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Editorial
The serious environmental problem of air pollution, specifically that
associated with car exhausts is one that needs to be tackled with some
urgency. Much research has been done on this subject in the last few
years and it seems as if at least some of the media have at last decided to
highlight this issue which has serious health implications for all of us
living in urban areas. We are proud that TBS is continuing to take the
initiative to become actively involved in what is now becoming a subject
of national concern requiring serious action if levels of air pollution are
to be significantly reduced. Two articles in this newsletter report on our
progress in raising awareness of the problem locally and, more importantly, in looking at and coordinating what actions can realistically be
taken by BCC, TBS, other local organisations and us as individuals to
reduce local air pollution levels.

Remember that for an up to date look at what the Society is doing and
for news and information on a range of local issues that we think you
will find of interest, please make regular visits to our website:
http://bishopstonsociety.org.uk/ from where you can now also link
directly to Facebook and twitter accounts. If you are in more nostalgic
mood, you can access and read all our newsletters since the first one
appeared in February 2003.
Simon Randolph

*

*

*

*

The Gloucester Road is of course a major source of air pollution in
Bishopston. But it is also a thriving shopping area with an exceptionally
high proportion of independent retailers and eateries. These varied
businesses are featured in three articles. One informs members about
the website gloucesterroadstory.org which looks at, compares and
displays the past and present range of shops and other premises on the
Road. The second gives advance notice of our next public meeting on
April 17th which, by focusing on the Gloucester Road, will have as its
central theme ‘The last great British High Street’? - the future economy
of Bishopston. Put the date in your diaries now! The successful first 50
years of the local hairdresser, Vincenzo and Sons is the subject of the
third piece.
As always, we include in our Planning Report a selection of some of the
more successful local planning applications and again, Neil our
planning expert, has chosen to extend his report beyond our immediate
local area and comment on some of the best recent examples of planning
and development in other areas of Bristol.
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Kings Drive house
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Bishopston Society joins the 21st century!
Readers may be interested to know that we've joined the social media
era at last!
We're trying to champion our work more widely, extend our reach, and
broaden our demographic. We're also trying to catch up with what most
community organisations do online these days (and have done for most
of this century!).

'The last great British High Street'?
- the future economy of Bishopston
This is the focus of The Bishopston Society's next public meeting: Tuesday 17th
April, 7.30pm, Gloucester Cricket Club
It's thirteen years since The Independent billed Bishopston and the
Gloucester Road as "the last great British high street"
( https://tinyurl.com/yazapsvd ). Now it's time to look again at the
vitality of our area in economic and community terms.

We're also looking for more two-way engagement, so want TBS
members and the wider public to share with each other, and with us,
news and views on Bishopston's heritage, assets & amenities,
community culture and future.

We're lining up a talented panel of speakers and aim to get you,
Bishopston Society members and other guests, to examine hopes and
fears for Gloucester Road over (say) the next thirteen years.

So the Bishopston Society finally has Facebook and Twitter accounts.
These won't duplicate what we are doing with our own web site at
http://bishopstonsociety.org.uk but will sit alongside them to help us
work towards the above goals.

As this newsletter went to press, we had secured contributions to our
panel from Councillor Eleanor Combley, Anne-Louise Perez of
Gloucester Road BID, Sarah Thorp of Gloucester Road Central, and
Chris Wallace of The Gloucester Road Story.

Please take a look at our social media story so far via
https://www.facebook.com/bishopstonsociety/
and https://twitter.com/BishSoc.

We'll focus on Bishopston and Gloucester Road from a local traders'
perspective, look at trading history and trends, and share our hopes and
fears for the future. We'll celebrate all that's so good about the combination of retailing and community spirit in our area, and look ahead to the
warnings of decline that are evident. We'll identify what we as local
citizens can do to preserve and develop our area, in a positive and
forward-looking, not nostalgic, way.

In these early days we need your Facebook "Likes", and we want more
followers on Twitter! Please comment or post to our Facebook page,
mention us by quoting our Twitter handle @BishSoc in your own tweets,
or just retweet the posts of ours you find interesting.
More information is available via the above social media channels themselves, and via www.bishopstonsociety.org.uk, where you'll see our
new social media integration features.

More details will be available nearer the time via
www.bishopstonsociety.org.uk - see you there!

Oh yes, and we're already on another social media channel. We're using
Flickr, and in fact have been quietly doing so for some years, for our
photo library:
https://www.flickr.com/photos/thebishopstonsociety/albums.

Nick Plant

*

*

*

*

Nick Plant
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Our voice reaches Whitehall
The Bishopston Society's voice on the urban fabric has reached
Whitehall in the light of our concerns about "permitted developments"
in our planning system.

Our original illustrated plea on permitted developments can be found
on our website:
(https://tinyurl.com/ybfpcorl), and likewise our policy on planning
(https://tinyurl.com/yamcf8aq).
Nick Plant

Our recent account of the detrimental effects of poorly drafted and
enforced permitted developments has attracted attention in high places.
It cited examples of unsightly dormer roof extensions slipping through
the planning system without proper scrutiny, and parking in front
gardens detrimental to the street scene and environment.
The plea, submitted on our behalf by Neil Embleton our Planning
Coordinator, was initially sent to our local councillors. It was described
as "impassioned and extensive" by Tom Brook, Bristol City Councillor
for Bishopston and Ashley Down (pictured), who took up the issue and
has forwarded our views to decision-makers.
Our voice has reached the top of the City Council as a result, in that
Councillor Nicola Beech, Cabinet Member for Spatial Planning and City
Design, has been reported as "discussing the issue with her senior
officers in an effort to form a BCC response to permitted development
as a whole".

Tom Brook

Thangam Debbonaire

Tom has also fed back to the Society on the bigger question affecting
areas far beyond ours, ie should the government review the rules on
permitted developments? Bristol's Planning Department has advised
that political pressure is the way to influence planning policy at the
national level.
Our plea has therefore gone forward as well to Thangham Debbonnaire,
MP for Bristol West (pictured praising TBS at our public meeting in
2016), who, Tom reported, has "written to the Department for
Communities and Local Government raising our concerns'.
Responses from both BCC and our MP have been promised, so readers
are asked to watch this space for further news…
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An update on the Interim Steering Group of the
Bishopston Cotham and Redland Community Partnership
(BCRCP)
In last year's January and July newsletters, we reported on the demise of
the former Neighbourhood Partnership (a direct result of cuts in the
Bristol City Council budget for 2017/18) and the steps to create a
Community Partnership to replace it.
Whatever the uncertainties over funding, the Interim Steering Group of
the BCRCP has continued to meet monthly. Since the Society's July
Newsletter the Group has organised and delivered two Public Forums
and is proposing to hold an AGM in early Spring 2018. The first Public
Forum (19 July 2017) centred on responding to the Council's
'Your Neighbourhoods' consultation (see separate report for the
outcome) and the second (21 November 2017) provided an update on
various items of interest including public libraries, parks and green
spaces and street scene. Both took place in Bishopston Library and were
well attended (with people comfortably seated on the chairs provided
from the last of the old Neighbourhood Partnership funding!).
At the second meeting, residents were alerted to the Council's
'Tough Times High Hopes' strategy that was launched on 6 November
2017. This strategy includes a consultation on removal of the grant
funding for Neighbourhood Action (the so-called Wellbeing fund) - a
potential saving of £257k - and another on commercialisation of parks
and open spaces to create an income stream for the Council.
The meeting also heard that any decision on the future of our public
libraries would now include consideration of an option to create a
public service mutual and that there was new Council guidance on
Residents Parking Schemes (but it was a very complex, four-stage
process). A common theme from the various Friends groups that
contributed was that they had money available for improvements but
that there was a singular lack of Council resource to support them in
spending it!
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NB the outcomes from the consultation should be available in late
February 2018
Just ahead of the November Public Forum, the Steering Group agreed
its constitution (see below for the general aims) and a communication
strategy. As part of the latter, local community groups were invited to
become a Founder Group Partner. The Bishopston Society received and
took up such an invitation. In addition, the Community Partnership
now has a website (www.bcrcp.og.uk), Facebook page and an email
address (info@bcrcp.org.uk). People can sign up to a Community
Partnership newsletter by going onto the website and clicking on the
appropriate link.

Community Partnership Aims
The Interim Steering Group of the new Community Partnership has
agreed the following main aims:
• encourage and promote community spirit and cohesion, and the
involvement of local people in community affairs
• seek to safeguard and improve the social, physical and cultural
character of our area
• help people in our area to have a greater influence on decisions
affecting their lives
• support local community groups, institutions and businesses to contribute positively to the quality of life in our area
The full document, which also includes a list of Objectives and an
Action List of how the Community Partnership plans to achieve its
aims, is available for download on the BCRCP website.

Kevin Molloy
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Clean Air Bishopston - for a healthy future:
join the campaign!
The Bishopston Society's collaboration with Sustainable Bishopston,
Bristol Walking Alliance and other partners over clean air is set to be
revealed in public early in 2018.
A small but dedicated project group has been working up plans for this
project during late 2017, and is now poised for launch. We'll be inviting
you to:• Take part in local walks, and convince others to leave their cars at
home more
• Campaign for effective public transport and reduced pollution in our
busy streets
• Work with the council to identify clean air practices and ensure they
are implemented despite the cuts
• Contribute to our online clean air portal and community

….and we'll add additional or more ambitious project goals when or if
further activists join us, so we are also inviting you to propose further
activities.
The project emerges directly from two public meetings we held in 2017
on air pollution and what can be done about it. We're focusing specially
on what WE as ordinary citizens can do to make Bishopston healthier,
not just lobbying THEM about air pollution.
We're also tying in closely with other groups and similar projects locally
and nationally. We're developing close network link with other community organisations in Bristol, and working with local Councillors on our
project group.
As an example of this focus on local conditions whilst maintaining
global connections, we'll be declaring Thursday 21st June 2018 as Clean
Air Day in Bishopston, in common with many other places across the
country. This is part of a national campaign coordinated by Global
Action Plan - see www.cleanairday.org.uk/ . Make a diary note now!
More details are coming soon so please keep an eye on our web site at
www.bishopstonsociety.org.uk (which also covers our recent meetings
on the subject) or register your interest via
cleanair@bishopstonsociety.org.uk .
We'd love to hear from anyone interested in helping, particularly
women and anyone with health interests.

Nick Plant

*

*

*

*

Bishopston from St Andrews Park
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Clean air in Bishopston
- Report on our most recent public meeting
The recent public meeting of The Bishopston Society featured illuminating examples of how a 2020 vision for clean air in Bishopton could be
realised.
Experts representing diversely the global academic research, local
political and Bristol campaign activist communities each responded to
the need for clean air, in the face of the frightening annual figure of 8.5%
of all deaths in Bristol (300) being caused by exposure to air pollution.
The vision-making took place at a public meeting organised by the
Society in partnership with Sustainable Bishopston on Tuesday 3rd
October 2017 at the Friends Meeting House on Gloucester Road.

What's the council doing?
Fi Hance our local Green Party councillor and Chair of the Council's Air
Quality Management Group looked at how BCC at last seems to be
treating the problem seriously. To comply with the government's UK Air
Quality Action Plan, the Council needs to submit its own plan by March
2018. The best option is seen to be to develop Clean Air Zones (CAZ).
Essentially these would be created by imposing a charge on vehicles
entering high pollution areas of the city, based on their emission levels.
The feasibility study being undertaken will look at the most suitable
size of CAZ area to set up. The small option would only cover parts of
central Bristol. The medium-sized one would cover a much wider area,
including the M32 corridor and the Gloucester Road as far as the edge of
Southmead.
The other decision still to be made is which categories of vehicles would
be charged or even excluded - only buses, taxis, HGVs and LGVs or all
vehicles? Watch this space.
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Walking alternatives
Alan Morris gave an introduction to the aims and work of the Bristol
Walking Alliance, an organisation which campaigns in conjunction with
other groups and organisations such as Bristol Civic Society, Living
Streets and Sustrans to promote a welcoming, safe, convenient and
inclusive urban environment that will encourage walking rather than
motorised transport.
You can find out more about BWA's work at
www.bristolwalkingalliance.org.uk
Their pavement parking petition can be found here.

What (else) we citizens can do
In a wide-ranging talk, Dr Caroline Bartle from the Centre for Transport
and Society at UWE looked at ways we can combat air pollution and
reduce our exposure to it. Bishopston has a higher rate of car ownership
per household (1.24) than either the Bristol or national average figures
which means we need to adopt ways of reducing motor car use.
We all know that shifting to other modes of transport (cycling, walking,
using the bus) is the most obvious means of achieving this. But how do
we succeed in this aim?
Getting people to pledge they will reduce car use can work at community level; apps that provide real time bus travel information help make
effective use of buses; saving on car costs by sharing or using car clubs;
changing to electric cars; even adopting more eco-friendly driving
habits like smoother acceleration and switching off when idling - all
these can help.

Clean Air Bishopston - a preview
Kevin Molloy from Bishopston Society then gave a preview of
'Clean Air Bishopston' (CAB), a project well into its planning phase
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being run by the Society in conjunction with Sustainable Bishopston,
Bristol Walking Alliance and others. He reminded people that the group
discussions at the TBS April public meeting had identified a large
number of self-help activities that would help improve air quality in
Bishopston (see this article) and that the CAB project aimed to respond
to that challenge. He hoped others would be encouraged to get involved
in the project.
The meeting then split into four small discussion groups, each focused
on one of the planks of Clean Air Bishopston:-

• Improving Gloucester Road bus lanes and associated problems
• Developing and encouraging more walking in Bishopston
• Aligning with relevant items and issues on transport 'bugbears' and
traffic choices
• Setting up a web portal on clean air in Bishopston, showcasing
positive actions, linking the project with wider clean air work, and
launching the project.
• More information on this exciting project, which will concentrate on
local citizen-led solutions, in addition to watching what "they" are
doing about air pollution, was promised via the TBS web site soon

The Oaks Retirement properties, Brynland Avenue

and see the update article 'Clean Air Bishopston' elsewhere in this
newsletter (Ed).

*
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Planning Report for January 2018
'The Bishopston Society promotes high standards of planning and
architecture in and around Bishopston, and aims to secure the
preservation, protection, development and improvement of features of
historic and/or public interest. Our central aim is to maintain and
improve the character, amenities and architecture of the Bishopston area
of Bristol.'
In the light of our stated aims and objectives above, we are going to
review a number of developments, both within the Bishopston area and
beyond, which have positively enhanced our built environment. These
vary considerably in size, type and level of ambition but all have played
their part in maintaining and enhancing the character of their local area
and the city at large.

Tyne Road, new house in rear garden

SMALL LOCAL PROJECTS
These could be said to fall within the 'small but perfectly formed'
category. Whilst modest in scale, they contribute hugely to the quality
of our local streetscape;
The tiny house recently built in the rear garden of No. 1 Tyne Road and
facing onto Hazleton Road, is beautifully integrated into its setting of
garden walls and lock up garages, carefully broken down into two
volumes and built in a mellow rustic brick with crisp detailing.
This project is exemplary in its level of care and attention.

Old Ashley Hill, self-build
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A remarkable self-build low energy house has recently been completed
on Old Ashley Hill in Montpelier. Set on a steeply sloping site with
extensive views across the city, the design is carefully modelled to
reduce its bulk, having a pitched roof core with flat roof additions.
The house is then clad with a rich mixture of natural local materials
including rustic mottled brick, rubble stonework, untreated oak timber
boarding and natural slate cladding and roof covering. The finished
result sits extremely well within the Montpelier Conservation Area and
reflects the artisan character of the area.

CHELTENHAM ROAD DEVELOPMENTS
The lower end of Cheltenham Road/Stoke's Croft has seen interesting
development activity recently;
The major redevelopment of the former Audi Dovercourt garage on the
junction of Cheltenham Road and Bath Buildings, known as Essence,
has provided an impressive 129 new flats, plus a café and offices, above
an underground car park for 116 cars. The high density has been
achieved with 4/6 storey blocks set around an atrium courtyard, which
is sheltered from the elements by a huge tent-like canopy. The front
elevation of the white handsome Georgian house on the corner has been
retained and maintains the historic links with the past and blends the
development into the listed buildings along Cheltenham Road. To quote
the developer's promotional material;
'This scheme has contemporary design next to refurbished historic
buildings, fusing old and new with great impact.'
It is an excellent blend of conservation and innovation and has provided
much needed housing within walking distance of the city centre.

Sancta Theresa, Claremont Road
Two attractive family houses have been built in the large garden of the
1930's semi, Santa Theresa, on the bend at the bottom of Claremont
Road. Whilst we remain concerned about the density of this small
scheme and the consequent lack of private open space for these new
homes, we very much admire their style and quality. The design reflects
the proportions and features of the surrounding Edwardian and
interwar houses, such as sash windows and Bath stone bays, and
reworks them in a handsome contemporary manner.
Essence redevelopment
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site and from 1913 until the 1960's the building was used to process
rubber by the Anderson's Bristol Rubber Co Ltd. The development
proposals were heavily influenced by community involvement in the
shape of the Carriageworks Action Group (CAG) which was set up in
2011. The final scheme will, thankfully, involve the demolition of the
1960's block Westmorland House alongside and the construction of two
new blocks stretching around to Ashley Road. It should be an exemplary development, which is both commercially viable as well as acceptable
to the community.

View of Colston Girls' School, Arts Building
Colston Girls School has built a fine new arts block on its Cheltenham
Road frontage. The design is beautifully composed and detailed in
rustic red brick with a banded base and a mural of the school crest in
clay blocks. The bold black windows are carefully grouped to
emphasise the massing of the building, which has a commanding
presence on the street.
At last, there is good news on Stoke's Croft. The Carriageworks, a
Grade II* building which has been standing derelict since the 1980's and
has had planning permission since 2015 for 112 flats, 1000m2 of
commercial space around a central 'market space', has recently been
acquired by the Bristol based P G Group, who have pledged to build in
accordance with the permitted design. The Carriageworks is a notable
example of Bristol Byzantine style, here designed in 1862
by E W Godwin. The ground floor arches were originally open to allow
access for John Perry and Sons' carriages. By the beginning of the 20th
century Perry's had modernised from carriages to produce cars from the
20

Proposed frontage of Carriageworks
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CONVERSIONS IN HARBOURSIDE/BEDMINSTER
Bristol has a wealth of historic buildings which reflect the industrial and
civic past of the city. When these are restored and brought back into use
they stand as beacons or landmarks within the city.

The Granary,
Welsh Back

The WCA Building on Redcliff Backs was originally built as a warehouse by the Western Counties Agricultural Cooperative in 1909 - 1912.
The building has been beautifully converted into 39 affordable homes
for the Bristol Churches Housing Association (now known as Places for
People). The external fabric of the building has been carefully restored,
with the projecting loading bays incorporated into the flats as raised
seating areas. The CWA stands as a proud reminder of the importance of
maritime trade within the city.

WCA Warehouse, Redcliff Backs
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The high point of Bristol Byzantine style in Bristol was reached with the
Granary on Welsh Back, built by Pontin and Gough in 1869.
The building is famous for its highly detailed brickwork. Ironically, the
building was already out of date by the time it was finished, as warehouses had become much larger and more mechanised. With some
difficulty, the Granary has been converted into flats with a restaurant at
street level. The building is Grade 2 listed and its openings on the upper
levels are screened by perforated brickwork (to allow ventilation) which
made it very difficult to achieve acceptable levels of natural light within
the flats. Nevertheless, the building is a magnificent expression of the
wealth of Bristol commerce during the Victorian period.
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The Bedminster paper, printing and packaging company of E. S. & A
Robinson was established in 1844. Originally built as a vast single storey
factory, the tall Robinson Building we see today was added in 1899.
Following the merger of Robinsons with DRG in 1966, the building was
used by Cameron Balloons. In 2008 it was imaginatively converted into
flats with a splendid top lit atrium in the centre and restored to a high
standard. It is difficult to imagine that any new building in its place
could possibly match its robust presence and local significance.

After a troubled construction process, the job was finally stopped in
November 2015 with the work around 80% complete. The GP practice
pulled out and the completion of the project has been held in abeyance
subject to the future use of the building being secured. Fortunately, the
new Bishopston Library and the 10 flats above have been completed and
the building was opened in May of last year. Once finally occupied, the
Baths we hope will stand as a great reuse of the listed swimming pool,
with all its memories for local residents, as a community facility, positioned right in the heart of Bishopston, with its own bus stop, on the
Gloucester Road. We eagerly await news on progress from the council.

The Robinson Building, Bedminster

STILL IN THE PIPELINE
Our own Bristol North Baths has certainly had a traumatic evolution
and still remains empty. The Baths were closed as a swimming pool in
2005, and the building was scheduled to be restored and converted into
a community health centre, with the doctors' surgery on a new upper
floor, at gallery level, above a mix of community health facilities below.
24

Old archive photo of swimming lesson in Bristol North Baths

Neil Embleton
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Update on the Memorial Ground development
A recent frank and promising meeting of Bristol Rovers FC directors
with a group of local residents bodes well for further dialogue between
the club and its neighbours. The meeting was arranged by Friends of the
Memorial Ground (FOMG), to discuss the intention of Dwane Sports
Ltd, who are the owners of Bristol Rovers, to rebuild the Memorial
Stadium. The two key 'take-aways' were that
• Dwane Sports are considering building a new stadium with a
capacity of about 17,000 to 20,000 (which is 5,000-8,000 more than
the current capacity)

The Memorial Ground is to be rededicated to commemorate Bristol
rugby players killed in wars since 1945. Bristol Rugby Former Players
are applying for funding to professionally restore the listed entrance
gates. FOMG and Rovers are to explore the possibility of re-planting the
Scots pines around the ground's perimeter, where these are now
missing.
We understand that the football club is keen to make more of its unique
sporting heritage, and its historical ground, which will celebrate its
centenary in four year's time. As the stadium redevelopment plans
evolve, further dialogue between the club and local residents - and a
thorough community consultation - are envisaged. The Bishopston
Society has kindly offered to facilitate this.
Jamie Carstairs

• the new stadium would be self-funded

*
We discussed revenue stream ideas to complement the football-related
business, such as a gym, a school, a medical centre, conference/wedding
reception rooms, etc - facilities available to all and not only on match
days. Friends of the Memorial Ground (FOMG) would support a
community stadium, which is really beneficial to the neighbourhood,
and is fitting, given the war memorial status of the sport ground and its
residential setting. Rovers are seeking further suggestions from the
community, such as IT/office hubs, a micro-brewery/bakery, etc.
In a spirit of co-operation and a shared interest in a sustainable/successful future for the stadium, FOMG emphasised that a wide range of
creative solutions to match day traffic and parking would be necessary.
The club recognises that research into fans' travel patterns was needed.
Rovers are putting up bicycle stands. We discussed other options,
including providing incentives to fans to cycle or walk to matches,
shuttle buses to Kingswood, Easton, Temple Meads, etc, a deal with
local bus companies, pooling resources and solutions with the Bristol
County Ground (Gloucestershire County Cricket Club), park & ride,
park & stride, car sharing, and the setting up of a match-day-only
residents parking zone.
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The Gloucester Road Story
As we locals are well aware, Gloucester Road is famous as one of
Britain's great high streets and well-known as a bastion of independent
traders. In fact it has been a lively high street for over 140 years.
Looking back to 1870 at the beginning of the building boom, the most
common trade on the road was selling beer, with eight pubs [The
Golden Lion, The Royal Oak, Horfield Inn (now The Flyer), The Royal
Hotel (now Hobgoblin), Robin Hood's Retreat (now the Grace), the
Anchor and the Fox (now the Guru restaurant)] and a couple of beer
retailers. All the basic shops - grocer, greengrocer, chemist, butcher,
baker, haberdasher were here too, but generally only one of each. By
1883, the road had been numbered as we know it now and the number
of shops burgeoned: in 1931 there were 26 butchers, 8 bakers, 20 grocers
and 19 fruiterers / greengrocers and 20 grocers. Trades rose and fell
over the years and now, according to the latest survey undertaken in
November 2017, we are still fortunate to have 3 butchers, 6 bakers,
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19 grocers/supermarkets and 4 greengrocers. As everyone familiar with
the road will know, there has been a huge rise in the number of places to
eat or drink a coffee. In 1931 there were 3 'dining rooms', now we have
45 restaurants and coffee shops, in addition to the pubs and take-ways.
Another rising category are trades to improve our personal appearance:
14 hairdressers in 1931, now in 2017 there are 35 hairdressers, nail and
beauty salons and gyms.
You can delve into this detailed history of Gloucester Road and its
denizens by going to the web site gloucesterroadstory.org . This is a
local history project undertaken by Bishopston Society member Chris
Wallace and his helpers. The data has come mainly from the Street
directories published every year until the early 1960s. Somewhat
surprisingly, our knowledge of the occupants of shops in the more
recent past is much poorer and relies on data from insurance maps,
personal memories and our own surveys. We also include stories of life
on the road by residents and traders, and news about the road. We are
always glad to hear more about life on the road and especially pleased
to see old photographs of the road and the shops.
In addition to the history, the site also provides a comprehensive
directory and map of all the current shops and their opening times. This
is a new feature and we would welcome feedback from traders and
shoppers.
We believe it is important to be able to see how the road has changed
over the years, providing a 'voyage down memory lane' for older residents, a social history for researchers and a reminder to us all that, to
borrow from Heraclitus, you can never step into the same road twice.
Chris Wallace

The next TBS public meeting will have the future of the Gloucester Road
as its theme. See the article in this newsletter, 'The last great British High
Street'? - the future economy of Bishopston'. (Ed).
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Outcome of BCC consultation on withdrawal of funding
for Neighbourhood Partnerships
The 'Your Neighbourhoods' consultation ended on 5 September 2017.
The results were published on 4 October and the report is available on
https://www.bristol.gov.uk/documents/20182/1188753/Your+neighbourhood+2017/290ab75f-ff03-f4aa-3171-e657bda871b8
One of the elements being consulted on was entitled 'Withdrawal of
funding for Neighbourhood Partnerships' and only 1,443 (less than half
of one per cent) people made submissions. Of the people who
responded, the outcomes were as follows:

• 68% wanted there to be Council funding for independent
community meetings
• 81% thought that the Council should make community project
funding available for local community activities [ but see reference
to the Tough Times High Hopes consultation below]
• 73% showed an interest in influencing how the local element of the
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) is spent and, of these,
41% stated a preference for doing this via local community meetings

The Council also asked people to indicate a preference for one of three
options for how councillors will make decisions about CIL funding.
From the 1,284 people who responded, the most popular option was
Option 1: six area based committees.
By the time this newsletter goes out, we understand that the Cabinet will have
met (4 December 2017) to decide how the Council will deliver these services in
the future.
Hot on the heels of the publication of the 'Your Neighbourhoods' report
came the announcement (on 6 November) of the Council's new strategy
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and further budget cuts - 'Tough Times High Hopes'. As part of these
deliberations, the Council launched consultation on a proposal to
remove the grant funding for Neighbourhood Action (the so called
Wellbeing Funding) so making a saving of £257k. The consultation was
set to run for six weeks ending on 17 December with the aim of a final
report in February 2018.
Kevin Molloy

Help Bishopston have the voice it deserves
by becoming a member!
As a member you will receive two newsletters a year and be consulted on
local issues. We hold two public meetings a year with plenty of topical
discussion. Depending on your interests, you are also welcome to join the
committee or become involved with its work and activities.
Name
Address (please print)

VINCENZO & SONS.
50 Years of Gentlemen's Hairdressing.
In 1967 Vincenzo Noto opened his hairdressing salon at 151 Gloucester
Road. He continued to trade there until the 29th September 1991 when
he moved across the road to his present premises at 76 Gloucester Road
on the corner of Shadwell Road.
He was joined by his two sons, Franco and Giuseppe at the end of the
eighties. Later he opened a second salon higher up Gloucester Road
which was staffed by his two sons. These premises were shut last year
and the business concentrated at 76 Gloucester Road.
To commemorate his 50 years in business, the premises were given a
make-over. It is now staffed by Vincenzo, Franco, Giuseppe and his
long-standing colleague Pino.
Vincenzo's is known as a popular high class gentlemen's hairdressers as
is witnessed by its large number of customers; an example of the many
small traders that make up the Gloucester Road.
The Bishopston Society wishes every success to this local, long
established business as it continues to its centenary.
Lionel White

Telephone
(Evenings & Week-ends)
E-Mail (please print)
Signature:
Subscriptions - cheques should be made payable to The Bishopston Society:
£9 pa for individuals or £13 pa for two adults at the same address.
Please return your application with subscription to:
Richard Farrow,
Garden Flat, 85 Hampton Park, Redland, Bristol. BS6 6LQ
OR if you want to pay online, go to www.bishopstonsociety.org.uk/joinus,
fill in the Join Now! form, and follow the simple steps.
Please note that your details will be held on a database for contact purposes.
If you have new neighbours, perhaps you could let them know about
The Bishopston Society.
Extra copies of the newsletter can be obtained from
Lionel White (0117 9445687)
The Bishopston Society promotes high standards of planning and architecture in and around
Bishopston and aims to secure the preservation, protection, development and improvement
of features of historic or public interest.
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Pollarded Planes in Gloucester Road
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