: 0117 353 2034

Tel: 07769 131 097
Donkey Lane, Bishopston

With these thoughts in mind, we have applied for and won a grant from
the Local Sustainable Transport fund administered by Bristol City
Council. The aim of the project is twofold: to produce a walking map
with routes demonstrating quick and easy ways to get from place to
place and to survey those routes (complete with timings and gradients).
The routes will be surveyed in detail for walkability and the idea is for
this information to be used in future to help decide on the best locations
for crossings, street trees, and how the routes can be improved for those
who have mobility challenges.
We will also be producing a route or routes, with the idea of 'walking for
pleasure'; this will involve routes along quiet lanes or back routes where
you might want to stroll on a summer's evening.
In order to identify the routes, and to raise awareness of walking we will
be carrying out two initial exercises this summer. The first will involve a
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Liveability and local assets
- report of the Bishopston Society's public meeting

Some of the challenges and constraints faced by the Transport
department in 'delivering' liveability are:
• Central Bristol's partial medieval road layout

There was a shared focus on 'liveability' at The Bishopston Society
public meeting held on 7 April 2014. The common theme running
through each of our four guest presentations was how the neighbourhood quality of the Gloucester Road and Bishopston could be improved.

• Serious planning restrictions preventing road development in those
areas.

Perhaps most significantly, this mix of ideas and projects being offered
was not being imposed as a part of a 'top down' initiative, but rather,
had arisen from a local perception of what was needed. In order to
succeed, these local origin suggestions for how our 'liveability' could be
bettered, would essentially be dependent on their being carried out
through the committed involvement of local volunteers.

•Car traffic and roads tend to create severance of communities.

Duncan Laird, Group Manager for Transportation in the Council, took
as his subject the concept of 'Transport and Liveable Streets'. A 'liveable'
street, he told us, is one that offers a habitable, comfortable living space
for its users. It is a clean, quiet, safe environment, where heritage
features, a sprinkle of nature, good mobility and connected amenities
are important elements - an exemplary basis for transport department
planning.

• Increasing car traffic in Bristol, leading to more air pollution and
accidents
•Major budget cuts, leaving little money available for new or alternative
road systems
Transport policy always faces the conflict created between liveability as
desired at local level and a wider strategic need to ensure a transport
system that functions efficiently. The arterial Gloucester Road exemplifies this problem. It is difficult to ensure everyone, no matter what mode
of transport they use, has a 'pleasant journey experience'.
A recent piece of research by Sustrans used the Gloucester Road and
Church Road to carry out a survey of Bristol shopkeepers who were
asked to estimate by percentage, the type of transport used by shoppers
to get to the shops. There were significant differences between
the traders' perceptions and the actual figures for the modes of transport
that shoppers used. Actual figures are given first, and the traders'
corresponding estimates in brackets:
Pedestrians 55% (42%), Bike 10% (6%), Bus 13% (11%), Car 22% (41%)
Gloucester Road traders clearly overestimate the importance of car use
by shoppers.
The research report says these findings 'have real significance for business
planning - as well as land use and transport….. and suggest retail vitality
would be best served by traffic restraint, public transport improvements and a
range of measures to improve the walking environment'.
The full report of this fascinating piece of research can be seen at:
http://www.tut.fi/verne/wp-content/uploads/Shoppers-and-how-theytravel.pdf
The Mayor's vision of the importance of 'a sense of place' in conjunction
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with the need to 'keep Bristol moving' gives the Transport policy a
guiding framework in which to construct its policy. There is a need to
reduce both the growth and the speed of traffic, achievable for example,
by increasing opportunities for bikes, and by imposing restraints on car
traffic through schemes such as residents' parking and 20 mph zones.
Another approach is by 'retrospective fixing' of existing areas by
reallocation of road space such as in Bristol's Queen Square and
reorganisation of traffic as on the front at Weston Super Mare.

It is hoped that the GRCA appraisal will be the first step in a process
that extends into an 'Our Place' project looking at other areas of
Bishopston to determine their essential distinctive local character, and in
doing so perhaps even define what we mean by 'Bishopston'. This has
already been successfully done for areas in Bristol like Westbury on
Trym, St James Parade and Whitehall. All were community led projects
and involved the active participation of local volunteers in mapping the
assets of their areas. The project has been inspired by the AmericanCanadian author on urban planning, Jane Jacobs.
A completed 'Our Place'survey can be used to influence the planning
process for any new development, making sure it positively and
sensitively responds to the context of the area's local character and
distinctiveness.
Pete briefly explained that by using a series of simple symbols it is easy
to indicate on a map the wide variety of an area's assets and the features
considered significant and of value. Mapped results then inform a planning process that will be in tune with the community's own view of its
sense of place.
A report of this survey, now carried out, can be seen elsewhere in this
newsletter.

The other main speaker was Pete Insole, the Chief Archaeology officer
for BCC, whose present role is to manage the process of carrying out
Conservation Area character appraisals. He pointed out that the
designated Gloucester Road Conservation Area (GRCA) is at present in
'a bit of a limbo', in need of a character appraisal. The Bishopston
Society had therefore asked him if he would organise an appraisal with
the help of local volunteers.
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Daniella Radice outlined a new Neighbourhood Partnership scheme
which aims to produce guided maps that will encourage walking in the
neighbourhood, both for a particular purpose, like getting to and from
specific destinations and also just for pleasure, that would take into
account interesting features along the route. Sustainable Redland has
already produced some walking maps and Daniella wants to extend the
idea to the Bishopston area, loosely defined by the boundaries of
Cranbrook Road, Kellaway Avenue, Ashley Down and Cromwell Road.
The Local Sustainable Transport Fund has made £2,500 available for
production of these walking maps. Once the basic maps have been
plotted, the next stage would be to concentrate on their 'walkability'
which would require looking at the routes in more detail, for example
ensuring that they were made as safe and pleasant as possible. Daniella
welcomed anyone who would like to be involved in any part of this
project. She can be contacted at: daniella.radice@bristol.gov.uk
Finally, Sarah Thorpe told the meeting of the setting up of Glos Rd
Central, an initiative aimed at raising awareness of the rich mix of
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independent shops to be found in the stretch of the Gloucester Road
going north from Pigsty Hill up to around the junction with Nevil Road.

Memory fragments of the Gloucester Road,
about 1932 - 1943
• One day, a flood inundated the area, with the water up to 3 feet deep
which had overflowed from the Cran brook and probably also from the
culverted stream running along North Road. The following day in
Cheltenham Road, I remember seeing in one shop window the usual
huge, white plaster foot (advertising what?) now mired by dirt from the
flood water.
• In Morgans, the drapers (now Maplin) I watched, wide-eyed as
money was relayed in canisters spinning along a wire to the cashier. I
think that before Morgans was built, the space was occupied by a tram
depot, with another depot located further up the Gloucester Road
towards Horfield where the large heath centre now is. Trams ran up and
down the Gloucester Road, and from Zetland Road you could travel on
one to the Downs. On the trams, which were all open topped, on a wet
day we pulled the wooden back rest down so making a dry seat to sit
on. The fare was a penny but generally we walked everywhere.

To help put Glos Rd Central on the map, there would be a 'Mayfest'
street party here, with a range of activities planned for the whole day on
Saturday, May 3rd, all part of the Neighbourhood Community Festival
week.
In June, Sarah intends that Glos Rd Central will take part in Big Green
Week, [see: http://biggreenweek.com/] greening up the road with
planters and growing edible plants.
You can get involved and keep in touch with their latest news at:
twitter.com/glosrdcentral and facebook.com/GlosRdCentral
By the end of the evening one came away feeling both positive and
purposeful. All four speakers had offered a variety of ideas and schemes
that will significantly improve our local environment. Through voluntary based neighbourhood action and involvement, we are fortunate to
have the opportunity to help bring about changes that can have a really
beneficial effect on local liveability.
Simon Randolph
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• Next to Morgans was the Scala cinema. One day I recall deliberating
on whether I would be daring enough to go to an afternoon film
performance which would cost 3d. In the end, I decided against it.
• My mother owned quite a large residential establishment and in
wartime, providing enough food for the guests could be a problem. One
day, the Overton Road fish shop owner phoned to say he'd got kippers
in. I remember my mother rushing off on her bike and returning with
about 70 kippers. I also remember whale meat which was wasn't
rationed, being brought home, though I didn't care for its oily taste.
• My life long friend Dina and I went up to Woolworth to buy two cups
and saucers with orange and green coloured decoration. Being a 3d and
6d store, I assume the cups cost 6d each while the saucers were threepence.
•Several shops in the Gloucester Road sold school uniforms. There were
also lots of shoe shops. The Carwardine Cake shop's wares were
delicious.
• I was a regular user of the Cheltenham Road library, but the books
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were so sober in appearance compared with the present day colourfully
illustrated books for young people.

Firstly, let us consider the impact of development pressures on North
Bristol in general and the Bishopston area in particular;

• I loved swimming and was in the school team, so Bristol North Baths
was very familiar to me. There was a foot bath to walk through, but I
never saw anyone use it. There were small changing cubicles on either
side with various rude things written on the walls. There was a spring
board and full diving boards, though these were removed in later years.
There was no shower but there was a mirror to see if your hair was
alright. We all wore swimming caps and our costumes were made of
wool. We competed with all the girls' grammar schools and even female
university students and I remember we always beat them!

- Cribbs Patchway New Neighbourhood
On 26 March 2014 South Gloucestershire Council voted to proceed with
the Cribbs Patchway New Neighbourhood. This is development of
5,700 new houses and 50 hectares of employment use by 2027 on the site
for the former Filton airfield which stretches from the Cribbs Causeway
Shopping Centre across to the A38 and up to the M5.

• Dina's dad taught at Bishop Road School, where evening lantern slide
shows were sometimes given. Dina and I would walk to these shows
and home again, in the dark.
• During the war, on the streets it was easy to find shrapnel - fragments
of the shells fired at overhead planes. I collected shrapnel, but I don't
know why, there was no use for it.
Cherry Harris
*

*

*

*

*

*

*

PLANNING REPORT FOR SUMMER NEWSLETTER
July 2014
Extent of Cribbs Patchway New Neighbourhood

As we emerge from the recession, it is becoming increasingly clear that
Bristol is under pressure for ever more development, which is inevitably
having an impact on North Bristol and, of course, Bishopston.
Meanwhile, the involvement of the community in matters of local
government and planning is increasing all the time and the decision
making system is slowly becoming more transparent. The question is
how we as community groups can influence planning decisions for the
better in order to accommodate necessary development, whilst at the
same time keeping Bristol the attractive and liveable city we all love.
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Whilst this development is technically within South Gloucestershire, it
will inevitably have a considerable impact on North Bristol. The following day, 27 March, Bristol City Council held an evening workshop under
the title of the Sustainable Development and Transport Scrutiny
Commission; an inquiry where interested parties were invited to consider the impact of the new development on Bristol and how Bristol City
Council might best safeguard its interests in negotiations with South
Gloucestershire. The meeting highlighted urgent concerns about the
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impact of increased traffic congestion and pollution, risk of flooding, the
quality of the new residential neighbourhoods and whether adequate
community facilities would be provided from the outset, in order to
ensure that the new development is not simply a 'dormitory estate' like
Bradley Stoke relying on the resources of North Bristol, which would
only generate ever more car journeys in and out of Bristol. The concern
about this vast new development is made all the more poignant as
North Bristol is already at saturation point, with traffic congestion at
gridlock every morning and evening. The outcome of the meeting was a
number of suggestions as to how Bristol City Council should bring pressure to bear on South Gloucestershire to minimise the impact on Bristol:

Bristol Rovers at UWE. Since the permission was granted the local
community protest group TRASH has sought a High Court Injunction
to block the development, because of the projected negative impact on
the Gloucester Road High Street and the inevitable increase in traffic
congestion and pollution. Unfortunately, this challenge was not
successful and there has since been a further move to stop the
development by means of an application to have the whole site listed as
a war memorial. English Heritage have rejected this application. The
strength of protest against this development is evidence that the local
community is only too aware of the impact which it will have on
Bishopston/Horfield and the quality of life within the area.

• BCC should be present at all discussions regarding the allocation of
Section 106 funding

Coming closer to home, local planning applications demonstrate how
the pressure for development is putting an increased strain on the area.
Sites which would previously not have been considered are now
coming forward and proposals are more and more intensive, due to the
high demand for and value of houses in the area.

• BCC should press for improvements to public transport (particularly
the Henbury Branch Line) to be brought forward to the beginning of the
development period, in order to minimise vehicle journeys from the
outset
•BCC should press for all new homes to be 'state of the art' low energy
housing with proper community facilities in place from the outset.
In short, a 'real community for the future' in the way that Bishopston is a
real community with its schools, churches, health centres and
allotments etc

- Six Townhouses at junction of Claremont Road and Elton Road
This contemporary development tries hard to make the most of a steep
site formerly occupied by a row of garages. The design has been carefully worked out, with most of the houses on 4 floors in addition to the

• BCC should press for all development areas to be designed around
SUDS (sustainable urban drainage systems) so that this vast proposed
development does not increase the risk of flooding in North Bristol
The impact of a development of this size on an area which is already
very close to the limit cannot be over emphasised. One of the attendees
at the workshop estimated the annual Council Charge for the 5,700 new
homes at £56m! There was a strong feeling at the meeting that South
Gloucestershire are keen to promote this development in their 'backyard' for their own ends, whilst the impact will be felt most strongly by
Bristol…North Bristol in particular.
- Memorial Ground Permission 2014
Bristol City Council granted permission for the new Sainsbury’s superstore on the Memorial Ground, in order to fund a new stadium for
14

Front of new Claremont Road houses.
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- 29 Seymour Road

Rear view of new Claremont Road houses

garage below. They have roof terraces in lieu of a garden and overlook
the tall trees surrounding the church on Kersteman Road directly
opposite. This development is understandably intensive and whilst it
does not exactly ' blend in' with adjacent properties it does respond well
to an extremely challenging site and has an interesting contemporary
form. It demonstrates how creative design can produce attractive and
interesting homes, even on a very challenging site.

Following the questionable success of 25 Seymour Road, where the
oldest building in Bishopston (a Georgian farmhouse) was demolished
in order to build an oversized block of 5 three storey townhouses with
no off-street parking at all, the first application for 29 Seymour Road
alongside came as an unpleasant surprise. No 29 Seymour is a semidetached Georgian villa in a remarkably original state and the proposal
is for a staggered terrace of modern flat roof 2 storey terraced houses in
the rear garden, at the end of a long narrow driveway. The new houses
have an arbitrarily 'industrial' character and sit very uncomfortably next
to the old house. They are too close to the small terraced houses in
Dongola Road behind and would be overbearing. The first 2 applications for 5 units were roundly refused by the planning department,
following extensive objections received from all parts of the community.
The third application for 4 units is currently awaiting what we hope will
be the same fate. It is a sign of the times that developers will persist at
huge expense to obtain permission for over intensive/ unsuitable
schemes in the face of a barrage of local objection. This application is an
example of insensitive and inappropriate design within the curtilage of
a cherished historic building and as such should be resisted.

- Nevil Road Surgery
With the surgery relocating to the North Bristol Baths, the existing surgery is the subject of an application to turn it into flats. Whilst the
conversion of a large old house into flats is not exceptional, it is the
density of the proposals which has raised concerns in what is primarily
an area of family housing. The first scheme for 7 units was rightly
rejected as being too intensive. The second scheme for 5 units has again
come under fire for having what many people consider to be too many
flats with only 2 off- street parking places. However, the promised
quality of the proposal is very high with the new (small) side extension
designed and detailed to match the existing house. We await the
outcome of the application with interest.
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Bird's eye view of application no 2
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Local communities are becoming more and more involved in the local
planning process. This has come about partly as a result of the
introduction of the on-line planning system, which has undoubtedly
made it much easier to view and comment on planning applications.
Furthermore, the Coalition introduced the New Planning Policy
Framework (NPPF) in 2012 in a bold move to simplify our overly
complex planning system, to encourage development (in order to
stimulate the flagging economy) and to engage local communities all
over the country in decision making in their local area.
- New Church, Kersteman Road
One example of local community involvement is The New Church in
Kersteman Road which was recently vacated and put up for auction.
The PROD (Protect Redland from Overdevelopment) local action
group sprang up overnight and started a campaign to see the church

building and its grounds retained as a community facility, for use as a
playgroup or similar. They have succeeded in having the building put
on The List of Community Assets of Value, which gives it some
recognition in planning terms. It also allows a moratorium period
during which the local community has the opportunity to buy the
building before it is sold on the open market. By way of contrast, we at
the Bishopston Society did not see any merit in trying to retain the
building as a community facility when there is no obvious source of
finance to either buy or maintain it over time. Instead, we took what
we considered to be the more pragmatic view; that the building was
not feasible as a community resource or even for conversion into
residential. So we collaborated with the council to prepare a Site Brief; a
short document which sets out how the community would like to see
the site developed by any future owner. This document is then lodged
with the planning department and becomes a point of reference for any
future planning application.
- Bishop Road Primary School
The community's objection to the new classroom block for Bishop Road
Primary School (mentioned in the Winter Newsletter) was not
successful. The Local Education Authority ignored the community's
concerns with the insensitive modernist design for the new classroom
block on the front of the school (we did actually try to get the school
listed but were not successful) and proceeded with the planning
application. When it came to the Committee, they felt obliged to
approve it as the building is required urgently and unanimously
granted permission. In practice, the work started on site within a matter
of days. So it would appear that the planning process was something of
a formality in this case. The community's wishes were thwarted and the
school will soon have an incongruous major addition to its front
elevation which will sadly detract from what is a high quality building
that is much appreciated by local residents.
- 'Your Place' Survey

New Church
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Members of the local community took part in the 'Your Place' survey of
the Gloucester Road in March. This involved a group guided by the
Council making a detailed visual assessment of the buildings at the
bottom end of the Gloucester Road, within the conservation area. A full
report can be seen elsewhere in this newsletter.
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The Gloucester Road is of course in a state of evolution at present. It is
very sad that work on the Bristol North Baths and the new Bishopston
Library has been so badly held up during the Spring, not least when it
took so long to get the project underway initially. However, the
upgrading of the Promenade has been completed with its new bus stops
and trees and is looking promising. What a shame that it was not
possible to devise a strategy for screening the unsightly rubbish bins as
part of the project.
We all understand that Bristol and Bishopston have to develop and
evolve in response to changing social and economic factors. However, it
is essential that we do not 'throw out the baby with the bath water 'and
spoil the attractive and liveable character that Bristol has always
enjoyed and which has drawn so many of us to the city over the years.
In some ways, it seems that Bristol is a victim of its own success, in
attracting so much development activity. In the past the city has been
held back by a lack of clear political leadership and has missed the
opportunity for essential infrastructure improvements. The obvious
example of this is the want of a modern coordinated public transport
system. By comparison, Newcastle had a superb metro system up and
running in 1975. We are confident that now that Bristol has a mayor in
place with considerable vision and determination, the city will develop
and improve in positive directions, playing on its strengths without
sacrificing its charm and character.

have lots of primary school children in the ward we are looking forward
to having many more trees planted in our area and in school grounds.
However, due to budget cuts, the council is not putting as much money
into its stump replacement work so, earlier this year, the BCR
Neighbourhood Partnership agreed a scheme whereby any persons,
neighbours or group can apply to get a new street tree planted; to
replace a stump, a dead tree or to go in an old pit covered over by
tarmac or into a grass verge. You need to come up with some money but
the Neighbourhood Partnership will double that (so you only pay a
third).
At this stage please just identify and email me where the stumps and
opportunities are. If I get two or more suggestions from the same street
I'll put you in touch with one another and then we can work out how to
raise the money for your road.
Please also contact me if you'd like to be the tree stump contact for your
part of Bishopston. Ideally we would have four people covering the
ward to co-ordinate with Clive Stevens of the tree forum.
Daniella Radice Councillor, Bishopston Ward
Tel: 0117 353 2034
Tel: 07769 131 097
www.daniellaradice.com

Neil Embleton
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*

*

*

*

More Trees for Bishopston !
The Bristol Tree PIPS project will enable school children in the ward to
plant trees in their school grounds and nearby in the forthcoming year.
This is one of the flagship projects of Bristol as a Green Capital. As we
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@greendaniella

NEWS FROM THE
NEIGHBOURHOOD PARTNERSHIP
JUNE 2014
May 3rd to May 11th was our Neighbourhood Festival, co-ordinated by
the Bishopston Cotham and Redland Neighbourhood Partnership.
Several events happened on the Gloucester Road area, including the
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Heritage Mapping Session on Wednesday May 7th lead by a Council
officer (a fuller report elsewhere in this newsletter) and organised by
The Bishopston Society.
On Saturday May 10th there was the Super Forum at St Michaels and
All Angels Church on Pigsty Hill which was open to all local people and
replaced the separate public forums held 3-monthly throughout the
Partnership area (the next ones are in September - see below for the
dates.). Stephen Williams our MP and Kris Donaldson of Green Capital
2015 were speaking, and there were opportunities to debate in small
breakout groups, local issues like policing, highways, our high streets
and how to improve our area.
Kris Donaldson spoke about the implications of Bristol winning the
award of European Green Capital for 2015. Bristol will join a list of
other cities which have previously won the award, including Stockholm
and Copenhagen. It won the award because:
• It has already a neighbourhood partnership structure
• It had already established a local Green Capital Partnership of 450
organisations
• Its re-cycling success in reducing landfill to virtually zero
• Its intent to set up a municipal energy company.
Green Bristol 2015, a community enterprise company, has been set up to
co-ordinate events during 2015, and its small staff group have devised a
2014/15 Action Plan which will, among other issues, address:
• Energy saving
• Local food production and distribution
• Using the term 'reuse' rather than 'recycling'
• Improving transport and traffic congestion to improve air quality
• Encouraging businesses to re-focus their investment plans to
incorporate sustainability
So how much will this cost? The Council has put in some money (about
£1 million) but central government has provided £7 million and there is
support from the private sector as well. Bristol will be expected to showcase sustainable projects which could be copied by other cities through
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the UK and Europe. Green Capital 15 is planning a big community
engagement exercise so no doubt we will be hearing more from them
over the next few months. Go to www.Bristolgreencapital.org.uk and
www.bristol2015.co.uk for more information.
Stephens Williams MP spoke about the relevance of the Localism
Act 2011 for local people wanting more control over their local
communities. For example:
•The right to register a local building or service (eg a pub or post office)
as a "community asset". This means that if the owner wishes to sell it ,
there is a six month breathing space when the community could raise
the money to buy it
• The right to develop a Neighbourhood Plan
• The right to challenge a local authority-provided service where the
community feels it could provide it more effectively themselves.
My personal view is that such "rights" are for exceptional circumstance;
it makes more sense to influence our Council to deliver quality and
relevant services - and that is why the Neighbourhood Partnerships are
an important part of our local political and democratic landscape. There
is no doubt that the Council is structuring itself to this end, but the
cutbacks in funding leading to fewer resources and less staff makes the
process more tortuous.
The 20 MPH speed limit has been in force for a few months and the feeling recorded in the Local Forums this year is that many motorists are
driving over the limit. The police are organising Speed Watch events
when volunteers are trained to use a "speed gun" which will record the
speeds in locations suggested by local people - offenders are then sent
letters by the police. If you are concerned about
the speed of traffic on your road or your
immediate area, then get in touch with one of our
local PCSO's (Police Community Support Officer):
David.Said@avonandsomersetpolice.police.uk or
make contact directly with the police website::
www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/services/watchcommunity-schemes/community-speed-watch.
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Once you have been trained and had some experience, you can
volunteer to be a co-coordinator where you will have loan of the radar
gun, and can call together local volunteers at times convenient to
yourselves to do a speed check.
The quality of the streetscene impacts on the feeling of wellbeing
within our communities, and the Partnership has a role to play in this:• Section 106 money which is paid to the Council by the developers at
the County Cricket Ground will be spent on pedestrian facilities within
one kilometre of the Ground by 2018, and will include improving the
bus stop arrangements on Gloucester Road
• The Partnership on March 24th has agreed to spend its £65,000 budget
on upgrading pavements on the top four recommended locations
arising from an assessment by Highways staff. These are:
- Cotham Brow between Cheltenham Rd and Arley Hill
- Belmont Rd between Somerville and Greville Rd
- Kings Drive
- Collingwood Rd.
If there is any money remaining at the end of the year then part of
Springfield Avenue and Elgin Park will be improved.
• Other schemes from last year from a variety of budgets will be
completed by December 2014 and include:
- Increased parking for shoppers above Pigsty Hill
- Either a build-out or speed table on Effingham Rd outside
St Andrews Park gate
- Consultation on improving the junctions on
North Rd/Cromwell Rd and Cheltenham Rd/ Zetland Rd.
• The Partnership has £51,426 to spend on a local traffic scheme in
2014/15. Various options will be put to the Partnership by the Council's
Highways department for a final decision at the public Neighbourhood
Partnership meeting on Monday June 23rd.
• At its meeting on March 24th the Partnership adopted the draft local
action plan in principle for implementing the Council's Walking
Strategy. (The Council strategy can be downloaded at
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www.bristol.gov.uk/page/transport-and-streets/walking). The aim is to
encourage walking to promote health and as an alternative to using the
car. The Partnership will need to consider promotion of walking within
its activities and how it spends the few budgets it controls. Local
volunteers are needed to help plan safe walking routes; for example
where dropped kerbs are needed for wheelchair and buggy access, the
need for seating in hilly areas, where seasonal overhanging vegetation is
a problem for walking safely, where wheelie bins are a nuisance etc. If
you are interested in this please contact our co-ordinator Andrew
Mcgrath (Andrew.mcgrath@bristol.gov.uk or telephone 0117 9036898).
Overall, the Bishopston area should see improvements in its streetscene
over the next year.
In my January webpage article I referred to the Neighbourhood
Working Priorities: various departments of the Council have been
tasked to work in a co-ordinated way to improve local areas. On March
24th we were updated on work in progress on those issues identified by
the Partnership as important:
•Working with traders to reduce the impact of commercial bins and
A-boards on Whiteladies and Gloucester Road
• The police have been fining cyclists cycling on pavements and without
lights after dark and warning motorists of the illegality of stopping
within the cycle box at traffic lights. They have also surveyed the
Gloucester Road to improve cycling safety and have identified the
Zetland Road junction as a problem (see above for consideration this
year of redesigning that junction
• Dealing with issues of recreational drinking in St Andrews Park.
Council officers have improved the fencing on Leopold Road to
discourage use of local gardens as unofficial toilets.
Further work is planned to integrate students into the
community, thus reducing antisocial behaviour
The first tranche of applications to the Wellbeing Fund
will be agreed at the next Neighbourhood Partnership
meeting on June 23rd. There is a total of £30,000 to allocate by the end of this financial year. The next and
final deadline for applications is September 5th 2014.
Go to the Bishopston, Cotham and Redland website to
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download the application form and the guidance notes or contact
Andrew Mcgrath, our Co-ordinator (see above for contact details)

Saturday 10th May 1-5pm

Super Forum for the whole
Partnership area

A lot of Neighbourhood Partnership time has been spent on the Redland
and Cotham North Resident Parking Zones. The councillors have been
taking on board people's concerns and negotiating with Council staff on
timetables for implementation and who should and should not be
included. However the latest information is that the parking schemes
for the Bishopston area and St Andrews are "on hold": a resident
parking scheme will only be taken to the Council Cabinet for approval if
residents request it or there is an overwhelming reason from the
Council's point of view. In either instance there would be a prior
consultation period.

Tuesday September 16th at 7pm

Bishopston

Thursday September 18th at 7pm

Cotham

Tuesday September 23rd at 7pm

Redland

Thursday December 11th at 7pm

Bishopston

Thursday December 4th at 7pm

Cotham

Tuesday December 9th at 7pm

Redland

The local elections on May 22nd have led to a different political
landscape within the Partnership: now there are 3 LibDems and 3 Green
councillors. It appears that the Mayor wants Neighbourhood
Partnerships to stay, but with electoral ward boundaries possibly
changing next year, the number of Partnerships could be under
question. Senior management in the Council are currently reviewing the
whole structure - without doubt there are changes ahead.
Jenny Hoadley
Bishopston Society rep to the Neighbourhood Partnership

DATES FOR THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PARTNERSHIP
MEETINGS 2014
These are public meetings open to all local residents at 7pm. If possible
have a look at the agenda and reports beforehand on the Council
website (see above for the web address) and check the venue.
Monday June 23rd
Monday 20th October

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

Monday January 19th
*

DATES OF THE PUBLIC FORUMS
May 2014-December 2014
These are public meetings open to all local residents. Check the website
for the venue:
http://www.bristol.gov.uk/page/council-and-democracy/bishopstoncotham-and-redland-neighbourhood-partnership
OR ring Andrew Mcgrath, Co-ordinator (0117 9036898)
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Some memories of Colston's Girls' School,
1932 - 1943 - Part 1
I attended Colston's Girls' School from 1932, when I was six, until I left
in 1943. Pupils came to the school from a wide area of both Bristol and
beyond. Transport was by bus, tram, train (to Montpelier Station) or by
walking. I don't remember anyone being driven to school. A lot of girls
got scholarships and started at the school when they were 11. No fees
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the rear, was an area of the playground called the Pleasance, full of trees
and steeply sloping to some tennis courts. I wonder if it is still called the
Pleasance.
We sat at single strong wooden desks, often with carved initials cut into
the tops and with an inkwell on the right side. No fountain pens or ballpoints were allowed.
French and Latin were the two languages taught, the latter being necessary for entrance to medical school. I gave up Latin but wish now I
hadn't. Games were tennis, cricket, hockey, netball and swimming.
Matches were played against other schools. The gym floor was apt to
leave one with splinters in one's bum! One Maths teacher was Miss
Brazier which I found hard to say as it was too close to a rude word brassiere!
School books we no longer needed were taken to George's bookshop at
the top of Park Street and, presumably involving some kind of part
exchange, new books that were required for the coming year were
purchased.
The most unfair thing a teacher did to me was when she saw me playing
with an inflated balloon. She called me over and took it from me. Then
she cut it up! I thought it fair that she had taken it, but then to destroy
it….

Colston's Girls' School

for them. This made a nice democratic mix of pupils. I always felt that
Redland High, Clifton and Badminton schools were much 'posher' than
Colston's, including their more expensive uniform. Our uniform
consisted of an ugly square necked, blue and white striped blouse, a
gym slip with three pleats fore and aft and a girdle around the waist,
grey lisle stockings and black lace up leather shoes. In summer we had a
panama hat with a green school hat band. During wartime, we needed
clothing coupons to buy clothes, and the required school uniform
became less formal.
So many new classrooms have been added in recent years plus a big
area of library facilities, but back then to the right of the playground at
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When we were older, at break time we would go across the gym and out
of the door on the other side, to the back of the bakery which was the
second shop to the left of the school. There we bought currant buns (a
halfpenny or 1d). Also at morning break, we had a third of a pint of milk
(I think free, a government initiative that also included free orange juice
and cod liver oil for young children).
Some of the girls not taking School Cert exams did a secretarial course in
the converted shop to the right of the school. Girls who went on to
university and got bursaries and degree awards plus those who had
gained their degree, all had their names inscribed in gold on huge boards
in the main corridor. These are still there though names stopped being
added sometime around the 50's. Very few awards were given when I
was at the school compared with the degrees obtained nowadays.
In the war, I wonder if anyone else apart from me saw the bomb that fell
on the school during a night raid on Good Friday, April 11th 1941.
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We lived opposite Redland High School. My father was in the ARP (air
raid precautions) and regularly went up to the roof of our house to
watch for incendiary bombs, and had taken me onto the roof to watch
the raid that was targeted over central Bristol. It was a dark night and
we could hear the sound of the planes and the whizz noise of bombs
falling onto the city. Then there was a much closer flash of light from an
exploding bomb. "Daddy", I said, "That bomb's fallen on my school."
And so it had. The wing containing the art rooms, the library and two
junior form rooms was severely fire damaged and had to be
demolished. [Incendiary bombs on this same raid also set fire to and
destroyed the old Cheltenham Road public library on the other side of
the road - Ed.]* As a result of this damage, the school had to initially
take over one house and finally three houses in Cotham Grove to
accommodate the junior forms.
The school had no blackouts, curtains or shutters as far as I remember. I
assume that no one was in the buildings after dark, though homes had
to use them. If any light was showing, someone would soon bang on
your door to remind you.

* This was part of the Good Friday raid that resulted in the deaths of 180
people and about 380 injured. The first phase of the raid, which started
about 20.00 and lasted for 1 hour and 45 minutes chiefly involved a line
running from Victoria Street to Horfield - Ed.
You can see an article on our website about the old Cheltenham Road
library here:
http://www.bishopstonsociety.org.uk/bishopston/amenities/
446-cheltenham-road-library-not-for-much-longer
*

*

*

*

*

*

*

Gloucester Road/Bishopston 'Our Place' survey
Seventeen local volunteers turned up for the recent 'Gloucester
Road/Bishopston Heritage survey event.

At night time during the war, Bristol was protected from low flying
planes by a ring of many huge grey balloons around the city. Each was
tethered to a lorry by cables so the balloon could be raised or lowered as
needed. I loved to watch the balloons on light summer evenings. One
day, one of these, tethered on the school's playing field, came loose from
its mooring and floated away, trailing its long hawser over the houses
where I lived, big Victorian ones with glass skylights on the roofs. The
hawser broke every skylight over which it swung. That was great fun to
watch!
The main school had large air raid shelters built underground in the
playground. One day, unusually, there was a daylight raid. I assume it
was to bomb the BAC. For us pupils, this situation was great fun
because we were in the middle of an exam and had to get out of the
school building and into the shelter.
Wartime meant we had to take our gas masks to school every day; they
were housed in little cardboard boxes which had a long carrying strap.
In the event, we never had to use the masks.
Cherry Harris
30

31

Split into small groups, our task was to take small stretches of the
Gloucester Road and using prepared large scale maps and a standard
collection of symbols to denote a range of features, carry out a
Neighbourhood mapping survey to record the specific character of the
section of the Gloucester Road to which we had been assigned.
The event was organised by the Bishopston Society and jointly led by
Pete Insole, BCC archaeology officer and creator of the Bristol History
interactive website, 'Know Your Place' and by Richard Guise, an
architect planner with 40 years experience, and founder of the Bristolbased urban design consultancy Context4D, established in 2004.
A mapping notation sheet designed by Richard was provided for us
which gave a checklist of over 45 different symbols (see below) for
denoting features such as important rooflines, distinctive line of trees,
key/distinctive building and intrusive frontage. Armed with this, we
were able to identify and indicate all these noted features on our maps.

The main aim of the morning was to reassess the existing Gloucester
Road Conservation Area that stretches from the Arches to Overton Road
as well as create new data beyond this designated stretch. It was hoped
we could thereby provide evidence for a BCC decision to both confirm
the present Area and its possible extension. A photo album of the
architecture of the existing Gloucester Road Conservation Area can be
seen on the Bishopston Society website:
http://www.bishopstonsociety.org.uk/
At the end of the session the separate maps of the different survey
groups were put together to form one long (and now detailed) description of a significant length of the Gloucester Road northwards to Pigsty
Hill.
This is the first but vital step in the process of identifying what is special
about the character of the Bishopston area. After only about an hour of
recording, we had accumulated sufficient information to allow the

Mapping notation sheet

Meridian Terrace - a possible future inclusion in the Gloucester Road
Conservation Area
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Council to make an up to date appraisal of this stretch of the Gloucester
Road which is of course also a significant part of Bishopston. The basis
is thus laid for a draft 'Our Place' document to be produced which will
then be sent for consultation to those interested and involved in this
process.
When the 'Our Place' survey has been completed in its final form, it will
provide a valuable document that should have a strong influence on the
planning process involved in any future development in the area.
Everyone who took part in this survey found it an interesting, enjoyable
and satisfying experience. If you would like to take part in future
surveys - the original work we have done needs further detail and refining and will aim to cover other areas of Bishopston - then please contact
either Pete Insole at: pete.insole@ bristol.gov.uk or use any of the
Bishopston Society committee contacts listed on the Society's website:
http://www.bishopstonsociety.org.uk/

Contacting the Council
If there is a problem in your local street we would encourage you to
report it to Bristol City Council. If you are able to report problems on
line, that is the easiest and best way www.bristol.gov.uk or you can
telephone the new automated customer service number 0117 922 2100.
If you use the automated telephone service you can use "Hot Keys" to
get directly to the area you want when calling - such as the Waste
Services teams.
At the start of your call you will be asked if you know the hot key
number for your enquiry. Simply press the relevant number on your
phone to go directly to the right section in the automated menu.
Issues you might want to report are:
· Missed collection

HOT KEY 1

· Fly- tipping, - HOT KEY 5
Simon Randolph

Subscriptions.
Subscriptions are now due and can be paid by using the form on
page 38 or by paying at the AGM on the 29th Sept.

· Graffiti
· Overgrown nuisance hedges (best to email customer services, then
you can attach a photo if you want)
· Blocked road drains
Bristol streets are cleaned at least every three weeks according to the
Council's website
Licensing and Planning

Odds and Ends
Litter picking
Three of the committee were able to join in with England's Great Litter
Count on 28th April. We spent just 30 minutes in the streets round our
homes picking up various empty drinks cans - soft drinks as well as
alcohol, chocolate wrappers, bottles etc. Amazing to see the accumulated quantity of 'stuff' gathered after such a short time. No doubt some of
it was overflow from recycling on the previous Friday but most, we
thought, was just dropped. What a shame a tiny number of people
leave a mess behind them.
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Although we do our best to keep an eye on licensing and planning
applications, we are not always aware of all applications. Your role is
therefore vital - keep a look out for applications. If you spot an application that concerns you, then do please contact one of the members of the
committee (details on back page). You can also object on your own
behalf and you can copy your objections to your local councillor.
Hanging Baskets on the Gloucester Road
It is a shame we are not having these this year - they did brighten up the
road and we received a lot of positive comments - maybe next year?
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Date for your diaries
As Elinor has mentioned, the AGM will be on Monday 29th September
at 7.30 at St Michael's Church Hall. At the start of the meeting we will
have our elections - if you would like to join the committee or take a
more active role in the Society, please contact us. The committee
numbers have diminished in recent years which means we are not able
to undertake all that we would like to do.
Although the speakers are not yet confirmed, we are hoping to have
representatives from Horfield Organic Community Orchard, Friends of
Horfield Common and Golden Hill Community Gardens to tell us
about their work so it should be a very interesting evening.

The Society is seeking nominations as it hopes to ratify who the
representative is at the next AGM on September 29th 2014.
Would you as a member like to stand for election as the Society rep, or
would you wish to second another member to stand? If you are interested, then please contact the Bishopston Society secretary, Rose Boswell
for more details and a nomination form. On the nomination form you
would be expected to briefly say why you wish to stand and what skills
and relevant life experience you have. Nomination forms must be
received by Rose by September 15th 2014. If more than one person
wishes to stand an election process will be organised.

This page on our website will allow you to directly contact any
committee member:
http://www.bishopstonsociety.org.uk/about/contactus
*

*

*

*

*

*

BISHOPSTON, COTHAM AND REDLAND PARTNERSHIP
Would you like to be The Bishopston's Society representative?
The role of the Partnership is to make decisions locally about devolved
services from the Council. Highways, green spaces, parks, and
improving the street scene are all on the agenda, as well as allocating the
£30,000 Wellbeing budget which supports local projects. The Bishopston
Society Committee feels that through its Committee and membership, it
can provide an important local residents' view, so a representative is
elected annually at the AGM in September.
This post is now up for re-election for October 2014 - September 2015!
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Bishopston, Nevil Road, The Sportsman pub Oct 16th 2012
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Help Bishopston have the voice it deserves
by becoming a member!
As a member you would receive two newsletters a year and be consulted on local
issues. We hold two public meetings a year with plenty of topical
discussion. Depending on your interests, you are also welcome to join the
committee or become involved with its work and activities.
Name
Address (please print)
Telephone
(Evenings & Week-ends)
E-Mail (please print)
Berkeley Road from St Andrews park,
Dec 3rd 2010 (Below)

Signature:

Subscriptions - cheques should be made payable to The Bishopston Society - £7
per annum for individuals or £10 per annum for two adults living at the same
address. Please return this form with fee to:
Richard Farrow,
Garden Flat, 85 Hampton Park, Redland, Bristol. BS6 6LQ
or hand in at the meeting in a sealed envelope
- if you require a receipt, please request.
NB Your details will be held on a database for contact purposes.
If you have new neighbours, perhaps you could let them know about
The Bishopston Society.
Extra copies of the newsletter can be obtained from
Lionel White (0117 9445687)
The Bishopston Society promotes high standards of planning and architecture in and around
Bishopston and aims to secure the preservation, protection, development and improvement
of features of historic or public interest.
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www.bishopstonsociety.org.uk

Overton Road mural

Mural, North Road

Berkeley Road detail

