August 2018

This issue includes:

Leafy Bishopston seen from Sommerville Road.

• Editorial
• Clean Air Bishopston how did it come about and where
is it heading?
• Planning Report
• Muller's Orphanage:
All welcome except the illegitimate
• The TBS Planning Portal

• Next TBS public meeting:
How powerful is the community
voice in shaping our area?
• Walking in Bishopston
• Bishopston, Cotham and
Redland Community
Partnership (BCRCP): An update
• Report on April's public meeting
• Bishopston and St Andrews
Parking Group (BOSA)

Editorial
In this issue, we are particularly pleased to have achieved something of
a scoop with Michael Manson's piece on the 'Muller Orphanages'.
Michael is a local historian and some of you may have read his book on
'The Hidden History of St Andrews' or heard his talk on this subject at
the Bishopston library earlier this year. Mike very generously agreed to
let us publish the Muller orphanages article prior to its official
appearance in print next year as part of his book that will include a
miscellany of writings based on his research into Bristol's history.
Neil Embleton has for many years acted as the author of the Society's
responses to planning applications and his highly informed critical
comments on each application are made available on the website and
with summaries in the newsletter. In his planning report this time, he
has taken a wider look at Bristol City Council's long term planning
policy.
We think you will find the article by Chris Wallace, 'The Planning Portal'
of interest. It explains why this impressive piece of software has been
developed by him for our website and how it has greatly improved the
tracking of local planning applications. We are very fortunate to have
Chris on our committee. He has considerable expertise in the creation of
software and has been working very hard to get this Planning Portal up
and running. Please try it out and discover how easy finding
information on local planning applications has now become.
When you read the piece giving details of our next public meeting,
'How powerful is the community voice in shaping our area?', don't
forget to put the date October 2nd into your diary.
Finally, we make no apology for including further articles relating to
improving the local situation regarding air pollution, a topic that has
now become highly relevant to us all, given its implications for
damaging our health. Simon Randolph's report on the April public
meeting, 'On track for a healthy, sustainable local economy' shows the
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audience was very concerned about the problem, while in his piece,
'Clean Air Bishopston - how did it come about and where is it heading?'
Nick Plant outlines the beginnings and subsequent development of the
Clean Air Bishopston (CAB) project. And in 'Walking in Bishopston',
Kevin Molloy links into this theme by outlining the numerous reasons
for and benefits of walking more, locally.
One of our stated objectives as a local civic society is to: support proposals
and activities which enhance the local environment, the character of our area,
and people's lives. If we are to achieve progress on enhancing our local
environment and people's lives, we feel that air pollution is a major
issue that has to be tackled, particularly along the Gloucester Road.
Most of us are car owners and are thus responsible for contributing to
local poor air quality. We can and must change our driving habits if we
are to help make our local environment a healthier one.

Simon Randolph

*

*

*

*

Clean Air Bishopston how did it come about and where is it heading?
The Bishopston Society has rallied locals over growing concerns about
pollution and air quality in recent years, including at two of our public
meetings. Amongst others, academics based locally but with
international research standing pointed out the health risks we all face
from increasing levels of traffic induced air pollution. (See our report at:
http://bishopstonsociety.org.uk/news/our-news/904-publicmeeting2017april)
They also made it clear that Bishopston has a problem with too many
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cars in too little space (http://www.
b i s h o p s t o n s o c i e t y. o r g . u k / c a b / l e a r n /
1037-howserious) So Gloucester Road, for
example, has a major problem with air
pollution from both moving and idling
motor vehicles.
This led to the formation of the campaign
group, Clean Air Bishopston (CAB), in
partnership with Sustainable Bishopston,
Bristol Walking Alliance and others
including local councillors. CAB's work is primarily health-focused, and
its vision is a Bishopston with clean air supporting the health and
quality of life of future generations, and hopefully of the present one.
The group emphasizes not only the need to campaign to persuade
politicians to take on the air quality challenge, but also the need for individual behaviour change and radical changes to our transport systems.
"Cars don't pollute, the people driving them do!" has been a point of
emphasis, for example.
Citizen action on alternatives to private vehicle use, including walking,
cycling and serious investment in public transport will make a real difference long term, and we're sceptical about the limitations of the
Council's short-term compliance-led clean air plan. We're glad the City
is taking this step forward, but it's a very small initial one and represents a necessary, not sufficient, condition for cleaning up our air, in our
view. Thus while it is looking at ways of lowering nitrogen oxide levels
to meet present legal requirements, it doesn't seem to have set itself a
more ambitious target of reducing these levels below the accepted
maximum. Further, there is no mention of any strategies for dealing
with the equally pernicious health effects of small particulates (PM 2.5
and PM 10) created in the main by vehicle exhausts and wear and tear
on brakes and tyres. We fear this very limited step by the Council will be
little more than a distraction and we want the Council to go much
further, sooner.
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The CAB team sees itself working as part of a much bigger citizens'
movement, and recently laid on an event it termed a "community callout" on http://www.cleanairday.org.uk/, Clean Air Day 21st June, in
parallel with hundreds of organisations all around Britain. On this
occasion and afterwards, locals were encouraged to share personal
pledges on how they are individually helping, albeit in small ways, to
improve air quality. Pledges were even made by kids: one from sevenyear-old Amy was to "remind Mummy not to turn her engine on when
there is a child behind". Pledges were shared and celebrated in an online
photo gallery of selfies and "pledge cards" at
http://www.bishopstonsociety.org.uk/cab/pledge/1075-how-pledge.
The urgency and gravity of the problem was brought into sharp relief at
the same meeting when Jess Read, air quality expert, transport engineer
and local resident, compared the health impact of pollution with the
risks of smoking: 'Children living in urban areas of Bristol will have
inhaled the equivalent of around 1000 cigarettes since Marvin Rees
became Bristol's Mayor'. The full report of this meeting, including the
contributions of local councillor, Eleanor Combley and Gavin
Spittlehouse of Sustainable Bishopston can be found here:
http://www.bishopstonsociety.org.uk/cab/news/1087-cadreport
That very powerful analogy offered by Jess brings home just how
serious air pollution is for both our children and ourselves and it will
resonate loud and clear through the Clean Air Bishopston project as it
continues its work in the coming weeks and months…
If you haven't already discovered the Clean Air Bishopston section on
the TBS website, please click on the CAB tab at the far right of the tabs
on the top of the home page. This will take you to http://www.
bishopstonsociety.org.uk/cab with the latest interesting articles we have
added on air pollution which deal with both local and national issues.

Nick Plant
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Planning Report
Bristol City Council is currently in the throes of a review of the Local
Plan, to update the planning strategy for the city in order to accommodate the 33,500 new homes which are to be delivered by 2036, to keep
pace with projected growth. The policy, in a nutshell, is to accommodate
the expansion within the existing city boundaries, by means of denser
development in certain areas, rather than allowing Bristol to expand
into the Green Belt. Development is to be concentrated along existing
and proposed public transport routes, so as to minimise car dependency. This increase in density and consequent geographical compactness
of the city, will make improved public transport more viable.
'Densification,' as it is known, will concentrate on areas which are currently under developed, whilst in the more established areas like Clifton
and Bishopston, which are already densely developed, future proposals
will be limited to sensitive local infill.
VISION
The council's vision for the future of Bristol is as follows;

*
*
*
*
*
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To make Bristol a diverse and inclusive city.
With a high quality and healthy environment.

URBAN LIVING
The key to this strategy, Urban Living, is building more densely and
higher to deliver more efficient use of land, creating compact and characterful urban areas where people can live, work and socialise, relying
on sustainable transport. The increase in density will promote mass
transit systems and stimulate business activity and the viability and
growth of local services.
This higher density is to be achieved by increasing the height of new
developments in the selected areas up to 3 to 6 storeys, with shops and
other local facilities providing an 'active frontage,' which will create a
secure a lively public realm. These new developments are to reflect the
urban character of Bristol, providing high quality, liveable environments, served by rapid transit systems to improve communications and
make the city more inclusive.
These aims and strategies are a positive approach to making Bristol a
more cohesive and sustainable city and suitable for the 21st century. So,
what will these Urban Living areas look like? The new buildings will be
mixed-use with flats and maisonettes above shops, cafes and other local
facilities like libraries and sports clubs at ground level. The flats will
have private balconies and residents will have the use of high quality,
attractive communal garden areas at the rear. The most representative

With attractive open spaces and clean air.
And vibrant and inclusive sports and cultural facilities.
Where communities are directly involved in developing their city.
So that by 2036 Bristol will have;

*
*

33,500 new homes served by new public transport systems.

*

Higher density in other selected areas of the city provided by Urban
Living.

*

Defined city boundaries and the protection of the Green Belt.

New communities in Hengrove Park, Temple Quarter, Brislington
and Bristol Western Harbour.

Wapping Wharf
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example in Bristol is the recent development at Wapping Wharf which
has been designed very carefully to fit into its dockside setting. It has 4
storeys of flats above shops and cafes at ground level with balconies and
winter gardens overlooking the lively public realm, plus communal
garden courtyards inside the blocks.

Traditional examples of Urban Living exist in most European countries
and form the back bone of the best towns and cities. Amsterdam is
perhaps the classic liveable city with its canal houses and vibrant street
life.

Our own Bishopston Library is also a local example of Urban Living,
with two floors of flats above the new library, making a 4 storey
building in total, which is an appropriate scale for a public building on a
local high street. In fact, the increase in height and density with the 10
flats helped to fund the provision of the library and the dual/mixed-use
of the building keeps it active 24 hours a day, providing surveillance
and giving a presence on the street.

Amsterdam canal houses with businesses providing an active frontage.
Souvenir model of an Amsterdam canal house with a corner café.

Bishopston Library

Amsterdam 1920s
city blocks served
by clean electric
trams.
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However, there is one pillar of the Urban Living strategy which we
consider is NOT appropriate and should be reconsidered;

TALL BUILDINGS

easy walking distance. Like Amsterdam, Paris and Copenhagen, Bristol
attracts thousands of tourists every year because of its heritage and the
attractive and authentic quality of the city. This should not be undermined by a passing fad for high rise buildings which can be seen in any
city in the land.

The Mayor of Bristol has, without prior consultation, stipulated that the
new Local Plan should positively encourage tall buildings (10 storeys
and above) 'in the right place and of the right design'.
He sees tall buildings as an indication of a city which is forward looking
and modern in its approach. Our view, shared by the Bristol Civic
Society, is that tall buildings are inappropriate as a means of achieving
high density and have considerable disadvantages as follows;

*

Tall buildings do not achieve high density because of the space
required between them.

*
*
*

They can cause social isolation,
They also create unpleasant wind turbulence locally.

They are expensive to build and maintain and, as we have seen at
Grenfell Tower, can be dangerous unless carefully designed and
maintained.

*

They have the effect of making all towns look alike and disrupt
precious views of historic landmarks.
Amsterdam, Paris and Copenhagen have all banned tall buildings
within their central areas, to avoid adverse impact on the historical
integrity of their built heritage. The ideal solution lies squarely with
MID RISE development of 3 - 6 storeys which achieves high density but
within a tight and liveable framework and which does not impose itself
on surrounding areas of the city. The best example of high density mid
rise development is Clifton itself, which comprises almost exclusively
terraced houses and has proved to be the most popular area of Bristol,
because of its architectural quality combined with its compactness,
which means that a wide range of local facilities are available within
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Royal York Crescent, Clifton. Townhouses on 5 floors with balconies,
front courtyards and rear gardens, plus a broad raised pavement overlooking the city.
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Another local example of Urban Living is Godwin Yard, the longawaited restoration of the Carriageworks on Stoke's Croft. The design
has a total of 116 flats proposed above shops and cafes at ground floor
level with a splendid public courtyard behind. Once completed, this
mixed-use development will become the heart of the new regenerated
Stoke's Croft.

*

The improvement of mobility and air quality within the city if future
development and new transport systems are closely coordinated.

*

The creation of new attractive communities which have the required
mass to attract good local facilities.

* The involvement of the community in shaping its own neighbourhood.
However, we are not supportive of the drive for more tall buildings in
the city, which we feel would only detract from the special unique
character of Bristol, for residents and for visitors alike.

Neil Embleton

*

*

*

*

Muller's Orphanage:
All welcome - except the illegitimate

Godwin Yard, Stoke's Croft.
In summary, the strategy of 'densification' of mostly brownfield areas
which are well served by public transport, in order to restrict the uncontrolled expansion of Bristol into the countryside, is to be applauded. If
successful, this approach will have the following benefits for the city;

*
*

The regeneration of areas which have been left behind.

The improvement of public transport so as to minimise the
dependency on car use.
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It is difficult to believe that not long ago St Andrews was a place of pilgrimage and small miracles. Visitors to Bristol at the beginning of the
twentieth century were encouraged not only to visit the great sights of
the city such as the Suspension Bridge and St Mary Redcliffe but also
venture up Ashley Hill to Muller's Orphan Houses. While London had
Dr Barnardo, Bristol had George Muller.
A guidebook of 1910 states: 'Here, on the top of the hill, healthy and
pleasantly situated, are those marvellous instances of answered faith
which rebuke the scepticism of the present time, and belong not so
much to Bristol as the whole world.'
George Muller founded his orphanage in 1834 in Wilson Street,
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St Paul's. Condition of entry to Muller's orphanage was straightforward:
all were welcome. All were welcome with one exception - the illegitimate. It was a typical Victorian twist; young people, who through no
fault of their own were born out of wedlock, were not offered help.
The demand for places in the Wilson Street home outstripped availability. Another adjacent house in Wilson Street was bought. But this was
quickly filled. During the Victorian era the birth rate and survival rate
was rocketing. It was clear that something radical had to be done. A
purpose-built house was needed.
Muller bought seven acres of farmland on Ashley Hill and opened his
first house in 1849. By 1870 there were five Houses at Ashley Down
costing over £100,000 and housing more than 2,000 children. Over 200
staff were employed - many of them living-in.
The houses of the orphanage were an incongruous and forbidding sight
- reminiscent of the prison on Dartmoor - a cluster of enormous grey
institutional buildings sitting isolated in the countryside. Muller's five
orphan houses were all built on similar plan and were self-contained,
having their own laundries and medical facilities. The grounds were
used for the cultivation of vegetables.
The orphans ranged in age from just a few months old up to seventeen.
The girls were trained for service while the boys were apprenticed to a
useful trade 'of their choice.'
Muller, a man of astounding faith, ran his institution on the pledge that
'he would ask for money from no man'. Yet the money flowed in. If at
times somewhat precariously. Apocryphal tales abound. On one
occasion, when funds for food had virtually run out, a horse towing a
baker's delivery van stopped outside the orphanage and refused to
budge. It would only move when all the bread had been unloaded and
distributed to the children.
While Muller never asked for money he made sure that there were
ample opportunities for people to make donations. There were daily
tours of the orphanage. They lasted one and half hours and gave an
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opportunity for the public to see the work and contribute financial
support if they felt so moved.
Muller spent his last years living in an austere room in House Number
Three. He died in 1898 and was buried in Arnos Vale Cemetery. The
work of the orphanage continued largely unchanged for another fifty
years. It was with the beginning of the Welfare State after the Second
World War that the care of orphans was re-evaluated. The belief was
that it was far better if parentless children were looked after by foster
parents or cared for in smaller children's houses.
As a result of the 1948 Children Act the Muller Trustees decided to sell
the five homes at Ashley Down. They bought instead, smaller properties
to house family groups of from ten to twelve children. It was felt that
this would provide the children with a more natural environment in
which to grow. Married couples were taken on as house parents to care
for the children and they were helped by assistants.
Eventually, the five Ashley Down Houses were purchased by the local
Education Authority in 1958. Two are now used by City of Bristol
College while the other three have been converted to housing.
From today's perspective, Muller's massive unadorned houses can
appear bleak and institutional. They look as if they could crush the
spirit of even the most resilient child. But one should not forget that the
Muller homes offered a structured upbringing, education and hope
when it was needed most. The alternative could have been far, far
worse.
Mike Manson local historian and author
Extracted from Manson's
Bristol Miscellany - to be
published 2019. Mike
Manson's latest novel is
'Down in Demerara'
(Tangent) to be published
11 October 2018.
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The TBS Planning Portal

(These pages are updated daily from the BCC site)

• See on each summary page all the public submissions to date sent in
to the BCC

Monitoring and commenting on Planning Applications is a core
function of the Bishopston Society. Over the years, Neil Embleton and
others have made submissions of hundreds of cases and frequently
these are then posted on the TBS website. It was however difficult to
keep track of the progress of applications, to be able to find a past application or to locate the affected property. It would also be desirable to be
able to see how TBS views of applications chimed (or not) with the decisions of the planning department.

The site was launched in May and we would welcome feedback on this
development and your suggestions for improvement.

The Bristol City Council (BCC) Planning Application website:
http://planningonline.bristol.gov.uk/online-applications/ contains comprehensive documentation on applications going back to 1985 (33 years)
and is the reference site. One problem with the site is that submissions
by the public (including those from TBS) are removed when an application is closed. Recently this has been an issue in the case of a planning
application which attracted a lot of opposition but was then withdrawn
and a new application raised which was nodded through under permitted development. Furthermore, reading public submissions is a laborious process as each is a separate document.

Next TBS public meeting:
How powerful is the community voice
in shaping our area?

The TBS Planning Portal link is given near the top right hand side of the
TBS website home page and can be accessed directly from there or from:
http://pp.bishopstonsociety.org.uk It aims to provide an overview of the
planning applications which come under the purview of the society.
Using the Planning Portal site allows you to:

• List the applications
• View their location on a local
Bishopston map

• Search for a specific application
• View a summary page giving the
current status for each application.
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Chris Wallace

The power of ordinary citizens and community groups to shape the
character of our area will be the focus of The Bishopston Society's
autumn public meeting.
Scheduled for Tuesday 2nd October 2018 (at 7.15pm for a 7.30pm start,
at Horfield Quaker Meeting rooms, 300 Gloucester Road, BS7 8PD), the
event is titled "Planning our neighbourhoods - the character of
Bishopston and how we can improve it".
It will hear from experts on the planning system, city design and the
issues TBS is representing you on at the moment.
You will have the opportunity to review the current character of
Bishopston, and say how you would like to see it improved. A fresh
view of citizens' voice in local planning, and how we can use the
planning system to make improvements, will also be on offer.
Expert contributions will be from:-

• Peter Insole, Bristol City Council City Design Group
• Neil Embleton, Bishopston Society Planning Advisor and
Conservation Architect
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• Alison Bromilow, Bristol Neighbourhood Planning Network
Nick Plant, TBS Chair, said "We want a chance to 'go back to basics' by
taking a fresh look at the Society's mission to secure the improvement of
local amenities and the social, environmental and historic character of
Bishopston".
"So we'll take stock of our built environment on this occasion, find out
more about how the planning system can work for us, and how TBS can
encourage citizen involvement in shaping our area."
The meeting will also include our usual strictly time-limited Annual
General Meeting formalities, at which all paid-up members will be
entitled to take part and vote.......and new volunteers to help run the
Society will be sought.
The event is however open to all, and will be concluded with our usual
lively Open Forum, featuring shout-outs on local events, issues and
concerns. Free refreshments and opportunities for networking and
informal discussion will be provided.
Walk to shop on Gloucester Road

*

*

*

*

Walking in Bishopston
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looked as a form of exercise, walking briskly can help you build
stamina, burn excess calories and make your heart healthier. You don't
have to walk for hours. A brisk 10-minute daily walk has lots of health
benefits and counts towards the 150 minutes of weekly exercise recommended by the Department of Health.

One of the aims of the Clean Air Bishopston (CAB) project is to encourage residents to walk a little more and so drive a little less. We believe
that this will help to improve not only the quality of our air but also
people's wellbeing.

The physical improvements gained by walking can help to improve
your mental health too. If you feel fitter and feel in control of your
weight, your body image and confidence can increase - so it's not just
the physical benefits that you'll notice when you start walking. Walking
regularly is an investment in your long-term health; you will see the difference that it can make to your mind, your body and your social life.

Walking is simple, free and one of the easiest ways to become healthier
and help improve the quality of the air we breathe. Sometimes over-

The easiest way to walk more is to make walking a habit. Think of ways
to include walking in your daily routine. Examples include:
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Bishopston, Cotham and Redland
Community Partnership (BCRCP): An update

• walking part of your journey to work
• walking to the shops
• walking the kids to school
• doing a regular walk with a friend or in a group.
Some people like walking on their own or with a dog whereas others
prefer to walk in a group. The CAB website has information for both:
http://www.bishopstonsociety.org.uk/cab/walk
If you want to go it alone, you can access information about
17 local routes contained in the Let's Walk Bishopston and Let's Walk
North Bristol series at: http://www.bishopstonsociety.org.uk/bishopston/
walkingmaps
If you want to join a group then the CAB website has information on
how to contact the various local groups within the Ramblers or Walking
for Health associations:
http://www.bishopstonsociety.org.uk/cab/walk/1043-walking-group
CAB organised and led two local walks during the recent Bristol
Walkfest. The walks were roughly around the old parish boundary and
picked up local landmarks of interest. We hope to have detailed route
descriptions on the CAB website in the not too distant future. In the
meantime, if enough people expressed an interest* in doing the walk
then we would be happy to arrange this.
*by completing a contact form on the website:
http://www.bishopstonsociety.org.uk/cab

Kevin Molloy

*
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*

*

*

In our last newsletter we reported on the work of the BCRCP Interim
Steering Group. This group, which was formed in the wake of the
former Neighbourhood Partnership, held its inaugural AGM at
Bishopston Library on 22 February. The meeting (which also included
an opportunity to ask questions of Nicola Beech, the BCC Cabinet
member for Strategic Planning & City Design) was well attended and
those present elected the committee and voted in the formal constitution. TBS is a founding member of the Partnership and has a representative (Kevin Molloy) on the committee.
At the meeting the audience raised a number of questions that Cllr
Beech promised to pass on to the Mayor. These were as follows Q1 to Mayor: Please give an explanation of how communities will be
able to have a say in traffic and transport decisions.
Q2 to Mayor: When will council reach steady state and when will we be
able to work with council officers to achieve things locally?
Q3 to Mayor: How can communities now get answers and hold people
from the council to account without the Neighbourhood Partnerships?
Q4 to Mayor: What is the process proposed for Community
Infrastructure Levy (CIL) allocation decisions and community involvement in those decisions?
Q5 The Bishopston and St Andrew's traffic and parking group are
working with councillors to raise local highways safety issues.
In December they met with Cllr Mhairi Threlfall and made suggestions
on amendments. They wanted to ask the Mayor: (1) how to take this
work forward; (2) what are the next steps; and (3) how do we keep on
top of safety issues?
Q6 What is the process for ensuring better quality road repairs
including failure of service providers' repairs after excavation works?
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Q7 We are also not clear on how local residents are expected to report
traffic issues which might be addressed by highways schemes and
therefore get on to the list of proposals. The Traffic Choices website still
describes the previous process involving Neighbourhood Partnerships.
The Mayor or an appropriate cabinet member subsequently provided
answers, which are set out in full on the BCRCP website:
https://bcrcp.org.uk/2018/04/14/questions-to-the-mayor-from-february-forum/
Following the AGM, the committee has been meeting monthly and has
already organised a Public Forum (at Colston's Primary School on 11
June), and a Conversation with the Mayor. The June forum covered BCC
consultations on Clean Air Zone, 20 mph speed limit and CIL
(see above) allocation plus updates from various community groups.
Full information is on the BCRCP website:
https://bcrcp.org.uk/2018/05/13/june-public-forum-in-cotham/
The Conversation with the Mayor took place at the Friends Meeting
House on Gloucester Road on 15 June. Marvin Rees was engaged in
lively discussions on a variety of issues including: litter picking and
removal of tags by Streetscene; future use of the tennis courts at the
Ardagh Centre; Residents Parking Schemes; Clean Air Zone options; the
review of 20 mph speed limit; and parking for shoppers on the
Gloucester Road. A full report - including feedback from the Mayor - is
on the BCRCP website:

On track for a healthy, sustainable local economy:
report on April's Public Meeting

The Gloucester Road and its independent traders and businesses appear
to be on track towards a future healthy, sustainable local economy. This
was the general consensus that came out of the lively panel-based
meeting run by The Bishopston Society on 17th April 2018.
The public meeting was set up to consider the future of the Gloucester
Road and the economy of Bishopston. Will it continue to thrive? And
how might it need to change in order to do so?
A panel of experts was questioned by the audience on their opinions,
and stimulated wide-ranging discussions, using the popular BBC
"Question Time" format.
With lively discussions and varied views expressed, it was clear at the
end of a stimulating evening that the Gloucester Road is generally in
good health, with the exception of air pollution and traffic problems,
notwithstanding the traffic fumes! And there are a variety of ways for it
to evolve in the next few years.
Many interesting thoughts and suggestions emerged on a range of
topics - some highlights follow:

https://bcrcp.org.uk/2018/06/05/community-conversation-with-the-mayor/
The next public forum will be held in the Bishopston ward in October. In
the meantime, you can find information about the Community partnership and current hot topics in the community on their website
https://bcrcp.org.uk/ or via their Facebook page or Twitter account
@bcr_cp.
Kevin Molloy

22

Eating and pampering
Chris Wallace gave a summary of the changing pattern of businesses
and shops in a historical context, highlighting some significant trends.
For example, since 1939 there have been 38 more eating places, 23 more
takeaways, 13 more hairdressers but 40 less clothes shops, 33 fewer
butchers, and 22 fewer confectioners. If one were to naively project these
trends forward 10 years, Gloucester Road would be a street of eating
and pampering places!
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Independent stores more responsive
Anne-Louise Perez of Gloucester Road Business Improvement District
(GRBID) felt very positive about the future. The big chains are not able
to provide for or respond quickly enough to what shoppers want, while
the local independents can offer innovation, creativity and 'an experience' that makes shoppers want to come back.
Peter Browne of Gloucester Road Enterprise and Trade (GRE&T)
pointed out that businesses where you can speak to someone knowledgeable will always be popular.
As Eleanor Combley, local Green councillor said, despite the presence of
large local supermarkets and Cribbs Causeway, people continue to shop
on the Gloucester Road because to do so is a positive experience, and
this needs to be the basis for building a healthy relationship between
traders, shoppers and the local community.
BID levy well spent - claim
GRBID has a £50,000 a year budget and has been working to improve
the street scene for both traders and shoppers. Installation of Christmas
lights and the organisation of the Winter Wanderland project have both
had positive effects on footfall and use of restaurants and cafes.
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Sarah, as a local trader herself, has found that online trading has worked
successfully in increasing footfall. Anne-Louise reported on an initiative
now being developed with local traders for a home delivery service of a
variety of goods, particularly food items, using electric bikes.
Chris suggested that if only shopping trolleys were somehow made to
be 'more cool'….
Sarah also stated that the use of social media like Facebook has had a
positive effect in helping to create a community of loyal local shoppers
and the traders who run the shops they visit.
Keeping people informed about activities like Gloucester Road Central's
'Mayfest' event and their successful developments in greening up the
High Street are easily achieved through use of social media, which are
also a valuable tool in allowing traders to support each other.
"Community feel" and the cafe culture
While still part of the Gloucester Road high street, Glos Rd Central has
worked hard to establish a character of its own. Below (south of) Pigsty
Hill, GRBID has literally put that section of the Gloucester Road on the
map (see above).
It is hoped that the traders along the section around Ashley Down Road
junction and north of there will also come together to develop their own
sense of a distinct, vibrant shopping community.

In conjunction with St Mungo's, the charity for the homeless, money has
been spent on sites for contactless donations. A free map, 'Guide to
Bristol's Independent District' has been designed and is available in
many local shops. This identifies all the retailers, services, cafes, restaurants and other businesses located along the Cheltenham Road, Zetland
Road, and south end of the Gloucester Road up to St Michaels church.
See: http://www.bristolsindependent district.co.uk

The present trend for more cafés and take away food outlets opening
along the High Street is generally seen in a positive light, indicating
there is a social need for such facilities, and as such they can perform a
valuable part in creating a feeling of community. As Sarah pointed out,
you can't get coffee shops and hairdressers online.

Internet shopping - a boost not a drain

Could Gloucester Road go green?

Anne-Louise Perez, Peter Browne, and Sarah Thorp of Gloucester Road
Rd Central all felt that to remain healthy, the independents must also
involve themselves in operating parallel online businesses if they are to
compete successfully with internet buying and home delivery services
provided by large companies.

Problems relating to green issues were raised by several contributors.
With more cafés and takeaway food outlets, there is a linked problem of
increased litter. Council grants to deal with this and related problems of
tagging and graffiti have all but dried up.
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GRBID has agreed at the moment to fund this work but future funding
is uncertain. Individual shops are now beginning to sell reusable bags.
A zero waste shop is due to open soon on the Road. (Preserve Foods at
208, Gloucester Road is now up and running. Ed.)

Work in these area by the Clean Air Bishopston project team is now well
advanced, and launch of this exciting new project by Bishopton Society
and its partners is coming soon......the project logo shown below being
unveiled for the first time in public!

The one area of real concern, expressed by members of both the panel
and the audience, was the levels of pollution created by the heavy traffic
to which both shoppers and traders are exposed.

(CAB is now a well-established project - see the article, 'Clean Air
Bishopston - how did it come about and where is it heading?'
(page 3 in this newsletter, Ed.)

There is clearly no simple solution to this. And with major housing
developments going on in Filton, this situation is not going to improve
quickly.

Closing thoughts and Open Forum

But we were reminded that at peak times up to a third of the traffic
along the road consists of bikes. If cyclists felt safer, with dedicated and
physically separated bike lanes, more people would take up the cycling
option.
Clean air tactics we can take
We were invited to get involved in considering Bristol's pollution
problems by downloading an app game 'ClairCity Skylines' which
emerges from a UWE project. Free download from bit.ly/PlayBristol.
And we were informed that there are several local maps showing
various routes around the Bishopston area including to Southmead
hospital: these can be found on our website at http://
bishopstonsociety.org/bishopston/walkingmaps
As local residents, we can help reduce pollution by not using our cars to
go shopping along the Road. Walking rather than driving children to
and from school would similarly have a significant effect on local pollution levels.
It was suggested from the audience that an active campaign be
promoted to discourage cars and vans from leaving their engines idling.
A serious look at the provision and type of pedestrian crossings along
the Gloucester Road could have the potential to both improve traffic
flow and make crossing the road safer for pedestrians.
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There were some interesting final closing thoughts from the meeting
including:
· The need for both the local community and the traders to get together
to push for and develop a coordinated approach to green issues
· What kind of businesses are still needed and would be good for the
Gloucester Road? Is there some way we could pre-empt what would be
considered to benefit traders and the community?
· How could support be improved for new traders?
· A plea was made by Sarah asking if there is someone in our local
community working in film or TV who would be willing to make a film
showcasing the Gloucester Road. There is a need to demonstrate and
advertise more widely how successfully it is working as a vital part of
both Bishopston's social and economic structure, and for Bristol as a
whole.
The meeting concluded with a lively series of shout-outs and miscellaneous announcements from local organisations and individuals on
current events and upcoming events of interest, in the Society's popular
"Open Forum" slot.
Simon Randolph
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Bishopston and St Andrews Parking Group (BOSA)
There is increasing recognition of the intense and growing problems of
traffic, road safety and parking in our neighbourhood. Pedestrians,
cyclists and drivers all face problems from cars speeding through rat
runs; cars are frequently parked across dropped kerbs, close to junctions
and on pavements; parked cars have been damaged; air quality is
further compromised by vehicles circling streets looking for parking
spaces. The sheer density of parked cars and the increase in commercial
vans, unoccupied camper vans and other long stay vehicles left on local
streets is also detrimental to the amenity of our area where the narrow
roads were only designed for horses and carts! Sometimes vehicles are
abandoned for months and occasionally set on fire. Visitors to the area
who come by car have difficulty in parking to visit friends and family, to
shop or to visit attractions such as local parks. In the view of long term
residents of the area, the problem has been exacerbated by the formation of Residents Parking Schemes (RPSs) in the adjoining areas of
Cotham, Redland and Montpelier as well as restricted parking in other
areas such as The Downs.
Now a new campaigning group, The Bishopston and St. Andrews
Traffic and Parking Group (BOSA) has been formed by a number of concerned residents who are committed to exploring possible solutions to
these problems which may include the establishment of an RPS as was
originally proposed some years ago. The aims of BOSA are :1) To provide a forum and community focus for coordinated
campaigning by making interested parties aware of public meetings,
petitions and other opportunities to make our voices heard on issues
relevant to traffic and parking
2) To lobby Bristol City Council to launch a formal consultation about
the possible implementation of an RPS in Bishopston and St Andrews.
This would obviously require a neighbourhood wide consultation of all
interested parties which may lead to the long and detailed process of
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preparing a scheme that takes account of the many and sometimes
conflicting needs of residents, visitors, park users, shoppers and
Gloucester Road traders, among others.
As many Bishopston Society members will know, on May 12th local MP
Thangam Debbonnaire hosted a public meeting attended by over 100
local residents at which a range of views were expressed about the
problems of traffic and parking and about possible solutions. On a show
of hands over two thirds of those attending favoured an RPS as a
possible solution, a figure which mirrors the views of those people who
answered a questionnaire sent out by our MP to 3000 households.
Statements from local councillors and our MP were submitted to Full
Council on 17th July to highlight these issues further.
At this time of limited resources the political will has to be there to
ensure that this has a high priority and BOSA is fortunate to have the
cross party support of all the local councillors in the relevant wards who
have been very positive and helpful in facilitating meetings and providing information and guidance.
We are pleased to report that a meeting recently took place between
representatives of BOSA, Councillors Mike Davies and Martin Fodor
and Councillor Mhairi Threllfall, Cabinet Member for Transport and
Connectivity. Local residents highlighted their serious concerns and
their wish for long term solutions and Councillor Threllfall was able to
confirm that, from October 2018 Traffic Officers will be allocated to
investigate the problems and possible solutions in Bishopston and
St. Andrews.
If Bishopston Society members want to get involved or just to receive
our regular newsletters then please contact us by email at :
bishopstonstandrewstpgroup@gmail.com
They could also consider signing the petition on commuter parking at :https://democracy.bristol.gov.uk/mgEPetitionDisplay.aspx?ID=9&RPID=1945
009&HPID=1945009
Paul Bullivant - for BOSA
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Help Bishopston have the voice it deserves
by becoming a member!
As a member you will receive two newsletters a year and be consulted on
local issues. We hold two public meetings a year with plenty of topical
discussion. Depending on your interests, you are also welcome to join the
committee or become involved with its work and activities.
Name
Address (please print)
Telephone
(Evenings & Week-ends)
E-Mail (please print)
Signature:
New development on North Overton Road now well under way,
Aug 3rd__ '18

Subscriptions were due on July 1st - cheques should be made payable to
The Bishopston Society: £9 pa for individuals or £13 pa for two adults at the
same address. Please return your application with subscription to:
Richard Farrow, Garden Flat, 85 Hampton Park, Redland, Bristol. BS6 6LQ
OR if you want to pay online, go to www.bishopstonsociety.org.uk/joinus,
fill in the Join Now! form, and follow the simple steps.
Please note that your details will be held on a database for contact purposes.
If you have new neighbours, perhaps you could let them know about
The Bishopston Society.
Extra copies of the newsletter can be obtained from
Lionel White (0117 9445687)
The Bishopston Society's mission is to secure the improvement of local amenities
and the social, environmental and historic character of Bishopston, and to become
the recognized voice of the area on these matters.
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www.bishopstonsociety.org.uk
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Garage decoration in Effingham Road
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